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Chapter 19 – The Law of God 
 
1. God gave Adam a law of comprehensive obedience written in his heart and a specific 
precept not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.1  By these God 
obligated him and all his descendants to personal, total, exact, and perpetual obedience.2  
God promised life if Adam fulfilled it and threatened death if he broke it, and he gave 
Adam the power and ability to keep it.3 
 

--- 
 
1. God gave Adam a law of comprehensive obedience written in his heart and a specific 
precept not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.1   
 

1 Genesis 1:27 
God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them.  

 
1 Ecclesiastes 7:29 

Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices.”  
 
By these God obligated him and all his descendants to personal, total, exact, and perpetual 
obedience.2   
 

2 Romans 10:5 

For Moses writes that the man who practices the righteousness which is based on law shall live by that 
righteousness.  

 
God promised life if Adam fulfilled it and threatened death if he broke it, and he gave 
Adam the power and ability to keep it.3 
 

3 Galatians 3:10-12 
10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “CURSED IS 
EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM 
THEM.” 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN 
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, “HE WHO PRACTICES 
THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.” 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. The same law that was first written in the human heart continued to be a perfect rule of 
righteousness after the fall.4  It was delivered by God on Mount Sinai in ten 
commandments and was written in two tables. The first four commandments contain our 
duty to God and the other six our duty to humanity.5 
 

--- 
 
2. The same law that was first written in the human heart continued to be a perfect rule of 
righteousness after the fall.4   
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4 Romans 2:14-15 

14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not 
having the Law, are a law to themselves,15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their 
hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them,  

 
It was delivered by God on Mount Sinai in ten commandments and was written in two 
tables. The first four commandments contain our duty to God and the other six our duty to 
humanity.5 
 

5 Deuteronomy 10:4 
He wrote on the tablets, like the former writing, the Ten Commandments which the LORD had spoken 
to you on the mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly; and the LORD gave them 
to me.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. In addition to this law—usually called the moral law—God was pleased to give the 
people of Israel ceremonial laws, containing several typological ordinances. In some ways 
these concerned worship, by prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions, sufferings, and 
benefits.6  In other ways they revealed various instructions about moral duties.7  Since all of 
these ceremonial laws were appointed only until the new ordera arrived, they are now 
abolished and taken away by Jesus Christ. As the true Messiah and the only law-giver, he 
was empowered by the Father to do this.8 
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3. In addition to this law—usually called the moral law—God was pleased to give the 
people of Israel ceremonial laws, containing several typological ordinances. In some ways 
these concerned worship, by prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions, sufferings, and 
benefits.6   
 

6 Hebrews 10:1 
For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can 
never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw 
near.  

 

6 Colossians 2:17 
things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  

 
In other ways they revealed various instructions about moral duties.7   
 

7 1 Corinthians 5:7 
Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ 
our Passover also has been sacrificed.  
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Since all of these ceremonial laws were appointed only until the new order arrived, they are 
now abolished and taken away by Jesus Christ. As the true Messiah and the only law-giver, 
he was empowered by the Father to do this.8 
 

8 Colossians 2:14-17 
having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; 
and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

 
8 Colossians 2:16-17  

16 Therefore no one is to aact as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a 
new moon or a Sabbath day— 17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the 
substance belongs to Christ.  

 
8 Ephesians 2:14-16 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained 
in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the 
enmity. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. To Israel he also gave various judicial laws, which ceased at the same time their nation 
ended. These laws no longer obligate anyone as part of that institution. Only their general 
principles of justice continue to have moral value.9 
  

9 1 Corinthians 9:8–10 
8 I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say 
these things? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS 
THRESHING.” God is not concerned about oxen, is He? 10 Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? 
Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh 
in hope of sharing the crops. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5. The moral law forever requires obedience of everyone, both those who are justified as 
well as others.10  This obligation arises not only because of its content but also because of 
the authority of God the Creator who gave it.11 Nor does Christ in any way dissolve this 
obligation in the Gospel; instead he greatly strengthens it.12 
 

