
Chapter 24 – Civil Government 
 
1. God, the supreme Lord and King of the whole world, has ordained civil authorities to be 
under him and over the people, for his own glory and the public good. For this purpose he 
has armed them with the power of the sword, to defend and encourage those who do good 
and to punish evildoers.1 
 

1 Romans 13:1-4 
1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed 
the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For 
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? 
Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. 
But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of 
God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
2. Christians may lawfully accept and carry out the duties of public office when called to do 
so. In performing their office they must especially maintain justice and peace,2 according to 
the wholesome laws of each kingdom or other political entity. To carry out these duties they 
are authorized now under the New Testament to wage war in just and necessary 
situations.3 
 

--- 
 
2. Christians may lawfully accept and carry out the duties of public office when called to do 
so. In performing their office they must especially maintain justice and peace,2  
 

2 2 Samuel 23:3 
“The God of Israel said,  
The Rock of Israel spoke to me,  
‘He who rules over men righteously,  
Who rules in the fear of God,  

 
2 Psalm 82:3-4 

3 Vindicate the weak and fatherless;  
Do justice to the afflicted and destitute.  
4 Rescue the weak and needy; 
Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. 

 
according to the wholesome laws of each kingdom or other political entity. To carry out 
these duties they are authorized now under the New Testament to wage war in just and 
necessary situations.3 
 

3 Luke 3:14 
Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, “And what about us, what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your 
wages.” 

 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
3. Because civil authorities are established by God for the purposes stated, we should 
submit in the Lord to them in everything lawful that they require. We should submit not 
only for fear of punishment but also for the sake of conscience.4  We ought to make 
requests and prayers for kings and everyone in authority, so that under their rule we may 
live a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty.5 
 

--- 
 
3. Because civil authorities are established by God for the purposes stated, we should 
submit in the Lord to them in everything lawful that they require. We should submit not 
only for fear of punishment but also for the sake of conscience.4   
 

4 Romans 13:5-7 
5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this 
very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

 
4 1 Peter 2:17 

Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.  
 
We ought to make requests and prayers for kings and everyone in authority, so that under 
their rule we may live a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty.5 

 
5 1 Timothy 2:1-2 

1 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of 
all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity. 

 


