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The Glory of His Presence was the theme for the 2008 National 
House of Hope Conference.  Representing House of Hope        
Minnesota were Claudia Stenson, Karen Wiener, Kim Sanow, and 
Allan Ward.  Throughout the conference we had the  opportunity to 
learn about fundraising/development from Dr. Roger Parrott, Don-
na Rice Hughes spoke on pornography and the impact it is having 
on our society, and Dr. Caroline Leaf taught us 13 ways to detox 
our thought life.   
 

Keynote addresses were given by Bobby Connor, Dr. Tim Clinton, 
and our favorite comedian and spokesperson for NHOH Chondra 
Pierce. In addition, breakout sessions included Dr. Ed Smith,      
Dr. David Appleby, and others.  It was an informative and renewing 
experience for all of us.  We also had the opportunity to spend time 
with the team that is working towards opening House of Hope Twin Cities. 

NATIONAL HOUSE OF HOPE CONFERENCE 

ONE FAMILY’S HEALING AND RESTORATION  
See that girl over there?  The honor-roll student, the star of the team, the soloist, the lead in the school play, the girl with all 
the friends?  As parents we want our children to be successful, popular, confident.  But, what happens when your teenager 
struggles with poor self-image, failing grades, poor friend choices, learning disabilities, past abuse, anger and/or rebellion?  
We tend to ask ourselves, why can’t my daughter be “that girl over there”? 

 

Eighteen months ago our family was struggling.  In response to our daughter’s rebellion which took the form of secrecy, 
thoughts of suicide and spiritual darkness; yelling replaced talking, and our control trumped her choices.  The battle lines 
had been drawn.  Our choice in dealing with these problems was secular counseling and a week-long session at a local 
behavior health facility.  Disappointed and frustrated with the professional diagnosis of “there’s nothing wrong, you have a 
very talented and creative teenager” we knew the battle for our daughter was spiritual. 
 

Emotionally and mentally drained, God took us by the hand and led us to His wonderful House of Hope ministry.  It wasn’t 
by chance that one of seven residential Houses was in Marshall, Minnesota, a mere hour and a half drive from our home or 
that both our employers readily allowed us to take time off every Tuesday afternoon to attend family counseling and parent-
ing classes.  God had paved the way for our family to be refreshed and restored through the obedience and love of the 
HOH founders, board members, counselors, intercessors, teachers, staff, supporters and the families of the other residents 
of the House.  They readily “adopted” our family, as is, with all the baggage, and showed us God’s love through their ac-
tions, words and discipline.  Our family will soon graduate from the House of Hope program.  Tuesdays will be very differ-
ent in a few weeks and in many ways bittersweet.  Sure, we’ll save gas money each week and have another evening at 
home, but I suspect we’ll get homesick for our HOH family. Our involvement with the HOHM will not end here.  It is our in-
tention to continue to support the House of Hope ministry as God leads us. 
 

See that girl over there?  The one working hard for good grades with the goal of graduating this spring and going on to col-
lege; the one applying for a part-time job, joyfully attending church, Bible studies and youth group activities – the young 
lady with the bright smile?  That’s our daughter!  God has called her out of the darkness and is now leading her into His 
wonderful, perfect plan for her life. 
 



 

 House of Hope MN is interested in serving our community 
schools, businesses, churches and citizens, and we have some 
definite programs in mind: 
 

 Boundaries: Learn what boundaries are, what hinders them, 
and how to set boundaries. Then, step into more satisfying 
relationships with family, friends, co-workers and more. 
 

 

 Family R.U.L.E.S.   Discover how to parent your children in 
positive ways, and develop your own family “rules” based on a 
proven plan that really works! 
 

 

 Relational Aggression and Cyberbullying: A Covert War Zone 
Among our Kids: Learn what you can do when your family is 
affected by relational aggression. Arm yourself with knowledge 
about the private worlds our children are involved in on the 
Internet and other media models. 
 

 

 Releasing Your Anger. Understand your anger and its many 
forms, discover how emotions influence it and implement 
healthy ways to express and control anger. 
 

 

 Contact me at 507-537-4525 to set up your workshop today! 
                       

