
Chapter 3 – God’s Decree 
 
1. From all eternity God decreed everything that occurs, without reference to anything 
outside himself.1  He did this by the perfectly wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely 
and unchangeably. Yet God did this in such a way that he is neither the author of sin nor 
has fellowship with any in their sin.2  This decree does not violate the will of the creature or 
take away the free working or contingency of second causes. On the contrary, these are 
established by God’s decree.3  In this decree God’s wisdom is displayed in directing all 
things, and his power and faithfulness are demonstrated in accomplishing his decree.4 
 

--- 
  
1. From all eternity God decreed everything that occurs, without reference to anything 
outside himself.1   
 

1 Isaiah 46:10 
Declaring the end from the beginning,  
And from ancient times things which have not been done,  
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,  
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’;  

 
1 Ephesians 1:11 

also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will,  

 
1 Hebrews 6:17 

In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of 
His purpose, interposed with an oath,  

 
1 Romans 9:15  

For He says to Moses, “I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION 
ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.”  

 
1 Romans 9:18 

So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.  
 
He did this by the perfectly wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably. 
Yet God did this in such a way that he is neither the author of sin nor has fellowship with 
any in their sin.2   
 

2 James 1:13 
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
and He Himself does not tempt anyone.  

 
2 1 John 1:5 

This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there 
is no darkness at all.  

 
This decree does not violate the will of the creature or take away the free working or 
contingency of second causes. On the contrary, these are established by God’s decree.3   



 
3 Acts 4:27-28  

27 “For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy aservant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 

 
3 John 19:11 

Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for 
this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 

 
In this decree God’s wisdom is displayed in directing all things, and his power and 
faithfulness are demonstrated in accomplishing his decree.4 
 

4 Numbers 23:19 
“God is not a man, that He should lie,  
Nor a son of man, that He should repent;  
Has He said, and will He not do it?  
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?  

 
4 Ephesians 1:3-5  

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 
5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
2. God knows everything that could happen under any given conditions.5  However, his 
decree of anything is not based on foreseeing it in the future or foreseeing that it would 
occur under such conditions.6 
 

--- 
  
2. God knows everything that could happen under any given conditions.5 
  

5 Acts 15:18 
SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO. 

 
However, his decree of anything is not based on foreseeing it in the future or foreseeing 
that it would occur under such conditions.6 
 

6 Romans 9:11-18 
10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by 
one man, our father Isaac; 11 for though the twins were not yet born and had not done 
anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not 
because of works but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said to her, “THE OLDER 
WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER.” 13 Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I 
HATED.” 



14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 
15 For He says to Moses, “I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL 
HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION.” 16 So then it does not depend on 
the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17 For the 
Scripture says to Pharaoh, “FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO 
DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED 
THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH.” 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and 
He hardens whom He desires. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. By God’s decree, and for the demonstration of his glory, some human beings and angels 
are predestined (or foreordained) to eternal life through Jesus Christ,7 to the praise of his 
glorious grace.8  Others are left to live in their sin, leading to their just condemnation, to 
the praise of his glorious justice.9 
 

--- 
 

3. By God’s decree, and for the demonstration of his glory, some human beings and angels 
are predestined (or foreordained) to eternal life through Jesus Christ,7  
 

7 1 Timothy 5:21 
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain 
these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.  

 

7 Matthew 25:34 
“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  

 
to the praise of his glorious grace.8   
 

8 Ephesians 1:5-6  
5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved 

 
Others are left to live in their sin, leading to their just condemnation, to the praise of his 
glorious justice.9 
 

9 Romans 9:22-23 
22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured 
with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 
23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 
beforehand for glory,  

 
9 Jude 4 

For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
4. These predestined and foreordained angels and people are individually and 
unchangeably designated, and their number is so certain and definite that it cannot be 
either increased or decreased.10 
  

10 2 Timothy 2:19 
Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are 
His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.”  

 
10 John 13:18 

“I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be 
fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’  

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5. Those people who are predestined to life were chosen by God before the foundation of 
the world, according to his eternal and unchangeable purpose and the secret counsel and 
good pleasure of his will. He chose them in Christ for eternal glory, purely as a result of his 
free grace and love,11 without anything else about them serving as a condition or cause 
moving him to do so.12 
 

--- 
  
5. Those people who are predestined to life were chosen by God before the foundation of 
the world, according to his eternal and unchangeable purpose and the secret counsel and 
good pleasure of his will. He chose them in Christ for eternal glory, purely as a result of his 
free grace and love,11 
 

11 Ephesians 1:4 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 

 
11 Ephesians 1:9 

He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in 
Him  

 
11 Ephesians 1:11 

also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will, 

 
11 Romans 8:30 

and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified.  

 
11 2 Timothy 1:9 

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His 
own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  

 
11 1 Thessalonians 5:9 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 



 
without anything else about them serving as a condition or cause moving him to do so.12 
 

12 Romans 9:13 
Just as it is written, “JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.”  

 
12 Romans 9:16 

So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.  
 

12 Ephesians 2:5 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved),  

 
12 Ephesians 2:12 

remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
6. Just as God has appointed the elect to glory, so he has by the eternal and completely free 
purpose of his will foreordained all the means.13  Therefore, those who are elected, being 
fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ14 and effectually called to faith in Christ by his 
Spirit working at the appropriate time. They are justified, adopted, sanctified,15 and kept 
by his power through faith to salvation.16  No one but the elect are redeemed by Christ, or 
effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved.17 
 

--- 
 
6. Just as God has appointed the elect to glory, so he has by the eternal and completely free 
purpose of his will foreordained all the means.13  
 

13 1 Peter 1:2 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus 
Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  

 
13 2 Thessalonians 2:13 

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  

 
Therefore, those who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ14 

 
14 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 

9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him. 
11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

 

and effectually called to faith in Christ by his Spirit working at the appropriate time. They 
are justified, adopted, sanctified,15  
 

15 Romans 8:30 



and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also glorified.  

 

15 2 Thessalonians 2:13 
But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  

 
and kept by his power through faith to salvation.16   
 

16 1 Peter 1:5 
who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.  

 
No one but the elect are redeemed by Christ, or effectually called, justified, adopted, 
sanctified, and saved.17 
  

17 John 10:26 
“But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  

 
17 John 17:9 

“I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for 
they are Yours;  

 
17 John 6:64 

“But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
7. The doctrine of the high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence 
and care so that those heeding the will of God revealed in his Word and obeying him may 
be assured of their eternal election by the certainty of their effectual calling.18  In this way 
this doctrine will give reasons for praise,19 reverence, and admiration of God, as well as 
humility,20 diligence and rich comfort to all who sincerely obey the gospel.21 
 

--- 
 
7. The doctrine of the high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence 
and care so that those heeding the will of God revealed in his Word and obeying him may 
be assured of their eternal election by the certainty of their effectual calling.18   
 

18 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 
4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 
5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

 
18 2 Peter 1:10 

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 

 
In this way this doctrine will give reasons for praise,19  



 
19 Ephesians 1:6 

to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  
 

19 Romans 11:33 
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!  

 
reverence, and admiration of God, as well as humility,20  
 

20 Romans 11:5-6 
5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s 
gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no 
longer grace 

 
diligence and rich comfort to all who sincerely obey the gospel.21 

 
21 Luke 10:20 

“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 
recorded in heaven.”  

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 


