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Chapter 5 – Divine Providence 
 
1. God the good Creator of all things, in his infinite power and wisdom, upholds, directs, 
arranges, and governs all creatures and things,1 from the greatest to the least,2 by his 
perfectly wise and holy providence, to the purpose for which they were created. He governs 
according to his infallible foreknowledge and the free and unchangeable counsel of his own 
will. His providence leads to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, infinite 
goodness, and mercy.3 
 

--- 
 
1. God the good Creator of all things, in his infinite power and wisdom, upholds, directs, 
arranges, and governs all creatures and things,1  
 

1 Hebrews 1:3 
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things 
by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high,  

 
1 Job 38:11 

And I said, ‘Thus far you shall come, but no farther;  
And here shall your proud waves stop’? 

 
1 Isaiah 46:10-11 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, 
And from ancient times things which have not been done, 
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, 
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; 
11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, 
The man of My purpose from a far country. 
Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. 
I have planned it, surely I will do it. 

 
1 Psalm 135:6 

Whatever the Lord pleases, He does,  
In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 

 
from the greatest to the least,2  
 

2 Matthew 10:29-31 
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
your Father. 
30 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 “So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 

 
by his perfectly wise and holy providence, to the purpose for which they were created. He 
governs according to his infallible foreknowledge and the free and unchangeable counsel of 
his own will. His providence leads to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, 
infinite goodness, and mercy.3 
 

3 Ephesians 1:11 
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also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will,  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. All things come to pass unchangeably and certainly in relation to the foreknowledge and 
decree of God,4 who is the first cause. Thus, nothing happens to anyone by chance or 
outside of God’s providence.5  Yet by the same providence God arranges all things to occur 
according to the nature of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or in response to other 
causes.6 
 

--- 
 
2. All things come to pass unchangeably and certainly in relation to the foreknowledge and 
decree of God,4  
 

4 Acts 2:23 
this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross 
by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.  

 
who is the first cause. Thus, nothing happens to anyone by chance or outside of God’s 
providence.5   
 

5 Proverbs 16:33 
The lot is cast into the lap,  
But its every decision is from the Lord.  

 
Yet by the same providence God arranges all things to occur according to the nature of 
second causes, either necessarily, freely, or in response to other causes.6 
 

6 Genesis 8:22 
“While the earth remains,  
Seedtime and harvest,  
And cold and heat,  
And summer and winter,  
And day and night  
Shall not cease.”  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. In his ordinary providence, God makes use of means,7 though he is free to work apart 
from them,8 beyond them,9 and contrary to them10 at his pleasure. 
 

--- 
 
3. In his ordinary providence, God makes use of means,7  
 

7 Acts 27:31 
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Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, “Unless these men remain in the ship, you yourselves 
cannot be saved.”  

 
7 Acts 27:44 

and the rest should follow, some on planks, and others on various things from the ship. And so it 
happened that they all were brought safely to land.  

 
7 Isaiah 55:10 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,  
And do not return there without watering the earth  
And making it bear and sprout,  
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  

 
7 Isaiah 55:11 

So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth;  
It will not return to Me empty,  
Without accomplishing what I desire,  
And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  

 
though he is free to work apart from them,8  
 

8 Hosea 1:7 
“But I will have compassion on the house of Judah and deliver them by the Lord their God, and will 
not deliver them by bow, sword, battle, horses or horsemen.”  

 
beyond them,9  
 

9 Romans 4:19–21 
19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was 
about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 
20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving 
glory to God, 
21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 

 
and contrary to them10  
 

10 Daniel 3:27 
The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king’s high officials gathered around and saw in regard 
to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head 
singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had the smell of fire even come upon them.  

 
at his pleasure. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God are so 
thoroughly demonstrated in his providence, that his sovereign plan includes even the first 
fall and every other sinful action both of angels and humans.11  God’s providence over 
sinful actions does not occur by simple permission but by a form of permission that God 
most wisely and powerfully limits and in other ways arranges and governs.12  Through a 
complex arrangement of methods he channels sinful actions to accomplish his perfectly 
holy purposes.13  Yet he does this in such a way that the sinfulness of their acts arises only 
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from the creatures and not from God. Because God is altogether holy and righteous, he can 
neither originate nor approve of sin.14 
 

--- 
 
4. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness of God are so 
thoroughly demonstrated in his providence, that his sovereign plan includes even the first 
fall and every other sinful action both of angels and humans.11   
 

11 Romans 11:32-34 
32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 

 
11 2 Samuel 24:1 

Now again the anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and it incited David against them to say, “Go, 
number Israel and Judah.” 

 
11 1 Chronicles 21:1 

Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel.  
 
God’s providence over sinful actions does not occur by simple permission but by a form of 
permission that God most wisely and powerfully limits and in other ways arranges and 
governs.12   
 

12 2 Kings 19:28 
‘Because of your raging against Me,  
And because your arrogance has come up to My ears,  
Therefore I will put My hook in your nose,  
And My bridle in your lips,  
And I will turn you back by the way which you came.  

 
12 Psalm 76:10 

For the wrath of man shall praise You;  
With a remnant of wrath You will gird Yourself. 

 
Through a complex arrangement of methods he channels sinful actions to accomplish his 
perfectly holy purposes.13   
 

13 Genesis 50:20 
“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present 
result, to preserve many people alive.  

 
13 Isaiah 10:6 

I send it against a godless nation  
And commission it against the people of My fury  
To capture booty and to seize plunder,  
And to trample them down like mud in the streets. 

 
13 Isaiah 10:7 

Yet it does not so intend,  
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Nor does it plan so in its heart,  
But rather it is its purpose to destroy  
And to cut off many nations.  

