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The residents, Miss Kim, and I attended Acquire the Fire, a youth convention featuring speakers and bands from the 
Christian community on February 15th and 16th in Minneapolis.  The worship band Unhindered was a favorite.  Their 
message of God’s love for us really gave everyone a feeling of closeness to God. 
 

The theme at Acquire the Fire was “Let Your Voice Be Heard” and we received many messages and ideas to do just 
that.  We were challenged to make a difference in our own lives and the lives of those around us by speaking out and 
not being afraid to encourage others to seek our Lord.   

 

A dramatization called “The Bema”,  which follows a few days in the lives of 
six teens, showed how seemingly insignificant moments in each one’s life 
intertwine with others’ in ways we don’t realize.  Most importantly, we saw how 
those moments affect each one’s Bema Seat Judgment, or the awarding of 
Christians for their deeds during their life.  The message that we are 
responsible for ourselves, but we also have a responsibility to others as 
Christians, really hit home.  
 

The conference was a wonderful experience and gift for all of us and it is 
surely a time that will be remembered by all for life.  It was inspiring and 
moving to see so many young people excited and screaming for God, praising 
and singing without inhibitions. 

“LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD”   by Miss Melissa 

 

House of Hope Minnesota has been blessed to be the recipient of a $50,000 matching grant given by 
Robert L. and Phyllis Carr.  Bob and Phyllis have a deep sense of commitment to youth and a strong  
desire to help teens and families in crisis situations.  They understand how helping even one child has  
the ripple effect of impacting the lives of many.  We thank Bob and Phyllis for their belief in House of 
Hope Minnesota and their generous hearts.   
 

The monies from this grant will be used toward tuition costs for families in need of financial assistance  
for our residential program and to further develop an outreach program.  The outreach program will  
include opportunity for non-residents to receive counseling, to offer parenting classes outside of House  
of Hope, and to provide information to youth and those working with them in Marshall and the surrounding 
communities. 
 

It is our goal to have this grant matched by July 1, 2008.  Currently we are about half way there.  Please help us 
meet our deadline and double your gift by designating your next donation for the “Carr Grant”. 

March, 2008 

THANK YOU ROBERT AND PHYLLIS CARR 



 

Each week I spend approximately one hour with our resident’s parent(s) in one-on-one counseling and about two 
hours teaching them in a class setting.  One area we are exploring is the parent-child relationship.  In his book, 
Relationships that Work, H. Norman Wright writes that all close intimate relationships have four foundational pillars: 
love, respect, knowledge and trust.   
 

Love should produce a sense of belonging, security, support, safety, caring and acceptance.  Being truly loved says 
that no matter what I do, I am accepted, cared about, and supported.  When we feel safe and secure, we are free to 
love others in the same way.   
 

Respect is about genuinely valuing and honoring another person.  Respect is relational; it comes from spending time 
together, understanding, and accepting each other.  Respect is shown in our words of encouragement, our support 
and our commitment to that relationship.   
 

Knowledge is not just knowing someone’s eye color or favorite food; it’s much deeper than that.  It’s about knowing 
another’s dreams, core beliefs, goals, and view of life.  It’s learning who the “real” person is inside.   
 

Trust is hardest to build and easiest to break.  When we trust someone, we are saying that we have confidence in 
his or her commitment to our best interest.  Both knowledge and trust involve vulnerability. 
 

God created us in His image so that we could have a wonderful parent-child relationship with Him.  Can you think of 
ways He fulfills each foundational pillar in your life?  He’s pretty awesome, isn’t He?  As a parent, can you think of 
ways you fulfill each foundational pillar in your child(ren)?  God is our perfect example of how to parent. 
 

                                                                                         

FROM BEHIND THE COUNSELOR’S DESK       By Miss Kim 

“When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away.”  Mark 16:4  For years I 
read this verse and just thought of it as part of the Easter story, never realizing the message 
in those thirteen words.  The stone was huge, heavy, and virtually unmovable.  It was, you 
might say, an obstacle.  But to God it was not an obstacle and certainly not an impossibility.  
He merely rolled it away! 
 

