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Chapter 26 – The Church 
 
1. The catholic—that is, universal—church may be called invisible with respect to the 
internal work of the Spirit and truth of grace. It consists of the full number of the elect who 
have been, are, or will be gathered into one under Christ her head. The church is the 
spouse, the body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.1 
 

1 Hebrews 12:23 
to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  

 
1 Colossians 1:18 

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He 
Himself will come to have first place in everything.  

 
1 Ephesians 1:10 

with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him  

 
1 Ephesians 1:22-23 

22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 
1 Ephesians 5:23 

For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the 
Savior of the body.  

 
1 Ephesians 5:27 

that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  

 
1 Ephesians 5:32 

This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. All people throughout the world who profess the faith of the gospel and obedience to God 
through Christ in keeping with the gospel are and may be called visible saints,2 as long as 
they do not destroy their own profession by any foundational errors or unholy living. All 
locala congregations ought to be made up of these.3 
  
a particular (rendered “local” throughout this chapter) 
 

--- 
 
2. All people throughout the world who profess the faith of the gospel and obedience to God 
through Christ in keeping with the gospel are and may be called visible saints,2 
  

2 1 Corinthians 1:2 
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  



2 
 

 
2 Acts 11:26 

and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the 
church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. 

 
as long as they do not destroy their own profession by any foundational errors or unholy 
living. All local congregations ought to be made up of these.3  
 

3 Romans 1:7 
to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
3 Ephesians 1:20-22 

20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in 
subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
3. The purest churches under heaven are subject to mixture and error.4 Some have 
degenerated so much that they have ceased to be churches of Christ and have become 
synagogues of Satan.5 Nevertheless, Christ always has had and will have in this world to the 
very end a kingdom of those who believe in him and profess his name.6 
 

--- 
 
3. The purest churches under heaven are subject to mixture and error.4  
 

4 1 Corinthians 5 
1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not 
exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2 You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.  
3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so 
committed this, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, 
and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to 
Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? 7 

Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ 
our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  
9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10 I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would 
have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother 
if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those 
who are within the church? 13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN 
FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.  

 
4 Revelation 2 

1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:  
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands, says this:  
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2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you 
put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 

and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 4 ‘But I 
have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have 
fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 6 ‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’  
 
8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  
The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:  
9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say 
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. 
Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have 
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 ‘He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second 
death.’  
 
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  
The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  
13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny 
My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where 
Satan dwells. 14 ‘But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 15 ‘So you also have some who in the same 
way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 ‘Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and 
I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 17 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, 
and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he 
who receives it.’ 
 
18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  
The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  
19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first. 20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts 
of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to 
repent of her immorality. 22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I 
will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 24 ‘But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, 
who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I 
place no other burden on you. 25 ‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who 
overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE 
NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE 
BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the 
morning star. 29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’  

 
4 Revelation 3 

1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  
He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a 
name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 ‘Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which 
were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 ‘So remember 
what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 4 ‘But you have a few people 
in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
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5 ‘He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the 
book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 ‘He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  
He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts 
and no one opens, says this:  
8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you 
have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 ‘Behold, I will cause 
those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them 
come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you have 
kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is 
about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 ‘I am coming quickly; 
hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him 
a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the 
name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of 
heaven from My God, and My new name. 13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’ 
 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  
The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  
15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 ‘So 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17 ‘Because you 
say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you 
are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined 
by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the 
shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 
19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 20 ‘Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine 
with him, and he with Me. 21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”  

 
Some have degenerated so much that they have ceased to be churches of Christ and have 
become synagogues of Satan.5  
 

5 Revelation 18:2 
And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and 
hateful bird.  

 

5 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 
11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 
12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 
Nevertheless, Christ always has had and will have in this world to the very end a kingdom 
of those who believe in him and profess his name.6  
 

6 Matthew 16:18 
I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades 
will not overpower it.  

 
6 Psalm 72:17 

May his name endure forever;  
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May his name increase as long as the sun shines;  
And let men bless themselves by him;  
Let all nations call him blessed.  

 
6 Psalm 102:28 

“The children of Your servants will continue,  
And their descendants will be established before You.”  