--- 
  
5. The moral law forever requires obedience of everyone, both those who are justified as 
well as others.10 

   
10 Romans 13:8-10  

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the 
law. 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT 
STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this 
saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
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10 James 2:8-12 

8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one 
point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO 
NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become 
a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

 
This obligation arises not only because of its content but also because of the authority of 
God the Creator who gave it.11  
 

11 James 2:10-11 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For 
He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 

 
Nor does Christ in any way dissolve this obligation in the Gospel; instead he greatly 
strengthens it.12 

 
12  Matthew 5:17–19 

17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 
12  Romans 3:31 

Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
6. True believers are not under the law as a covenant of works, to be justified or 
condemned by it.13  Yet it is very useful to them and to others as a rule of life that informs 
them of the will of God and their duty. It directs and obligates them to live according to its 
precepts. It also exposes the sinful corruptions of their natures, hearts, and lives. As they 
examine themselves in light of the law, they come to further conviction of, humiliation for, 
and hatred of sin,14 along with a clearer view of their need for Christ and the perfection of 
his obedience. The law is also useful to the regenerate to restrain their corruptions because 
it forbids sin. The punishment threatened by the law shows them what even their sins 
deserve and what troubles they may expect in this life due to their sin, even though they are 
freed from the curse and undiminished severity of it. The promises of the law likewise show 
them God’s approval of obedience and the blessings they may expect when they keep it, 
even though these blessings are not owed to them by the law as a covenant of works. If 
people do good and refrain from evil because the law encourages good and discourages evil, 
that does not indicate that they are under the law and not under grace.15 
 

--- 
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6. True believers are not under the law as a covenant of works, to be justified or 
condemned by it.13 
 

13 Romans 6:14 
For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.  

 
13 Galatians 2:16 

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ 
Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.  

 
13 Romans 8:1 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
 

13 Romans 10:4 
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  

 
Yet it is very useful to them and to others as a rule of life that informs them of the will of 
God and their duty. It directs and obligates them to live according to its precepts. It also 
exposes the sinful corruptions of their natures, hearts, and lives. As they examine 
themselves in light of the law, they come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and 
hatred of sin,14 

 
14 Romans 3:20  

because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the 
knowledge of sin.  

 
14 Romans 7:7 

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to 
know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, 
“YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”  

 

along with a clearer view of their need for Christ and the perfection of his obedience. The 
law is also useful to the regenerate to restrain their corruptions because it forbids sin. The 
punishment threatened by the law shows them what even their sins deserve and what 
troubles they may expect in this life due to their sin, even though they are freed from the 
curse and undiminished severity of it. The promises of the law likewise show them God’s 
approval of obedience and the blessings they may expect when they keep it, even though 
these blessings are not owed to them by the law as a covenant of works. If people do good 
and refrain from evil because the law encourages good and discourages evil, that does not 
indicate that they are under the law and not under grace.15 
 

15 Romans 6:12-14  
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on 
presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves 
to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For 
sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

 
15 1 Peter 3:8-13 

8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not 
returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very 
purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 10 For, 
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“THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, 
MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT. 
11 “HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; 
HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT. 
12 “FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, 
AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, 
BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL.” 
13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. These uses of the law are not contrary to the grace of the Gospel but are in sweet 
harmony with it,16 for the Spirit of Christ subdues and enables the human will to do freely 
and cheerfully what the will of God as revealed in the law requires.17 
 

--- 
 
7. These uses of the law are not contrary to the grace of the Gospel but are in sweet 
harmony with it,16  
 

16 Galatians 3:21 
Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had 
been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been 
based on law.  

 
for the Spirit of Christ subdues and enables the human will to do freely and cheerfully 
what the will of God as revealed in the law requires.17 
 

17 Ezekiel 36:27 
I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be 
careful to observe My ordinances.  

 


