
Chapter 2 – God and the Holy Trinity 
 
1. The Lord our God is one, the only living and true God.1  He is self-existent2 and infinite 
in being and perfection. His essence cannot be understood by anyone but him.3  He is a 
perfectly pure spirit.4  He is invisible and has no body, parts, or changeable emotions.a He 
alone has immortality, dwelling in light that no one can approach.5  He is unchangeable,6 
immense,b,7 eternal,8 incomprehensible, almighty,9 in every way infinite, absolutely holy,10 
perfectly wise, wholly free, completely absolute. He works all things according to the 
counsel of his own unchangeable and completely righteous will11 for his own glory.12  He is 
most loving, gracious, merciful, and patient. He overflows with goodness and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. He rewards those who seek him diligently.13  At 
the same time, he is perfectly just and terrifying in his judgments.14  He hates all sin15 and 
will certainly not clear the guilty.16 
  
a passions 
b transcends all space 
 

--- 
 
1. The Lord our God is one, the only living and true God.1   
 

1 1 Corinthians 8:4 
Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an 
idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.  

 
1 1 Corinthians 8:6 

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.  

 
1 Deuteronomy 6:4 

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  
 
He is self-existent2 
 

2 Jeremiah 10:10 
But the Lord is the true God;  
He is the living God and the everlasting King.  
At His wrath the earth quakes,  
And the nations cannot endure His indignation.  

2 Isaiah 48:12 
“Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called;  
I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.  

 

and infinite in being and perfection. His essence cannot be understood by anyone but him.3   
 

3 Exodus 3:14 
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’ ”  

 
He is a perfectly pure spirit.4   



 
4 John 4:24 

 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  
 
He is invisible and has no body, parts, or changeable emotions. He alone has immortality, 
dwelling in light that no one can approach.5  
 

5 1 Timothy 1:17 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
5 Deuteronomy 4:15-16 

15 “So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day the Lord spoke to you at 
Horeb from the midst of the fire,  
16 so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female,  

 
He is unchangeable,6 

 
6 Malachi 3:6 

“For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.  
 
immense,7 

 
7 1 Kings 8:27 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You, 
how much less this house which I have built! 
 

7 Jeremiah 23:23 
“Am I a God who is near,” declares the Lord,  
“And not a God far off?  

 

eternal,8  
 

8 Psalm 90:2 
Before the mountains were born  
Or You gave birth to the earth and the world,  
Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.  

 
incomprehensible, almighty,9 

 
9 Genesis 17:1 

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him,  
“I am God Almighty;  
Walk before Me, and be blameless.  

 

in every way infinite, absolutely holy,10  
 

10 Isaiah 6:3 
And one called out to another and said,  
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts,  
The whole earth is full of His glory.”  



 
perfectly wise, wholly free, completely absolute. He works all things according to the 
counsel of his own unchangeable and completely righteous will11  
 

11 Psalm 115:3  
But our God is in the heavens;  
He does whatever He pleases.  

 
11 Isaiah 46:10 

Declaring the end from the beginning,  
And from ancient times things which have not been done,  
Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,  
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’;  

 
for his own glory.12   
 

12 Proverbs 16:4 
The Lord has made everything for its own purpose,  
Even the wicked for the day of evil.  

 
12 Romans 11:36 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.  
 
He is most loving, gracious, merciful, and patient. He overflows with goodness and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. He rewards those who seek him diligently.13  
 

13 Exodus 34:6 
Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;  

 
13 Hebrews 11:6 

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and 
that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  

 
At the same time, he is perfectly just and terrifying in his judgments.14  
 

14 Nehemiah 9:32-33 
32 “Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and 
lovingkindness,  
Do not let all the hardship seem insignificant before You,  
Which has come upon us, our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers and on all Your 
people,  
From the days of the kings of Assyria to this day.  
33 “However, You are just in all that has come upon us; 
For You have dealt faithfully, but we have acted wickedly. 

