
Discussion questions for Sunday 10/31/21 - “His grace is sufficient”  2 Corinthians 12
Conversation Starter (intended to help the group get to know each other)

Q: Who in your life is EASY to serve? Why? EX: John is easy to serve because he welcomes my counsel. 

This week we are going to take some time to talk together about the challenging realities of serving people as 
ministers of grace. We all know that there are many blessings that come from serving other people: in our 
families, in our neighborhoods, at work, or elsewhere, but sometimes we become frustrated when serving 
people becomes difficult. I find myself regularly talking with people about how difficult it can be to serve some 
of the people that we love the most (adult children, spouses, friends, etc). We love people in our life, it is clear 
to us that God has called us to serve these people in someway, yet our service to them is not always welcome, 
and we often face obstacles. As a conversation starter, take some time to survey the group and share about 
times when it has been difficult to serve people:

• Why has it been difficult to serve them? 
• What have been some of the obstacles you faced in serving people? 
• Have you ever experienced suffering in your desire to serve people?
• Who have been the people in your life that have challenged your ability to serve them the most? Why?

Q: Are you an easy person to serve? Do you let people serve you? Why or why not? Explain.
Q: When was a time that you can remember when you made it hard for people to serve you? Maybe because 
you didn’t want help, or because you were not ready for it?

Discussion Questions

In my Sunday morning message this week, I spoke about Paul's experience of suffering while living out his 
mission to serve people as a minister of grace (2 Cor. 11:1-33, 2 Cor. 12:7-10).  Review these texts and 
discuss these questions. Take more or less time on sections of the text that inspire conversation in your group.

Q1: As you read through the text out loud together, slowly; 5 verses at a time, list ways that Paul suffered in his 
life of serving people as a minister of grace? Read 5 verses aloud at a time and then ask: What ways do we 
see Paul suffer in these verses in his life of serving people?
Q2: As you read through Paul’s description of his ‘thorn’ in 2 Corinthians 12, What is Paul’s first response to 
his suffering?
Q3: Paul is on a mission to serve people. On/during his mission, he has experienced and faced a great amount 
of suffering from within himself (conceit) from outside (forces of nature), and from people (persecution etc). 
Much of his suffering appears to be directly related to his mission to people. 

• When you read about his suffering, especially the ‘thorn’ that he pleaded with God to remove, what 
role did it have in Paul’s life as a disciple? Discuss. How did suffering affect Paul? Discuss.

• What did suffering create space for in Pauls’ life? Discuss.  What role did suffering play in Paul’s 
development as a disciple? Discuss

Q4: When you think about a time when you suffered in your life while serving people (anyone you can think of 
at home, in life, or anywhere) how did this/has this formed you? 

Q5: Suffering with and for people often brings us the experience of weakness. Yet, the Lord says to Paul that 
this weakness is an occasion for his strength to be perfected in Paul. Have you experienced the strength of the 
Lord that came by an experience of weakness? Explain.
Take time to pray for each other. If anyone is experiencing weakness or suffering in their life because of 
someone they are serving, or if they are feeling weak, pray for them. Pray for the people whom you are all 
serving. Pray for strength for each other.


