
Discussion questions for 11/14/21 set your hope on grace 1 Peter1:13  

Conversation Starters

For this, our last week of our discussion groups, we are going to talk about the Christian’s hope. Having hope, 
by its simple english definition, means having “grounds for believing that something good may happen”. Take a 
few minutes to talk about hope as you begin your discussion:

Q1: Do you think of yourself as a hopeful person? Why or why not? 
Q2: What is the difference between being ‘hopeful’ and being optimistic? Are they the same? How might they 
be different?
Q3: When you think about people in your life, is there anyone that epitomizes hope? If yes, describe them. 
What is it like to be around them? What are they hopeful about? Why? How did they get this way?
Q4: Have you ever encountered the idea that being ‘hopeful’ is simply being naive? Is there any reason that 
you might see a down side to being hopeful? Are you one of those people who call yourself a ‘realist’ and sees 
hopefulness as weakness? Explain?
Q5: Some have said that being hopeful in life; “is simply idealism expressed”, can “set us up for 
disappointment”, can “hamper us from adequately preparing for negative outcomes”, and “can make us wish 
for something instead of working for it”. Discuss. 
Q6: Do you think that there are circumstances in life where having hope can be to our determent? Discuss. 

Discussion Questions

Read allowed:
“We often use the term ‘hope’ to refer to something that may or may not happen, but Scripture views hope as a 
sure thing. Hope is, indeed related to that which we do not yet see, but that does not make that for which we 
hope any less real than if we could see it right now. On this side of eternity, we do not see or experience the full 
glory of God, but this glory is certain. Its reality is so sure that it serves as an anchor for our souls (Heb. 6:13–
20). Dr. R.C. Sproul notes in his commentary on Romans: "Hope is not taking a deep breath and hoping things 
are going to turn out all right. It is assurance that God is going to do what he says he will do.”
Q7: What is the Christian hope? What are we hoping for in life as followers of Jesus? Gal. 5:5, Matt 12:21, Jer 
29:11, Col. 1:27, 1 Jn. 3:2-3, Rom 8:23-25 et al. 
Q8: How can you set your hope on grace (cf. 1 Peter 1:13)?
Q9: Why is the Christin hope a ‘sure thing’ when other hopes we have in life may not be so certain? What is it 
about the Christian hope that make its certain? What is this certainty based on? Discuss.
Q10 How can the certainty of the Christian hope serve as “an anchor for our souls?”

Read these verses together:
1Peter 1:3-5   “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are 
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
Q11: What does it mean to be born again into a ‘living hope’? How is this hope ‘alive’?
Q12: Discuss the “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading inheritance” that we have as believers. What is this 
and when do we get it? Do you hope for these things? When and why? Discuss. 
Q13: Go around and discuss the role of the Christian hope in your own life. How does having a living hope that 
comes through Jesus Christ affect your life? 

Take some time and pray for the things that you are hoping for from the Lord in your lives now: for yourself, for 
your children and grand children and the people you love and for anyone. 