FROM THE COUNSELOR’S DESK 

by Kim Sanow, M.A. MFT, Christian Counselor 

Summer and School. Probably not two things kids want to put together for the 
months of June, July, and August. At Hope Academy this summer, we     
accomplished much in the areas of academics and fun. Of course, we had 
the normal, traditional school days where the girls advanced in their studies. 
But they were balanced with the other activities, both planned and            
spontaneous. 
 

We ended our “school year” and began “summer school” with a pajama   
Friday and watching the movie “Gone with the Wind”. None of the girls (nor 
Miss Kim) had seen it. We surrounded the viewing with a review of the Civil 
War era, reconstruction, and southern living back in the 1860’s. 
 

A few weeks later we ventured out to Laura Ingalls’ Little House on the Prairie 
Museum and sod house in Walnut Grove, MN. We ate our picnic lunch on the 
shores of Plum Creek. The girls were intrigued by the hands-on activities and 
tried to imagine living (and surviving) without electricity and technology! We concluded the day with a quick trip to Lake Laura that ended 
with a chilly, fully clothed swim in the lake. It was a cold ride home! 
 

A few of the girls have been reading/studying Anne of Green Gables for their Literature credit. Once again, we followed up their study by 
watching the 3-part movie series. They have enjoyed watching Anne grow up and noticing how different the books are from the movies. A 
few are continuing to read the whole series. In August, Diane Lindstrom of Wood Lake, MN, came and shared with us her pictures of her 
recent trip to Prince Edward Island, Canada, home to Lucy Maud Montgomery and Anne Shirley. The girls had so many questions and 
loved seeing Anne’s homeland. 
 

Two students ended their time in Hope Academy in August and another has begun. Change is always happening, surrounded by learning, 
challenges, and fun. 

SUMMER AND SCHOOL By Miss Jodel 

 

COME THIRSTY … SOUNDS OF HOPE 

 

  
                       

Our annual “Come Thirsty” event was a great 
success. The praise team brought us into the Spirit, 
the girls testimonies touched hearts, and the Gambles 
presentation of the Story of Esther was funny, moving, 
and remarkably well done.   
 

Thank you to our sponsors for the evening:  Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Ralco Nutrition, Inc., 
Runnings Farm and Fleet, Lockwood Motors, True 
Value, Ray and Colleen Fox, Burger King of Marshall, 
Bremer Bank, Hardee’s of Marshall. 
 

Mark your calendars for March 21, 2009. The Gambles 
have agreed to return and this year will be doing a 

performance based on Daniel. 



MY HOUSE OF HOPE STORY  

WISH LIST 

 

                        

Hi my name is Brianne Marthe and I am from Fargo, North Dako-
ta. Every summer I visit Marshall and stay with my aunt and 
uncle for about a week, and within that week we always attend 
Chapel at the House of Hope.  
 

I want to tell you about my experiences and how the House of 
Hope has changed my life. I first went to the house about 3 years 
ago and was blown away at the connection each girl had with 
God. Each girl had something special with God that I craved and 
needed in my life. They were not afraid to express how they felt 
and what they wanted in their relationship with Him. Ever since 
that experience, I knew I needed to change my life and I wanted 
to know more about God. From what I could tell the House had 
changed these girls’ lives in so many ways for the good, it had 
helped them grow in their faith. I had never experienced some-
thing so touching and amazing in my entire life. From that day on 
I strived for something like that to change my life in the same 
ways it changes theirs.  
 

Every year I go back to the house and see the same things over 
and over again. Each girl grows so much and learns something 
about themselves and it makes me want to change in the same 
ways. I remember each experience I have had at the House of 
Hope and it’s always different and new. I have met some amaz-
ing people that have affected my faith in so many ways. I have 
met people that I still keep in touch with and even though they 
are no longer at the house are still growing and changing as the 
years go by.  
 

My faith is so much stronger since I have been a part of the 
House of Hope and it grows each time I go. I will never forget the 
experiences I have been through and the changes that have 
happened. I will always cherish how these girls have touched my 
life and pointed me to God. 

