
Discussion questions for Week of Sunday 10/17/21 - “Justified by Christ” 

Romans 5:1-41 

Conversation Starter (intended to help the group get to know 
each other) 

Consider a specific difficulty or trial you have experienced as a 
Christian (it may be something you are experiencing right now). 
Take this as your own “case study,” and ask yourself: 

• Did it lead you to focus, to single-mindedness? 

• Did it help you sift out the unimportant from the important? 

• Did it help focus your attention more on prayer and on what 
God has done for you? 

• Has your suffering produced testedness? 

• Did you follow through despite your fears? In other words, did 
it bring a kind of maturity and confidence that comes from 
having been through it all? 

• Are you a less jittery person, a less fearful person? 

• If your suffering did not lead to this, analyze why. Was it a 
failure of the will? 

• Did you simply fail to spend time with God in worship and 
reflection? 
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• Or did you disobey him in some way to escape the hardness of 
the situation? 

• Was it a failure to understand the gospel? 

• Did the suffering make you doubt God’s love? That is a natural 
response, but did you eventually shake it off? The speed with which 
you do that is an indication of how well you understand justification. 

Questions for reflection 

• How have you been enjoying your fellowship with God today? 

• Work through the case study questions on the previous page. 

• Is there an area of suffering or disappointment in your life which 
you are seeing as punishment from God, instead of God working to 
bring you closer to him? 

The Signs of Rejoicing 

Your mind is deeply satisfied with the doctrine of justification by 
faith. You rejoice in it by studying it and speaking about it to others. 
You only think of your past in terms of it. You don’t say: What a 
mess I made of it there! Instead you say: Me, a Christian! Despite 
my deep flaws, despite my record! Yet it is absolutely true! When 
you discover in yourself some surprising new character flaw, a 
fearfulness or a lack of self-control, etc., the discovery does not 
make you doubt God’s love. Rather, it makes you feel closer to him, 
and his grace for you, becomes more precious in your sight. When 
your conscience accuses you and says: How could God love you 
after what you’ve done? you don’t try to answer with reference to 
your performance. In other words, you don’t say: I had a bad day! 
or: I was under pressure! You say something like: Even if I hadn’t 
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done this thing, that would not have made me acceptable in God’s 
sight anyway! Jesus died for me, and his blood can cover 1,000 
worlds filled with people 1,000 times worse than me! When you 
face criticism, you don’t say: This is totally unfair. You rejoice 
gently inside with thoughts like: Well, I’m really a much worse 
sinner than they know, but... 

 
Well may the Accuser roar, 
of sins that I have done: 
I know them all, and thousands more: Jehovah knoweth none! 

When you face death, you do it with serenity because you are going 
to a friend. 

Questions for reflection 

• Does anything make you doubt you will reach glory? 

• If so, what—and how will these verses encourage you? 

• Where, other than God, are you tempted to seek joy? 

• What do you need to remind yourself about God in order to 
rejoice in him instead?
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