 
6 Revelation 12:17 

So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, 
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the church. By the Father’s appointment, all 
authority is conferred on him in a supreme and sovereign manner to call, institute, order 
and govern the church.7  The Pope of Roman Catholicism cannot in any sense be head of 
the church; rather, he is the antichrist, the man of lawlessness, and the son of destruction, 
who exalts himself in the church against Christ and all that is called God. The Lord will 
destroy him with the brightness of his coming.8 
 

--- 
 
4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the church. By the Father’s appointment, all 
authority is conferred on him in a supreme and sovereign manner to call, institute, order 
and govern the church.7 
 

7 Colossians 1:18 
18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  

 
7 Matthew 28:18-20 

18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 
7 Ephesians 4:11-12 

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body 
of Christ; 

  
The Pope of Roman Catholicism cannot in any sense be head of the church; rather, he is 
the antichrist, the man of lawlessness, and the son of destruction, who exalts himself in the 
church against Christ and all that is called God. The Lord will destroy him with the 
brightness of his coming.8  
 

8 2 Thessalonians 2:2-9 
2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or 
a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive 
you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 
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son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, 
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember 
that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, 
so that in his time he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who 
now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom 
the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 9 

that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false 
wonders,  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
5. In exercising the authority entrusted to him, the Lord Jesus, through the ministry of his 
Word,  by his Spirit, calls to himself out of the world those who are given to him by his 
Father.9  They are called so that they will live before him in all the ways of obedience that 
he prescribes for them in his Word.10  Those who are called he commands to live together 
in locala societies, or churches, for their mutual edification and the fitting conduct of public 
worship that he requires of them while they are in the world.11 
 

--- 
 
5. In exercising the authority entrusted to him, the Lord Jesus, through the ministry of his 
Word,  by his Spirit, calls to himself out of the world those who are given to him by his 
Father.9   
 

9 John 10:16 
I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and 
they will become one flock with one shepherd.  

 
9 John 12:32 

And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.”  
 
They are called so that they will live before him in all the ways of obedience that he 
prescribes for them in his Word.10   
 

10 Matthew 28:20 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”  

 
Those who are called he commands to live together in locala societies, or churches, for their 
mutual edification and the fitting conduct of public worship that he requires of them while 
they are in the world.11  
 

11 Matthew 18:15–20 
15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF 
TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.19 “Again I say to you, that if two of you 
agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.” 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
6. The members of these churches are saints by calling, visibly displaying and 
demonstrating in and by their profession and life their obedience to the call of Christ.12  
They willingly agree to live together according to Christ’s instructions, giving themselves to 
the Lord and to one another by the will of God, with the stated purpose of following the 
ordinances of the Gospel.13 
 

--- 
 
6. The members of these churches are saints by calling, visibly displaying and 
demonstrating in and by their profession and life their obedience to the call of Christ.12   
 

12 Romans 1:7 
to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
12 1 Corinthians 1:2 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:  

 
They willingly agree to live together according to Christ’s instructions, giving themselves to 
the Lord and to one another by the will of God, with the stated purpose of following the 
ordinances of the Gospel.13  
 

13 Acts 2:41-42 
41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three 
thousand souls. 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  

 
13 Acts 5:13-14 

13 But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 

And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their 
number,  

 
13 2 Corinthians 9:13 

Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your 
confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all,  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. To every church gathered in this way, conforming to Christ’s mind as declared in his 
Word, he has given all power and authority that is in any way necessary to conduct the 
form of worship and discipline that he has instituted for them to observe. He has also given 
them commands and rules to use and carry out that power rightly and properly.14  
 

14 Matthew 18:17-18 
17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall 
have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.  
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14 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 

4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus, 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

 
14 1 Corinthians 5:13 

But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.  
 

