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Chapter 6 – The Fall of Mankind, and Sin and Its 
Punishment 
 
1. God created humanity upright and perfect. He gave them a righteous law that would 
have led to life if they had kept it but threatened death if they broke it.1  Yet they did not 
remain for long in this position of honor. Satan used the craftiness of the serpent to seduce 
Eve, who then seduced Adam. Adam acted without any outside compulsion and 
deliberately transgressed the law of their creation and the command given to them by 
eating the forbidden fruit.2 God was pleased, in keeping with his wise and holy counsel, to 
permit this act, because he had purposed to direct it for his own glory. 
 

--- 
 
1. God created humanity upright and perfect. He gave them a righteous law that would 
have led to life if they had kept it but threatened death if they broke it.1   
 

1 Genesis 2:16-17  
16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
from it you will surely die.” 

 
Yet they did not remain for long in this position of honor. Satan used the craftiness of the 
serpent to seduce Eve, who then seduced Adam. Adam acted without any outside 
compulsion and deliberately transgressed the law of their creation and the command given 
to them by eating the forbidden fruit.2  
 

2 Genesis 3:12-13 
12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  

 
2 2 Corinthians 11:3 

But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  

 
God was pleased, in keeping with his wise and holy counsel, to permit this act, because he 
had purposed to direct it for his own glory. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. By this sin our first parents fell from their original righteousness and communion with 
God. We fell in them, and through this, death came upon all.3  All became dead in sin4 and 
completely defiled in all the capabilities and parts of soul and body.5 
 

--- 
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2. By this sin our first parents fell from their original righteousness and communion with 
God. We fell in them, and through this, death came upon all.3   
 

3 Romans 3:23 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 
All became dead in sin4  
 

4 Romans 5:12 
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men, because all sinned—  

 
and completely defiled in all the capabilities and parts of soul and body.5 
  

5 Titus 1:15 
To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both 
their mind and their conscience are defiled.  

 
5 Genesis 6:5 

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  

 
5 Jeremiah 17:9 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else  
And is desperately sick;  
Who can understand it?  

 
5 Romans 3:10-19 

10 as it is written, 
“THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; 
THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, 
THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.” 
13 “THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, 
WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING,” 
“THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS”; 
14 “WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS”; 
15 “THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 
16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.” 
18 “THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.” 
19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every 
mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
3. By God’s appointment, they were the root and the representatives of the whole human 
race. Because of this, the guilt of their sin was accounted, and their corrupt nature passed 
on, to all their offspring who descended from them by ordinary procreation.6  Their 
descendants are now conceived in sin7 and are by nature children of wrath,8 the servants of 
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sin, and partakers of death9 and all other miseries—spiritual, temporal, and eternal—
unless the Lord Jesus sets them free.10 
 

--- 
 
3. By God’s appointment, they were the root and the representatives of the whole human 
race. Because of this, the guilt of their sin was accounted, and their corrupt nature passed 
on, to all their offspring who descended from them by ordinary procreation.6   
 

6 Romans 5:12-19  
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had 
not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a btype of Him who was to come. 
15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, 
much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the 
many. 16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the 
judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift 
arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the transgression of the one, 
death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 
18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one 
act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19 For as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be 
made righteous.  

 
6 1 Corinthians 15:21-22  

21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 

 
6 1 Corinthians 15:45 

So also it is written, “The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit.  

 
6 1 Corinthians 15:49 

Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly.  
 
Their descendants are now conceived in sin7  
 

7 Psalm 51:5 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,  
And in sin my mother conceived me.  

 
7 Job 14:4 

“Who can make the clean out of the unclean?  
No one!  

 
and are by nature children of wrath,8  
 

8 Ephesians 2:3 
Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  
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the servants of sin, and partakers of death9  
 

9 Romans 6:20 
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  

 
9 Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men, because all sinned—  

 
and all other miseries—spiritual, temporal, and eternal—unless the Lord Jesus sets them 
free.10 
  

10 Hebrews 2:14-15  
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the 
same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives 

 
10 1 Thessalonians 1:10 

and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath to come.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. All actual transgressions arise from this first corruption.11  By it we are thoroughly 
biased against, and disabled and antagonistic toward all that is good, and we are 
completely inclined toward all that is evil.12 
 

--- 
 
4. All actual transgressions arise from this first corruption.11   
 

11 James 1:14-15 
14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 
15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth 
death. 

 
11 Matthew 15:19 

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
slanders.  

 
By it we are thoroughly biased against, and disabled and antagonistic toward all that is 
good, and we are completely inclined toward all that is evil.12 
  

12 Romans 8:7 
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 
for it is not even able to do so,  

 
12 Colossians 1:21 

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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5. During this life, this corruption of nature remains in those who are regenerated.13  Even 
though it is pardoned and put to death through Christ, yet both this corruption of nature 
and all actions arising from it are truly and actually sin.14 
 

--- 
 
5. During this life, this corruption of nature remains in those who are regenerated.13  
 

13 Romans 7:18 
For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the 
doing of the good is not.  

 
13 Romans 7:23 

but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  

 
13 Ecclesiastes 7:20 

Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.  
 

13 1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  

 
Even though it is pardoned and put to death through Christ, yet both this corruption of 
nature and all actions arising from it are truly and actually sin.14 
  

14 Romans 7:23-25 
23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from athe body of this death? 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind 
am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin 

 
14 Galatians 5:17 

For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition 
to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  

 