We face obstacles each and every day, things that we think are impossible and that we  
will never be able to accomplish.  This is true.  We can’t, but God can!!  Just like He moved 
the stone, He can move the obstacles in your life as well, we only need to walk in faith and  
believe His word.  “Nothing is impossible with God”  Luke 1:37  “I will go before you and will 
level the mountains;  I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron.”  Isaiah 
45:2 

 

At House of Hope Minnesota, we have seen God overcome numerous obstacles in the lives 
of young women, in their families, and within the ministry.  When I look back on the last three 
years and see all that God has done—from licensing, to financing, to healing, I am in awe.  It 
is His faithfulness that gives me the courage to face each day, knowing that “my God will 
meet all my needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 

 

I thank you, our partners in this ministry, for being faithful in your prayers and your gifts.  I 
pray that you will put your trust in God and allow Him to remove obstacles that you may be 
facing.  He is faithful!!  Have a blessed Easter. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER        By Miss Claudia 
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We thank you for spreading the word about this ministry.  We have some openings for  
non-residential counseling, as well as residential placement. 



WINTER WONDERLAND WORDS      By Miss Karen  

RESIDENT’S REFLECTIONS 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven…  
 

Highlighted activities at the House of Hope have shifted a bit from our annual HOHM fall football game to shoveling 
the driveway and sidewalks since the cold snowy weather is upon us.  But after the work is done, the girls still share 
in some wintry fun of making snow angels in the front yard.  
 

The residents and staff continue to prepare and serve food 
twice a month at Joseph’s Pantry meal site where they learn 
the values of serving and giving back to the community.   
 

The most recent excitement centered around the residents 
and some of the our staff attending Acquire the Fire Youth 
Conference in Minneapolis where thousands of young  
people gathered to worship and praise the Lord, rock to awe-
some Christian music, hear anointed speakers and  
fellowship with others as they raise the banner of Christ  
or their generation.  
 

The girls continue to be involved with school, counseling, 
fitness activities, and programs that enhance their daily living 
skills.  Praise the Lord for the awesome things He is doing 
and providing for the residents and the staff in this ministry! 

 

When I first found out I was being 
sent to the House of Hope I really 
didn’t want to come.  I thought 
“What’s wrong with me? I am fine, 
my life has no problems.”  I 
thought that the House of Hope 
was not a place I wanted to be, 
that it would be like a jail. I didn’t 
want to be away from all my 
friends and my family.  I went to 
the House for an interview and, 
actually,  found out that it wasn’t 
going to be as bad as I thought it 

would.  A week later I went back….to stay. 
 

I have been at HOHM for a little over five months and have 
come to realize that my life was full of problems and not “just 
fine”.  I can’t say that I absolutely love it here.  I can say that it 
has helped and that I have seen changes in both myself and 
my family.  I have drawn closer to the Lord and have made 
lots of friends. 
 

I think to myself and say, “Why didn’t you want to come here? 
Look what has happened, see how much God has revealed 
to you and how much you’ve changed.”  If I could go back to 
the day my mom told me that they were going to send me to 
the House of Hope instead of making a fuss about it, I would 
completely agree with her and would probably send myself 
here.  It is such a wonderful place!  There are so many people 
here who will drop everything and talk to me when there is 
something bugging me.  So, when you think of the House of 
Hope, don’t think of it as a bad place, it definitely isn’t! It’s a 
place were you learn to communicate with your family and 
that “You can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
you.”  Philippians 4:13. 

Saturday, April 19th 

7:00 PM 

Marshall Junior High School 
401 S. Saratoga Ave. 

 

Come, spend the evening in Praise and Worship  
 

featuring 

 

Ecumenical Praise Band 
  

& 

 

Theater for the Thirsty 
With Jeremiah and Vanessa 

G  A M  B  L  E  
presenting 

A Kingdom Tale...the story of Esther 
 

Moving music, hilarious comedy, and a  
message of grace and hope. 

 

 

Tickets:  $12.00 

Children Under 10 Free 

COME THIRSTY...SOUNDS OF HOPE 

In recognition of this fundraiser,  
please prayerfully consider sending in a  

donation if you cannot be in  
attendance.  Your donation will be  
doubled with our matching grant! 



The 
 

 Robert L. & Phyllis Carr 
 

  

 $50,000  Matching Grant 
 

 Through the generosity of the area leaders, Robert L. and Phyllis Carr,  
we are able to offer the opportunity for matching funds to be used in the  
following manner: 
 

 Please check the area below where you would like your contributions designated. 
 

 ____ Outreach                 ____ Endowment 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 ____  Building / Facilities                                         ____ Operations 

    
 

  
 

 

 

____  To be distributed evenly between the areas listed above. 
 

____  To be distributed at the discretion of Board of Directors. 
 

  
____ Monthly   _____________________________________     __________________________ 

____ Annually   Name        Phone Number 
____ One time gift                               
____ Check enclosed  _____________________________________      __________________________ 

    Address        City, State, Zip Code 

 

Visa/Master Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date _______________ CVV2 #___________ 

 

 

 

We thank you for your generous donations  
and willingness to help us meet this goal by July 1, 2008. 

