
Discussion questions for Sunday 11/7/21 - “Grow in Grace”  2 Peter 3
Conversation Starter (intended to help the group get to know each other)

John Stott says that:
“…there are many different kinds of maturity. There is physical maturity; having a well-developed and healthy 
body. There is intellectual maturity; having developed a consistent worldview. There is psychological maturity; 
being able to establish relationships with people and bearing responsibilities. But above all, there is spiritual 
maturity, and it is that that we want to delve into. What is spiritual maturity?”

Exercise: Take turns going around and describing a person who is, in your own mind, mature in Christ. Answer 
these questions in your description:

• What are some important aspects of maturity as a follower of Jesus that you see in this person?
• What are the marks of maturity in your own mind that are clearly displayed in this person? Describe 

them. 

Discussion Questions

How do these texts help us to understand the Bible’s perspective on ‘Christian maturity’? Discuss. The 
questions below may help…
• 1Peter 2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—
• 1Cor. 14:20 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature.
• Col. 1:28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ.
• Col. 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your 

behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.
• Eph. 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

• 2 Peter 3:17-18 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away 
with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Q1: What do these texts say about maturity in Christ? What does it  mean to be a ‘child’ in your thinking? What 
does it mean to be an ‘infant in evil…and a mature thinker?” Why would the Bible tell us on the one hand to be 
an ‘infant in evil,” but to NOT be a child in our thinking? Discuss
Q2: What role does assurance in our lives with God play in our maturity in Christ? 
Q3: How does the phrase ‘grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’ relate to the 
Bible’s call to spiritual growth and maturity?

Now take some time to talk about your own maturity in Christ…
Q4: Who was, or is the most mature (or grown up) christian you know now, or have known in your life? 
Describe this person and explain why they fit the description “mature in Christ.”
Q5: Would you consider yourself to be ‘mature’ in Christ? If yes what aspects of your life are the most mature 
and why? What aspects of your life seem to you to be the youngest parts of your faith?
Q6: What has most contributed to your growth as a Christian and to your own maturity in Christ? Events? 
People? Losses? Successes? Other?
Q7: Would you say that you are pursuing maturity in Christ? If yes, explain how others can tell that you are in 
active pursuit of going up in Christ. If not, discuss the challenges in modern life to finding time to pursue 
maturity in Christ. Pray for each other in this.


