
Chapter 27 – The Communion of Saints 
 
1. All saints are united to Jesus Christ their head by his Spirit and by faith, although this 
does not make them one person with him. They have fellowship in his graces, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and glory.1  Since they are united to one another in love, they have 
communion in each other’s gifts and graces2 and are obligated to carry out these duties, 
both public and private, in an orderly way to promote their mutual good, both in the inner 
and outer aspects of their lives.3 
 

--- 
 
1. All saints are united to Jesus Christ their head by his Spirit and by faith, although this 
does not make them one person with him. They have fellowship in his graces, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and glory.1 

 
1 1 John 1:3 

what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; 
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 

 
1 John 1:16 

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 
 

1 Philippians 3:10 
that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death; 

 
1 Romans 6:5-6 

5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the 
likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our 
body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;   

 
Since they are united to one another in love, they have communion in each other’s gifts and 
graces2  
 

2 Ephesians 4:15-16 
15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building 
up of itself in love. 

 
2 1 Corinthians 12:7 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 

2 1 Corinthians 3:21–23 
21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas 
or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 23 and you 
belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 

 
and are obligated to carry out these duties, both public and private, in an orderly way to 
promote their mutual good, both in the inner and outer aspects of their lives.3 
 



3 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

 
3 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone. 

 
3 Romans 1:12 

that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other’s faith, 
both yours and mine. 

 
3 1 John 3:17-18 

17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, 
how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, 
but in deed and truth. 

 
3 Galatians 6:10 

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the 
household of the faith. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
2. Saints by profession are obligated to maintain a holy fellowship and communion in 
worshiping God and in performing other spiritual services that promote their mutual 
edification.4  They are to aid each other in material things according to their various 
abilities and needs.5  They should especially exercise communion in the relationships they 
have in their families6 and churches.7  Yet the rule of the gospel also directs them, as God 
provides opportunity, to extend their sharing to the whole household of faith, to all those 
who in every place call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. Nevertheless, their communion 
with one another as saints does not take away or infringe on the title or individual 
ownership that people have in their goods and possessions.8 
 

--- 
 
2. Saints by profession are obligated to maintain a holy fellowship and communion in 
worshiping God and in performing other spiritual services that promote their mutual 
edification.4   
 

4 Hebrews 10:24-25 
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see 
the day drawing near. 

 
4 Hebrews 3:12-13 

12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away 
from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” 
so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

 
They are to aid each other in material things according to their various abilities and needs.5 

  
5 Acts 11:29-30 



29 And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a 
contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. 30 And this they did, sending it in charge of 
Barnabas and Saul to the elders. 

 
They should especially exercise communion in the relationships they have in their families6  
 

6 Ephesians 6:4 
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord. 

 
and churches.7   
 

7 1 Corinthians 12:14–27 
14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a 
part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, 
“Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, 
just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are 
many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body 
which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable 
members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of 
it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 
so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 
another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all 
the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 

 
Yet the rule of the gospel also directs them, as God provides opportunity, to extend their 
sharing to the whole household of faith, to all those who in every place call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Nevertheless, their communion with one another as saints does not take 
away or infringe on the title or individual ownership that people have in their goods and 
possessions.8 
 

8 Acts 5:4 
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your 
control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to 
God.” 

 
8 Ephesians 4:28 

He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is 
good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 

 
 
 
 