 

 

Return this form with your donation to House of Hope Minnesota, P.O. Box 26, Marshall, MN  56258 

Feel free to call us with any questions at 507-537-4525 

 Prevention 

 Education / Counseling 

 Awareness / Mentoring 

 College Scholarships / ‘After-care’ programs 

 Provide for growth 

 Ability to expand services  

 Create opportunity for more teens 

 Expand into larger geographical area 

 Provide safe environment for hurting teens 

 Reinstate functional families 

 Foster a relationship with Jesus Christ 



House of Hope Minnesota is an affiliate of: 
 

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 

 

Save your County Fair Saver Stamps and earn money for 
House of Hope.  County Fair will donate $.50 for every 
completed card turned in and designated for House of 
Hope Minnesota.  Thank you County Fair! 
 

DO YOU SAVE YOUR STAMPS? 

 

“Daily Routine” an interesting term to define for us at the Academy.  We begin 
our day with a prayer circle of students, staff, teacher, counselor, and anyone 
else that just might be at the house at that time of day.  Mornings are pretty 
typical – 1) Set goals in each subject area; 2) work on the hardest subject first 
(especially if earning stars towards a Wii party!); 3) laugh; 4) break during  
mid-morning; 5) continue working – then its lunch! 
 

Lunch is the “formal” meal of the day complete with guidance in manners,  
etiquette, and conversation.  That can vary from what is right and/or wrong  
to what is done at each of our tables at home.  Conversation travels between 
favorite foods, fond memories, current events, history, jokes, and stories.   
 

Afternoons hold more individual work on subject areas but this also is when we  
do group geography lessons, Personal Finance studies, and Reasoning/Logic  
exercises.  Structure sometimes loosens up with some studying on the floor 
next to the heater, reading on the bean bag chair, or writing on the computer.   
 

Our days hold as much balance as possible.  The girls do a great job of  
concentrating when called for but lightening up when the mood happens.  Material is read.  Math problems  
computed.  Questions asked.  Information researched.  Frustrations faced.  Progress made.  Answers found.   
Encouragement given.  Successes celebrated.  Laughter made.  All in a day at Hope Academy.  

 

You are invited to attend the annual meeting of House 
of Hope Minnesota which will be held on March 18, 
2008.  The meeting will begin at 5:15 p.m. at the Airport 
Conference Room.  Please feel free to join us. 

ALL IN A DAY AT HOPE ACADEMY            by Miss Jodel 

 

Would you church or organization like to help sponsor 
House of Hope Minnesota for a week or a month?   We 
have ongoing items that are necessary each month such 
as: 
 

 Meats, Breads 

 Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 

 Household Paper Products 

 Cleaning Supplies 

 School Supplies 

 Office Products 

 Gas Cards 

 Books for Parenting Classes 

 Tuition 

 

Would you like to have a presentation at your church or 
organization to share who House of Hope is? 

 

Give us a call at 507-537-4525 and we would be happy to 
arrange this with you. 

 Two or Four Drawer Locking File Cabinet 
 C-Fold Paper Towels 

 Office Copy Paper 
 Printer Ink 

 Gift cards—County Markets, Hy-Vee, Wal-Mart, Piz-
za 

 Flat Screen Computer Monitor 
 World Maps 

WISH LIST SPONSORSHIPS 

 



 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.   Hebrews 10:23 

“HOPE” HAPPENINGS 

Received and met a $25,000 matching grant from the National House of Hope! 
 

Ministered to 8 girls and their families, some have since completed their program and currently 5 girls in the home. 
  
Hired Miss Leah Schwan and Miss Susan Arvidson as House Staff 
 

Received a $50,000 matching grant from Robert L. and Phyllis Carr! 
 

Miss Kim did workshops on “Relational Aggression” for Tracy Public Schools and will present again at Day of  
Excellence on March 10. 
 

National House of Hope adopted universal logo for all Houses’ of Hope 

 

HOHM was featured on “Eye on KELO Land”  
 

HOHM girls attended Acquire the Fire 

 

Mrs. Pawlenty will visit HOHM on April 17th
 

 

HOHM girls continue to reach out to serve others in the community 

 

Jeremiah and Vanessa Gamble will perform at “Come Thirsty, April 19th,  Marshall Junior High School 
 

HOHM says a big THANK YOU to all our supporters 

 

PO Box 26  Marshall, MN  56258 

 