CELEBRATION OF HOPE 

 

Our 5th Annual Celebration of Hope is to be held on      November 
14th, 2008 at 6:30 at the YMCA. We welcome guests who are in-
terested in hearing the message of the House of Hope Minnesota! 
Please email your intentions of attendance to us at hohm@iw.net. 
We hope you can join us for a night of music, celebration and hope! 
 

 

                                   

  Dry and canned goods 

 Paper Products 

 School Supplies 

 Cleaning Supplies 

 Office Supplies 

 New CD player  
(could use 2 stereo or boom 
box model) 
 Pancake Griddle 

 Electric Fry Pan 

 Coffee Pot 

Please contact us at hohm@iw.net for a complete list 

 

House of Hope Minnesota is an affiliate of: 

TRANSFORMATION AT HOUSE OF HOPE    By Miss Karen  
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed  by the renewing of your mind.  

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.   

Romans 12:2   
 

Fall has quickly come and it’s a time of change at HOHM—when green leaves change to 
golden brown, baseball gives way to football, we put away our sunscreen and grab a light 
jacket.  And it’s a time of transformation—a season where each one of us is being         
transformed into the image of His son, Jesus Christ.  HOHM residents are changing, pro-
gressing from one phase of their program into the next, and in a couple weeks we are    
anticipating the most exciting event we have at the House of Hope, the graduation of one of 
our girls as she completes her full program and resumes life back home with her family! This 
is done through a lot of hard work by the resident and staff, prayers and support by family 
and friends like you, and God’s faithfulness in it all! 
 

One of the unique privileges we have at House of Hope MN is to take a day off from       
year-round school to take in a Minnesota Twins  baseball game.  We were blessed with an anonymous donation of tickets and the girls and staff 
were thrilled with the dome atmosphere, excitement of seeing many of their favorite players up close, and to cheer them on in a big victory. The 
residents have also enjoyed some other summer activities including going to the lake and state parks for some fun in the sun with swimming,  
hiking, and sunbathing; picking raspberries, rhubarb, and vegetables from the garden; participating in various speaking engagements in the area, 
tennis, softball, sand volleyball, July 4th fireworks, pool parties and barbeques at the homes of local residents, golf lessons, concerts, making   
jewelry and cards, assisting with a very successful HOHM garage sale, and completing a service project where the girls prepared a meal and  
delivered it to someone who was injured. Thank you for all of your donations to the garage sale (watch for it again next fall) and for blessing us 
with various gifts toward programming which allows the residents to experience some awesome opportunities!  

mailto:hohm@iw.net


 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.   Hebrews 10:23 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CORNER       By Miss Claudia 

 

PO Box 26  Marshall, MN  56258 

 

 

In March of 2008 Irma Cattoor was elected as President of the Board of Directors.           
Congratulations Irma we know you will do an excellent job.  I will continue to write this corner 
as Co-Founder and Executive Director of House of Hope Minnesota. 
 

Romans 15:4 “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”(NIV)  
 

The NKJ version uses the words patience and comfort.  We live in a broken world and seek 
many sources of comfort.  For some it is food, others drugs, alcohol, money, pleasure, or 
power.  Unfortunately, no amount of any of the above, not even chocolate, can bring us true 
and lasting comfort.  But, there is Hope, God has given us His Word to draw us close to Him 
and to provide the comfort we need to live in this broken world. 
 

At House of Hope Minnesota, we are committed to teaching the young women who come to 
us the true source of comfort.  Through the study of God’s word, unconditional love, and 
healthy boundaries these girls are learning to draw comfort from the Source, not from the 
things of this world. 
 

I thank you, our faithful partners in this ministry for helping us bring comfort and hope to the 
girls and families we minister to and pray that you too may find true and lasting comfort in the 

Word of God. 

 

HOUSE OF HOPE 

MINNESOTA 
 

 Board of Directors 

 Irma Cattoor 
  President 
 Jackie Thomas 

  Vice President 
 Jill Rademacher- 
    Vlastuin   Secretary 

  Bruce Drackley 

  Treasurer 
 Claudia Stenson 

 Shirley Hiller 
  Kristi Matzner 
 Jeff Rodman 

 Darrel Wiener 
 Mickie Paluch 

  Allan Ward 

  Intercessor 
  Carla Reynolds 

  Ex Officio 

 Karen Wiener 
     Ex Officio 


