
A Letter From the Rector Regarding COVID-19 Delta Variant Concerns 
 

 
August 6, 2021 
 
Dear parishioners, 
 
All along we have tried to stay in step with the Governor's and CDC's recommendations and requirements 
while also watching our local school system's decisions to see how our local community is responding to each 
juncture of this pandemic. Currently the CDC has recommended that “everyone in areas of substantial or high 
transmission should wear a mask, even if they are vaccinated.” Both Clarke and Fredrick counties are currently 
classified ‘substantial’ transmission areas by CDC standards. 
 
This Sunday (8/8) for worship and until further notice, we will remain in a ‘mask optional posture’ since there 
are only currently ‘recommendations’ from the governor and no new mandates at this time. However we are 
also aware that Winchester Public Schools has just this week informed the city that they are likely to return to 
a mask requirement for all K-12 students and staff for the start of the school year.  
 
My personal belief is that vaccines protect me, and masks protect others.  So, I choose to be vaccinated to 
protect myself, and for this time, in an abundance of caution, I have decided for now, to wear a mask indoors 
on Sundays, when not at the lectern or leading communion, to protect others. And, I’ll probably stand outside 
after church so I can greet you without the mask. If we have a change in our current policy regarding wearing 
masks in church, we will inform you no later than the Friday before worship by email and on the church 
Facebook page. 
 
We don’t know what comes next. If there is a state-wide mandate of some kind for masks and distancing, the 
vestry will gather to pray, discuss, and to make this decision together just as we have at all previous junctures 
of this pandemic. We are blessed to have vestry and staff leaders who are both thoughtful and collaborative.  
 
Thank you in advance for your prayers for the vestry and the staff as we continue to do our best to respond 
faithfully to this ever-changing situation. Lord, heal our world and help us to work together for each other's 
good.     
 
See you Sunday, 
 
Patrick 
 


