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1. If someone who is not a Christian asked you the question, “What is the Gospel?”, how would 

you answer them? Try to answer the question “What is the Gospel?” in a less-than-a-minute 

“elevator speech.” (Alternate idea: you could try “tell me like I’m 5”—how would you explain 

the Gospel, in less than a minute, to a 5-year-old?) 

 

2. Scripture passages to read aloud: 

• Mark 1:14-15 

• Romans 1:16-17 

• 1 John 4:9-10 

• Romans 10:9-13 

• 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

 

3. What do you think are essential points to include in the Gospel? The author mentions the death 

of Jesus, salvation from sin, the coming of God’s kingdom, or a new way of living as components 

that some include in their definition of the Gospel. What would you include? What would you 

leave out? 

 

4. What do you think are the edges/sharp points of the Gospel that the author refers to (p. 21-22)? 

Have you ever been tempted to “round off the Gospel’s sharp points” to make it more 

acceptable to others? What do we lose when do this? 

 

5. Would you agree with the author that there is confusion in the Church regarding what the 

Gospel is? If so, how do you see this confusion playing out, either in your own conversations, or 

in our broader culture? Why do you think it is important for us to be able to define what the 

Gospel is? 

 

6. We can make a distinction between what is the Gospel and what are the effects of the Gospel—

or in other words, what the Gospel is, and what it should look like lived out in our lives and in 

our world. How should the Gospel impact our lives, and through us, our world? 

 

7. How does understanding the Gospel impact our worship? How does understanding the Gospel 

impact our evangelism? (p. 21) 

 


