
Discussion questions for Week 1 - “A God of all Grace” 
Is 30. 15-18, Ps 116:1-16, 1 Peter 5. 1-14, John 1. 1-18

Conversation Starter (intended to help the group into each other) 

Welcome! Our series this fall will focus on getting to know the God of all GRACE. For our conversation starter 
this week, we should begin by talking together about our own personal understanding of the concept of grace. 
Often, our initial understanding of an idea comes from our experience (i.e. from the people we’ve known and the 
influences we’ve each had in our lives). 

When YOU hear the word ‘grace’ what or who comes to your mind?  
• Q: Please explain and share your answer with the group. 
• If a person comes to mind, share with the group about this person and why they come to your mind when you 

think about grace. Why do they embody grace for you? Tell a story that illustrates why they embody grace for you.  

Richard Niebuhr has written: “The great Christian revolutions come not by the discovery of something that was 
not known before. They happen when somebody takes radically something that was always there. ” 1

• Without looking below, or using the language from Patrick’s week 1 sermon, have one or two group members 
use their own words to define ‘grace’ in one or two sentences for the group. 

• Are these definitions complete? Comprehensive? What is good about them and what do they lack?  
• Q: Given these definitions, and the Niebuhr quote above, describe what you think your life would be like if 

you ‘radically’ (i.e. completely or fully) applied these definitions to your own relationship with God. For 
example: If I TRULY believed that God is _______, my life with God would change in this way.  

Additional Group Discussion Questions 

Read and then discuss these definitions of GRACE from WEEK 1: 
At any time, if time is running out, you can skip to the bottom of these questions and end with the closing discussion. 

“Grace is a disposition or a posture of the heart.”  
First, consider together the definition of the word: “disposition”  

• |noun: “a person's inherent qualities of mind and character: “your sunny disposition has a way of 
rubbing off on those around you.” 

•  “an inclination or tendency: “the judge's disposition toward clemency | the cattle showed a decided 
disposition to run.” 

Q: Think of a close friend or family member (your spouse, a child, parent, co-worker et al). Can you describe their 
disposition towards you? Tell a story about an interaction or a circumstance that illustrates this disposition. EX: 
When I think of John, ANGER describes is his disposition toward me. 
Q: When you think about God’s disposition towards you, what first comes to mind besides grace (i.e the good and 
bad dispositions that are also represented in your own thinking when you consider the way that God is disposed or 
postured towards you?).  

 Niebuhr: Quoted in Phillip Yancy, Whats so amazing about grace? Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 1997, p13.1
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"Grace can also be understood in terms of something given or done, with no expectation of reciprocation” 
Q: Are you good at receiving gifts? Why or why not?  
Q: When was the last time someone surprised you with a humbling gift? Have you ever been given a RELLY BIG 
GIFT? Describe and explain. Explain the spectrum of emotions that occurred when you were given a truly 
significant gift? 

Ask a few volunteers (or as many as want to) to explain to the group what God has done for each of you and what 
God has given to you in Christ (theologically and personally).  

Q: Be honest - how often do you feel as though you need to REPAY God for what he has done or given, with good 
behavior. Do you ever say to yourself something like: I need to be better for god. I need to be a better Christian. I think 
god is displeased with me because i’m not better at___________ (fill in the blank).  
Q: How does the above definition of grace as a gift given without expectation of repayment, agree with, or disagree 
with your own understanding of what god expects of you as a believer? 

“…Grace is also one part pure joy.” 
Q: Do you know anyone whose disposition towards you is almost always JOY? Introduce this person to the group 
and tell a story that illustrates their disposition of JOY towards you.  
Q: Is there anyone in your life that you are joyfully disposed to? Who? Why? Explain.  
Q: When you think of God, do you believe that he is disposed and included towards JOY when he thinks of and 
looks over you? Why or why not? If not, what is it about you that can possibly FOIL gods gracious disposition of 
joy toward you?  

“GRACE is Gods posture of affection and favor towards the un-deserving…” 
Our world is built on an economy of merit. In other words, when we do well, we are rewarded. Success leads to 
blessing, advancement, and favor. Victory leads to higher pay. Gifts are given usually as rewards for good behavior.  
Q: How are the above ideas incompatible with a gospel of grace?  
Q: How does a God of grace choose whom he rewards with forgiveness and salvation? What is it exactly that 
qualifies us for the gift of salvation from, and relationship with God? 

In Galatians, Paul writes: “Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?  
Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”  
Q: Why is it that we often prefer to live with a ‘be good and god will be pleased with me’ mindset, when we were 
saved by GRACE through faith? 

Closing Discussion 

Q: As you begin to think more about GRACE as Gods primary disposition towards his people (as an expression of 
his love) what areas of your life need MORE of Gods grace to be applied? Why? 
Q: Are there any issues that have already arisen form the first sermon or from this discussion, that cause you to 
think that the God of your mind and heart is DIFFERENT from the GOD of all grace that we are discussing? If 
yes, how is your god different? 
Q: How would you ask the group to pray for you today?


