
Discussion questions for Week of Sunday 9/26/21 - The Throne of Grace… 

Conversation Starter (intended to help the group get to know each other) 

Who is the most important, famous, or interesting person that you have met and spent time with? 
• Name them and describe what it was like to visit with them. Where did you meet? How long were you 

together? What did you talk about? How was the experience?  
• Was it what you imagined it might be? How was it expected or unexpected? 
How did you prepare for your time with this person? 
• Did you dress up or wear special clothes or garments? Did you prepare in some other way?  
• Did you make sure to put your ‘best foot forward’ 
What did you feel like when you were with them? 
• Nervous? Afraid? Conscientious? Insecure? Confident? Bold? Other? 
What makes you feel confident with people? 
• What makes you feel less confident with people?  

Questions 

Heb. 4:14   “Since then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession.” 
• What was the purpose and role of the ‘high priest’ in the jewish sacrificial system? (Heb 5, Leviticus 

16:1-34 and see page 2) 
• Why did Israel need such a priest? What need did God’s people have that a high priest could meet? 
• Who is the high priest in view here in verse 14? 

Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”  
• How is Jesus’ high priestly ministry to his people special and unique when compared to prior high priests 

ministries? What benefit do you see, comes from what we learn about Jesus’ high priestly ministry to us in 
verse 15?  Why is this a good thing? What does it mean to you that Jesus can ‘sympathize’ with your 
weaknesses? 

Heb. 4:16 “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.” 
• Why does the high priestly ministry of Jesus lead us to confidence before God? 
• How can a fallen human being approach God with confidence?  
• What does it mean that God’s throne is a throne ‘of grace’? How does a gracious throne affect the way that 

God rules? How does one rule ‘with grace’ and ‘by grace’? 
• Why is confidence the right emotion for the believer to feel when he/she approaches the Lord? 
• How do we ‘draw near’ to the throne of grace? What does this look like practically? 
• How is prayer related to the idea of ‘approaching the throne of grace’?  

As a follower of Jesus, do you feel CONFIDENT before our God of grace?  
• Why or why not? What makes you feel not so confident? 
• How does feeling confident before and with God affect your daily life with him? 
• How would you describe the blessing of having confidence with God? How can you attain more confidence 

before the Lord if you don’t have this now?  
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• Pray for each other about finding confidence with God…and about any barriers you may be 
experiencing regarding finding confidence with the Lord…before the throne of grace… 

Also see this for info about the work of the OT high priest… 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/high-priests-purpose 

”Today we find ourselves at the beginning of Hebrews 5, which is part of a lengthy exposition on the priestly 
work of Christ. Over the past three days, we have seen the author of Hebrews introduce this topic by telling us 
of Jesus’ superiority as High Priest. This superiority is not something that should make us run away from Christ. 
Rather, because Christ’s superiority is based partly on His sympathy with us, we are to run to Him when we 
need His mercy and grace (4:16). 

Having introduced Jesus’ greatness as High Priest, the author now briefly discusses the work and position of the 
high priests of Israel (5:1–4). Many implicit comparisons between the old covenant priests and the person and 
work of Christ are made in this section. As we explore the teaching about the old covenant priesthood and its 
follow up in 5:5–10, we will see that Christ lacks nothing essential to the office of high priest and that Christ’s 
High Priesthood has many advantages over the high priests of old. 

Hebrews 5:1 tells us that the high priest is “chosen from among men.” This was true of the priests of the old 
covenant and must also be true of Christ if He is to fulfill that office. Thus Christ became incarnate not only on 
account of His eternal purpose to live among His people, but primarily in order to fulfill the qualifications of the 
High Priest. 

The old covenant high priest offered gifts and sacrifices for sins on behalf of men in relation to God (5:2). He 
was the mediator between God and the people. God would come in judgment because of the sins of the people 
and the high priest would stand in their place, offering sacrifices that satisfied God’s justice and demonstrated 
His mercy by punishing an innocent animal in place of a guilty human being. That Christ fulfills this by offering 
Himself as the final sacrifice is made clear in 5:7. 

The weaknesses of the old covenant high priests enabled them to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward 
(5:2). We must note that the weaknesses spoken of here are due to sin (5:3); thus, they are weaknesses that 
Christ did not possess. However, Christ’s sinlessness does not make Him unable to deal gently with us (4:16). 
Christ can deal gently with us because He shared our human experience, including temptation. Yet He never 
sinned. If He had, He could not be the great High Priest who superseded the imperfect priesthood of the old 
covenant. 

Coram Deo 
The old covenant high priests offered sacrifices that satisfied God’s justice and demonstrated His mercy. God 
accepted the offerings from these imperfect men because He knew Christ’s own perfect sacrifice would cover 
their sins. Thank God for such an amazing grace that was extended to those who lived before and after Christ’s 
sacrifice.” 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/high-priests-purpose