14 2 Corinthians 2:6-8 
6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority,  
7 so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
8. A local church, gathered and fully organized according to the mind of Christ, consists of 
officers and members. The officers appointed by Christ are overseers or elders, and 
deacons. They are to be chosen and set apart by the church called and gathered in this way, 
for the distinctive purpose of administering ordinances and for carrying out any other 
power or duty Christ entrusts them with or calls them to. This pattern is to be continued to 
the end of the age.15  
 

15 Acts 20:17 
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church.  

 
15 Acts 20:28 

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  

 
15 Philippians 1:1 

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus,  
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons: 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
9. Christ has appointed the way to call someone prepared and gifted by the Holy Spirit to 
the office of overseer or elder in a church. He must be chosen by the collective vote of the 
church itself.16  He must then be solemnly set apart by fasting and prayer. The body of 
elders of the church must lay hands on him if there are any already in place.17  A deacon 
must be chosen by the same kind of vote and set apart by prayer and laying on of hands as 
well.18 
 

--- 
 
9. Christ has appointed the way to call someone prepared and gifted by the Holy Spirit to 
the office of overseer or elder in a church. He must be chosen by the collective vote of the 
church itself.16   
 

16 Acts 14:23 
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When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  

 
He must then be solemnly set apart by fasting and prayer. The body of elders of the church 
must lay hands on him if there are any already in place.17  
 

17 1 Timothy 4:14 
Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance 
with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.  

 
A deacon must be chosen by the same kind of vote and set apart by prayer and laying on of 
hands as well.18  
 

18 Acts 6:3-6 
3 Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas 
and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, 
they laid their hands on them. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
10. The work of pastors is to give constant attention to the service of Christ in his churches 
in the ministry of the word and prayer. They are to watch over the souls of church 
members as those who must give an account to Christ.19  The churches to whom they 
minister must not only give them all due respect but also must share with them from all 
their good things according to their ability.20  They must do this so their pastors may have 
a comfortable living without having to be entangled in secular matters21 and so they can 
show hospitality to others.22  This is required by the law of nature and by the explicit 
command of our Lord Jesus, who has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should 
earn their living by the Gospel.23 
 

--- 
 
10. The work of pastors is to give constant attention to the service of Christ in his churches 
in the ministry of the word and prayer. They are to watch over the souls of church 
members as those who must give an account to Christ.19   
 

19 Acts 6:4 
But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  

 
19 Hebrews 13:17 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  

 
The churches to whom they minister must not only give them all due respect but also must 
share with them from all their good things according to their ability.20   
 

20 1 Timothy 5:17-18 
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17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work 
hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE 
IS THRESHING,” and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.” 

 
20 Galatians 6:6-7 

6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. 7 Do not be 
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap 

 
They must do this so their pastors may have a comfortable living without having to be 
entangled in secular matters21 

 
21 2 Timothy 2:4 

No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the 
one who enlisted him as a soldier.  

 

and so they can show hospitality to others.22   
 

22 1 Timothy 3:2 
An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach,  

 
This is required by the law of nature and by the explicit command of our Lord Jesus, who 
has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should earn their living by the Gospel.23 
 

23 1 Corinthians 9:6-14 
6 Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working? 7 Who at any time serves as a 
soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a 
flock and does not use the milk of the flock? 8 I am not speaking these things according to human 
judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, 
“YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 
10 Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman 
ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops. 11 If we sowed spiritual 
things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others share the right over you, 
do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat 
the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? 14 So 
also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
11. Although overseers or pastors of churches must be engaged in preaching the word as a 
function of their office, yet the work of preaching the word is not totally restricted to them. 
Others who are also gifted and prepared by the Holy Spirit for it and approved and called 
by the church may and should preach.24 
 

24 Acts 11:19–21 
19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with 
Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to 
Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and 
began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 
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24 1 Peter 4:10-11 
10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; 
whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all 
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
12. All believers are obligated to join themselves to locala churches when and where they 
have the opportunity. Likewise, all who are admitted to the privileges of a church are also 
subject to the disciplineb and government of it, according to the rule of Christ.25 
  
b censures 
 

25 1 Thessalonians 5:14 
We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone. 

 
25 2 Thessalonians 3:6 

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every 
brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.  

