
Discussion questions for Week of Sunday 10.10.21 - “Grace upon grace” John 1:14-17

Conversation Starter (intended to help the group get to know each other)
“…the many uses of the word in English convince me that grace is indeed amazing – truly our last 
best word. It contains the essence of the gospel as a drop of water can contain the image of the Sun. 
The world thirsts for grace in ways it does not even recognize; Little wonder the hymn ‘amazing grace’ 
found its way onto the top 10 charts 200 years after composition. For a society that seems adrift 
without moorings, I know of no better place to drop an anchor of faith… trace the roots of grace, or 
chairs in Greek, you will find a verb that means "I rejoice, I am glad." In my experience, rejoicing in 
gladness are not the first images that come to mind when people think of the church. They think of 
holier than thou's. They think of church as a place to go after you have cleaned up your act, not 
before they think of morality, not grace…. As I look back on my own pilgrimage, marked with 
wanderings, detours, and dead ends, I see now that what pulled me along was my search for grace. I 
rejected the church for a time because I found so little grace there. I return because I found grace 
nowhere else.”
-Phillip Yancy - What’s so amazing about grace?

As a conversation starter, discuss the above quote in general (initial reactions, questions, 
thoughts) and then proceed to the below questions.

Discussion Questions

Q: How is grace “the essence of the gospel as a drop of water can contain the image of the Sun?” 
Explain. 
Q: Do you agree that the church (universal) has a problem accepting and offering grace before 
morality? Why yes or no? 
Q: What is at the root of a person’s preference for a life with God that is based more on living well, 
than on the acceptance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ? Why would we EVER choose works over 
grace? Why have you?
——
Discuss: Tell a little of your own experience in the church over the span of your life. Have you ever 
been in a community of faith that felt more like a place where ‘good morals’ was the basis of 
fellowship? How do you know when grace is present in a relationship or in a community of faith? 
Explain.
Q: How, where, and from whom have you experienced a lack of grace? Explain.
Q: How, where, and from whom have you experienced an abundance of grace? Explain.
——
Q: How can the church end up looking just like the world when it gets grace wrong, or when it fails to 
be a place of grace for those searching for Christ?
Q: When someone in our lives, is clearly lost and given over to a lifestyle of sin or to a consistent 
struggle against a particular sin (arrogance, addiction, greed, infidelity, et al…) how can we show 
people grace, while also not compromising truth? 
——
Q: Do you believe, as Yancy (as asserted above) that the world ‘thirsts for grace?” Explain. 
Q: If yes, how do you see people in our world ‘thirsting for grace?’
Q: How can we embody God’s grace in our relationships with people who know not Christ?
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Q: How can we embody God’s grace in our relationships with people IN the church? Is there any 
difference between the way we live out and express the Grace of God with people in and out of the 
body of Christ?
Q: Who in your life has offered you the most Christ-like expressions of God’s grace? Discuss their 
impact on your life. How do their offerings of grace to you, impact your ability to be gracious with 
others? Explain. Pray!