 
13 Isaiah 10:12 

So it will be that when the Lord has completed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will 
say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the pomp of his 
haughtiness.”  

 
Yet he does this in such a way that the sinfulness of their acts arises only from the creatures 
and not from God. Because God is altogether holy and righteous, he can neither originate 
nor approve of sin.14 
 

14 Psalm 50:21 
“These things you have done and I kept silence;  
You thought that I was just like you;  
I will reprove you and state the case in order before your eyes.  

 
14 1 John 2:16 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is 
not from the Father, but is from the world.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5. The perfectly wise, righteous, and gracious God often allows his own children for a time 
to experience a variety of temptations and the sinfulness of their own hearts. He does this to 
chastise them for their former sins or to make them aware of the hidden strength of the 
corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts so that they may be humbled. He also does this 
to lead them to a closer and more constant dependence on him to sustain them, to make 
them more cautious about all future circumstances that may lead to sin, and for other just 
and holy purposes.15 So whatever happens to any of his elect happens by his appointment, 
for his glory, and for their good.16 
 

--- 
 
5. The perfectly wise, righteous, and gracious God often allows his own children for a time 
to experience a variety of temptations and the sinfulness of their own hearts. He does this to 
chastise them for their former sins or to make them aware of the hidden strength of the 
corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts so that they may be humbled. He also does this 
to lead them to a closer and more constant dependence on him to sustain them, to make 
them more cautious about all future circumstances that may lead to sin, and for other just 
and holy purposes.15  
 

15 2 Chronicles 32:25-26 
25 But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart was proud; therefore 
wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. 
26 However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that 
the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.  

 
15 2 Chronicles 32:31 
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Even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent to him to inquire of the wonder that 
had happened in the land, God left him alone only to test him, that He might know all that was in his 
heart.  

 
15 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 

7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting 
myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from 
exalting myself! 
8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 
9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most 
gladly, therefore, I will rather boast [b]about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in 
me. 

 
So whatever happens to any of his elect happens by his appointment, for his glory, and for 
their good.16 
 

16 Romans 8:28 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
6. God, as the righteous judge, sometimes blinds and hardens wicked and ungodly people 
because of their sins.17  He withholds his grace from them, by which they could have been 
enlightened in their understanding and had their hearts renewed.18  Not only that, but 
sometimes he also takes away the gifts they already had19 and exposes them to situations 
that their corrupt natures turn into opportunities for sin.20  Moreover, he gives them over 
to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the power of Satan,21 so that they 
harden themselves in response to the same influences that God uses to soften others.22 
 

--- 
 
6. God, as the righteous judge, sometimes blinds and hardens wicked and ungodly people 
because of their sins.17   
 

17 Romans 1:24-26, 28 
(Note: continuous passage provided for context) 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with 
men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.28 And 
just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to 
do those things which are not proper, 

 
17 Romans 11:7 

What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the 
rest were hardened; 8 just as it is written, 
“GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, 
EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, 
DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.”  
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He withholds his grace from them, by which they could have been enlightened in their 
understanding and had their hearts renewed.18   
 

18 Deuteronomy 29:4 
“Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.  

 
Not only that, but sometimes he also takes away the gifts they already had19  
 

19 Matthew 13:12 
“For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not 
have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.  

 
and exposes them to situations that their corrupt natures turn into opportunities for sin.20   
 

20 Deuteronomy 2:30 
“But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; for the LORD your God 
hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver him into your hand, as he is today.  

 
20 2 Kings 8:12-13 

12 Hazael said, “Why does my lord weep?” Then he answered, “Because I know the evil that you will 
do to the sons of Israel: their strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill with 
the sword, and their little ones you will dash in pieces, and their women with child you will rip up.” 
13 Then Hazael said, “But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that he should do this great thing?” 
And Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown me that you will be king over Aram.” 

 
Moreover, he gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the 
power of Satan,21  
 

21 Psalm 81:11-12  
11 “But My people did not listen to My voice,  
12 “So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, 
To walk in their own devices. 
And Israel did not obey Me.  

 
21 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 

10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love 
of the truth so as to be saved. 
11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 
12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 
so that they harden themselves in response to the same influences that God uses to soften 
others.22 

 
22 Exodus 8:15 

But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the 
LORD had said.  

 
22 Exodus 8:32 

But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go.  
 

22 Isaiah 6:9-10 
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9 He said, “Go, and tell this people:  
‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive;  
Keep on looking, but do not understand.’  
10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, 
Their ears dull, 
And their eyes dim, 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, 
And return and be healed.”  

 
22 1 Peter 2:7-8 

7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve,  
“THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED,  
THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,”  
8 and, 
“A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE”; 
for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. The providence of God in a general way includes all creatures, but in a special way it 
takes care of his church and arranges all things to its good.23 
 

23 1 Timothy 4:10 
For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the 
Savior of all men, especially of believers.  

 
23 Amos 9:8-9 

8 “Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom,  
And I will destroy it from the face of the earth;  
Nevertheless, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob,”  
Declares the LORD. 
9 “For behold, I am commanding, 
And I will shake the house of Israel among all nations 
As grain is shaken in a sieve, 
But not a kernel will fall to the ground. 

 
23 Isaiah 43:3-5  

3 “For I am the LORD your God,  
The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;  
I have given Egypt as your ransom,  
Cush and Seba in your place.  
4 “Since you are precious in My sight, 
Since you are honored and I love you, 
I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 “Do not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring from the east, 
And gather you from the west. 

 
 
 