 
He hates all sin15  
 

15 Proverbs 5:5-6  
5 The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; 
You hate all who do iniquity. 
 6 You destroy those who speak falsehood; 
The Lord abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit. 



 
and will certainly not clear the guilty.16 

 
16 Exodus 34:7 

who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by 
no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” 

 
16 Nahum 1:2-3 

2 A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; 
The Lord is avenging and wrathful. 
The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, 
And He reserves wrath for His enemies. 
3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, 
And the Lord will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. 
In whirlwind and storm is His way, 
And clouds are the dust beneath His feet. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
2. God has all life,17 glory,18 goodness,19 and blessedness in and of himself; he alone is all-
sufficient in himself. He does not need any creature he has made nor does he derive any 
glory from them.20  Instead, he demonstrates his own glory in them, by them, to them, and 
upon them. He alone is the source of all being, and everything is from him, through him, 
and to him.21  He has absolute sovereign rule over all creatures, to act through them, for 
them, or upon them as he pleases.22  In his sight everything is open and visible.23  His 
knowledge is infinite and infallible. It does not depend upon any creature, so for him 
nothing is contingent or uncertain.24  He is absolutely holy in all his plans, in all his 
works,25 and in all his commands. Angels and human beings owe to him all the worship,26 
service, or obedience that creatures owe to the Creator and whatever else he is pleased to 
require of them. 
 

--- 
  
2. God has all life,17 

 
17 John 5:26 

“For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;  

 
glory,18  
 

18 Psalm 148:13 
Let them praise the name of the Lord,  
For His name alone is exalted;  
His glory is above earth and heaven.  

 
goodness,19 

 
19 Psalm 119:68 

You are good and do good;  



Teach me Your statutes.  
 
and blessedness in and of himself; he alone is all-sufficient in himself. He does not need any 
creature he has made nor does he derive any glory from them.20   
 

20 Job 22:2-3 
2 “Can a vigorous man be of use to God, 
Or a wise man be useful to himself? 
3 “Is there any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous, 
Or profit if you make your ways perfect? 

 
Instead, he demonstrates his own glory in them, by them, to them, and upon them. He 
alone is the source of all being, and everything is from him, through him, and to him.21   
 

21 Romans 11:34-36 
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 
35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 
36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

 
He has absolute sovereign rule over all creatures, to act through them, for them, or upon 
them as he pleases.22  
 

22 Daniel 4:25 
that you be driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the field, and you 
be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will 
pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it 
on whomever He wishes.  

 
22 Daniel 4:34-35 

34 “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason 
returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; 
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
But He does according to His will in the host of heaven 
And among the inhabitants of earth; 
And no one can ward off His hand 
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’  

 
In his sight everything is open and visible.23   
 

23 Hebrews 4:13 
And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do.  

 
His knowledge is infinite and infallible. It does not depend upon any creature, so for him 
nothing is contingent or uncertain.24   
 

24 Ezekiel 11:5 
Then the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, ‘Thus says the Lord, “So you think, 
house of Israel, for I know your thoughts. 

  



24 Acts 15:18 
Says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago.  

He is absolutely holy in all his plans, in all his works,25  
 

25 Psalm 45:17 
I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations;  
Therefore the peoples will give You thanks forever and ever.  

 
and in all his commands. Angels and human beings owe to him all the worship,26  
 

26 Revelation 5:12-14 
12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.” 
13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 
all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and 
honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.” 
14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 
service, or obedience that creatures owe to the Creator and whatever else he is pleased to 
require of them. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
3. This divine and infinite Being consists of three real persons,c the Father, the Word or 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.27  These three have the same substance, power, and eternity, each 
having the whole divine essence without this essence being divided.28  The Father is not 
derived from anyone, neither begotten nor proceeding. The Son is eternally begotten of the 
Father.29   The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.30  All three are infinite 
and without beginning and are therefore only one God, who is not to be divided in nature 
and being. Yet these three are distinguished by several distinctive characteristics and 
personal relations. This truth of the Trinity is the foundation of all of our fellowship with 
God and of our comforting dependence on him. 
  
c subsistences, or individual instances of a given essence 
 

--- 
 
3. This divine and infinite Being consists of three real persons,c the Father, the Word or 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.27  
 

27 1 John 5:7 
For there are three that testify: 

  
27 Matthew 28:19 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, 

 
27 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.  



 
These three have the same substance, power, and eternity, each having the whole divine 
essence without this essence being divided.28   
 

28 Exodus 3:14 
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’ ”  

 

28 John 14:11 
“Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works 
themselves.  

 
28 1 Corinthians 8:6 

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.  

 
The Father is not derived from anyone, neither begotten nor proceeding. The Son is 
eternally begotten of the Father.29    
 

29 John 1:14 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 
29 John 1:18 

No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has 
explained Him.  

 
The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.30   
 

30 John 15:26 
“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,  

 
30 Galatians 4:6 

Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  
 
All three are infinite and without beginning and are therefore only one God, who is not to 
be divided in nature and being. Yet these three are distinguished by several distinctive 
characteristics and personal relations. This truth of the Trinity is the foundation of all of 
our fellowship with God and of our comforting dependence on him. 