 
25 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not 
associate with him, so that he will be put to shame. 15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
13. Church members who have been offended and have performed their duty concerning 
the person by which they are offended, should not disrupt any church action or absent 
themselves from the assemblies of the church or administration of any ordinances because 
of the offence at any of their fellow members. Instead, they should look to Christ in the 
further action of the church.26 
 

26 Matthew 18:15-17 
15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 
brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF 
TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 

 
26 Ephesians 4:2-3 

2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
14. Every church and all its members are obligated to pray continually for the good and 
prosperity of all churches of Christ in every place.27  They must also—at every opportunity 
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within the limits of their stations and callings—exercise their gifts and graces to benefit 
every church. Also, when churches are raised up by the providence of God, insofar as they 
enjoy opportunity and favorable circumstances for it, they should have fellowshipc among 
themselves for their peace, growth in love, and mutual edification.28 
 
c communion, implying formal association 
 

--- 
 
14. Every church and all its members are obligated to pray continually for the good and 
prosperity of all churches of Christ in every place.27  
 

27 Ephesians 6:18 
With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all 
perseverance and petition for all the saints,  

 
27 Psalm 122:6 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  
“May they prosper who love you.  

 
They must also—at every opportunity within the limits of their stations and callings—
exercise their gifts and graces to benefit every church. Also, when churches are raised up 
by the providence of God, insofar as they enjoy opportunity and favorable circumstances 
for it, they should have fellowship among themselves for their peace, growth in love, and 
mutual edification.28 
 

28 Romans 16:1-2  
1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; 2 that you 
receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she 
may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well. 

 
28 3 John 8-10 

8 Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth. 9 I wrote 
something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not accept what we 
say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us 
with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, and he 
forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
15. Cases of difficulties or differences—doctrinal or administrative—may arise, touching 
on the peace, union, and edification of all churches in general or an individual church. 
Other cases may occur when a member or members of a church are injured in or by 
disciplinary action that is not in keeping with truth and order. In such cases, it is according 
to the mind of Christ for many churches having fellowshipc together to meet through their 
messengers to consider and give their advice concerning the issue in dispute and to report 
their advice to all the churches concerned.29 Nevertheless, these assembled messengers are 
not entrusted with any church authority, strictly speaking. Neither do they have any 



13 
 

jurisdiction over the churches themselves, to exercise any discipline either over any 
churches or individuals or to impose their decision on the churches or officers.30 
 

--- 
 
15. Cases of difficulties or differences—doctrinal or administrative—may arise, touching 
on the peace, union, and edification of all churches in general or an individual church. 
Other cases may occur when a member or members of a church are injured in or by 
disciplinary action that is not in keeping with truth and order. In such cases, it is according 
to the mind of Christ for many churches having fellowshipc together to meet through their 
messengers to consider and give their advice concerning the issue in dispute and to report 
their advice to all the churches concerned.29  
 

29 Acts 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23, 25 
(Note: continuous passage provided for context) 1 Some men came down from Judea and began 
teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 
saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren 
determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles 
and elders concerning this issue. 3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing 
through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were 
bringing great joy to all the brethren. 4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the 
church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5 But some 
of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them and 
to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 7 After there had been much 
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, 
who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He 
made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore why do you 
put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the 
same way as they also are.” 
12 All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what 
signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 

 
13 After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me. 14 Simeon has 
related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. 
15 With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 
16 ‘AFTER THESE THINGS I will return, 
AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, 
AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, 
AND I WILL RESTORE IT, 
17 SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, 
AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,’ 
18 SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO.  
19 “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the 
Gentiles, 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from 
fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. 21 For Moses from ancient generations has in 
every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” 
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from 
among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas—Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading 
men among the brethren, 23 and they sent this letter by them, “The apostles and the brethren who are 
elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings. 24 Since 
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we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their 
words, unsettling your souls, 25 it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to 
send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

 
Nevertheless, these assembled messengers are not entrusted with any church authority, 
strictly speaking. Neither do they have any jurisdiction over the churches themselves, to 
exercise any discipline either over any churches or individuals or to impose their decision 
on the churches or officers.30 
 

30 2 Corinthians 1:24 
Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are 
standing firm.  

 
30 1 John 4:1 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world.  

 
 


