
Chapter 9 – Free Will 
 
1. God has endowed human will with natural liberty and power to act on choices so that it 
is neither forced nor inherently bound by nature to do good or evil.1 
 

1 Matthew 17:12 
but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 
wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”  

 
1 James 1:14 

But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  
 

1 Deuteronomy 30:19 
“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the 
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. Humanity in the state of innocence had freedom and power to will and to do what was 
good and well-pleasing to God.2  Yet this condition was unstable, so that humanity could 
fall from it.3 
 

--- 
 
2. Humanity in the state of innocence had freedom and power to will and to do what was 
good and well-pleasing to God.2  
  

2 Ecclesiastes 7:29 
Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices.” 

 
Yet this condition was unstable, so that humanity could fall from it.3 
 

3 Genesis 3:6 
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband 
with her, and he ate.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. Humanity, by falling into a state of sin, has completely lost all ability to choose any 
spiritual good that accompanies salvation.4  Thus, people in their naturala state are 
absolutely opposed to spiritual good and dead in sin,5 so that they cannot convert 
themselves by their own strength or prepare themselves for conversion.6 
  
a without the Spirit 
 

--- 
 



3. Humanity, by falling into a state of sin, has completely lost all ability to choose any 
spiritual good that accompanies salvation.4   
 

4 Romans 5:6 
For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 
even to die. 

  
4 Romans 8:7 

because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 
for it is not even able to do so, 

 
Thus, people in their natural state are absolutely opposed to spiritual good and dead in 
sin,5 
 

5 Ephesians 2:1 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  

 
5 Ephesians 2:5 

even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved),  

 
so that they cannot convert themselves by their own strength or prepare themselves for 
conversion.6 
  

6 Titus 3:3–5 
3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 
4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 
5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 

 
6 John 6:44 

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last 
day.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. When God converts sinners and transforms them into the state of grace, he frees them 
from their natural bondage to sin7 and by his grace alone enables them to will and to do 
freely what is spiritually good.8  Yet because of their remaining corruption, they do not 
perfectly nor exclusively will what is good but also will what is evil.9 
 

--- 
  
4. When God converts sinners and transforms them into the state of grace, he frees them 
from their natural bondage to sin7 

 
7 Colossians 1:13 

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  
 

7 John 8:36 



“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  
 
and by his grace alone enables them to will and to do freely what is spiritually good.8   
 

8 Philippians 2:13 
for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  

 
Yet because of their remaining corruption, they do not perfectly nor exclusively will what is 
good but also will what is evil.9 
  

9 Romans 7:15, 18, 19, 21, 23 
(Note: continuous passage provided for context) 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am 
not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing 
I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I 
the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 
my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, 
I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not 
want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 21 I find then the principle that evil 
is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the 
inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5. Only in the state of glory is the will made perfectly and unchangeably free toward good 
alone.10 
  

10 Ephesians 4:13 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to 
the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

 
  
 
 
  
 


