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Chapter 16 – Good Works 
 
1. Good works are only those works that God has commanded in his holy Word.1  Works 
that do not have this warrant are invented by people out of blind zeal or on a pretense of 
good intentions and are not truly good.2 
 

--- 
 
1. Good works are only those works that God has commanded in his holy Word.1   
 

1 Micah 6:8 
He has told you, O man, what is good;  
And what does the LORD require of you  
But to do justice, to love kindness,  
And to walk humbly with your God?  

 
1 Hebrews 13:21 

equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Works that do not have this warrant are invented by people out of blind zeal or on a 
pretense of good intentions and are not truly good.2 
 

2 Matthew 15:9 
‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME,  
TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.’ ”  

 
2 Isaiah 29:13 

Then the Lord said,  
“Because this people draw near with their words  
And honor Me with their lip service,  
But they remove their hearts far from Me,  
And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. These good works, done in obedience to God’s commandments, are the fruit and 
evidence of a true and living faith.3  Through good works believers express their 
thankfulness,4 strengthen their assurance,5 build up their brothers and sisters, adorn the 
profession of the gospel,6 stop the mouths of opponents, and glorify God.7  Believers are 
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,8 so that they bear fruit 
leading to holiness and have the outcome, eternal life.9 
 

--- 
 
2. These good works, done in obedience to God’s commandments, are the fruit and 
evidence of a true and living faith.3 
 

3 James 2:18 
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But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works.”  

 

3 James 2:22 
You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  

 
Through good works believers express their thankfulness,4  
 

4 Psalm 116:12-13 
12 What shall I render to the LORD  
For all His benefits toward me?  
13 I shall lift up the cup of salvation  
And call upon the name of the LORD.  

 
strengthen their assurance,5 

 
5 1 John 2:3 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
  

5 1 John 2:5 
but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we 
are in Him:  

 
5 2 Peter 1:5-11 

5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in 
your moral excellence, knowledge, 6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, 
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in 
your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you 
neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these 
qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, 
brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as 
you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

 
build up their brothers and sisters, adorn the profession of the gospel,6  
 

6 Matthew 5:16 
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven.  

 
stop the mouths of opponents, and glorify God.7   
 

7 1 Timothy 6:1 
All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the 
name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.  

 
7 1 Peter 2:15 

For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  
 

7 Philippians 1:11 
having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God.  
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Believers are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,8  
 

8 Ephesians 2:10 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
so that we would walk in them.  

 
so that they bear fruit leading to holiness and have the outcome, eternal life.9 
 

9 Romans 6:22 
But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in 
sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.  

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. Their ability to do good works does not arise at all from themselves but entirely from the 
Spirit of Christ.10  To enable them to do good works, they need—in addition to the graces 
they have already received—an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to work in them to 
will and to do his good pleasure.11  Yet this is no reason for them to grow negligent, as if 
they were not required to perform any duty without a special motion of the Spirit. Instead, 
they should be diligent to stir up the grace of God that is in them.12 
 

--- 
 
3. Their ability to do good works does not arise at all from themselves but entirely from the 
Spirit of Christ.10   
 

10 John 15:4-5  
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so 
neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  

 
To enable them to do good works, they need—in addition to the graces they have already 
received—an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to work in them to will and to do his 
good pleasure.11  
 

11 2 Corinthians 3:5 
Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy 
is from God,  

 
11 Philippians 2:13 

for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  
 
Yet this is no reason for them to grow negligent, as if they were not required to perform 
any duty without a special motion of the Spirit. Instead, they should be diligent to stir up 
the grace of God that is in them.12 
  

12 Philippians 2:12 
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  
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12 Hebrews 6:11-12 
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of 
hope until the end, 12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.  

 
12 Isaiah 64:7 

There is no one who calls on Your name,  
Who arouses himself to take hold of You;  
For You have hidden Your face from us  
And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. Those who attain the greatest heights of obedience possible in this life are far from being 
able to merit reward by going beyond dutya or to do more than God requires. Instead, they 
fall short of much that is their duty to do.13 
  
a supererogate 
 

13 Job 9:2-3 
2 “In truth I know that this is so;  
But how can a man be in the right before God?  
3 “If one wished to dispute with Him,  
He could not answer Him once in a thousand times.  

 
13 Galatians 5:17 

For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition 
to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  

 
13 Luke 17:10 

So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we 
have done only that which we ought to have done.’ ”  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5. We cannot, even by our best works, merit pardon of sin or eternal life from God’s hand, 
due to the huge disproportion between our works and the glory to come, and the infinite 
distance between us and God. By these works we can neither benefit God nor satisfy him 
for the debt of our former sins.14  When we have done all we can, we have only done our 
duty and are unprofitable servants. Since our good works are good, they must proceed 
from his Spirit;15 and since they are performed by us, they are defiled and mixed with so 
much weakness and imperfection that they cannot withstand the severity of God’s 
punishment.16 
 

--- 
 
5. We cannot, even by our best works, merit pardon of sin or eternal life from God’s hand, 
due to the huge disproportion between our works and the glory to come, and the infinite 
distance between us and God. By these works we can neither benefit God nor satisfy him 
for the debt of our former sins.14   
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14 Romans 3:20 

because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the 
knowledge of sin.  

 
14 Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not 
as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

 
14 Romans 4:6 

just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from 
works:  

 
When we have done all we can, we have only done our duty and are unprofitable servants. 
Since our good works are good, they must proceed from his Spirit;15  
 

15 Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  
 
and since they are performed by us, they are defiled and mixed with so much weakness and 
imperfection that they cannot withstand the severity of God’s punishment.16 
  

16 Isaiah 64:6 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean,  
And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;  
And all of us wither like a leaf,  
And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

 
16 Psalm 143:2 

And do not enter into judgment with Your servant,  
For in Your sight no man living is righteous.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
6. Nevertheless, believers are accepted through Christ, and thus their good works are also 
accepted in him.17  This acceptance does not mean our good works are completely 
blameless and irreproachable in God’s sight. Instead, God views them in his Son, and so he 
is pleased to accept and reward that which is sincere, even though it is accompanied by 
many weaknesses and imperfections.18 
 

--- 
 
6. Nevertheless, believers are accepted through Christ, and thus their good works are also 
accepted in him.17   
 

17 Ephesians 1:6 
to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

 
17 1 Peter 2:5 
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you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

 
This acceptance does not mean our good works are completely blameless and 
irreproachable in God’s sight. Instead, God views them in his Son, and so he is pleased to 
accept and reward that which is sincere, even though it is accompanied by many 
weaknesses and imperfections.18 
  

18 Matthew 25:21 
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

 
18 Matthew 25:23 

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

 
18 Hebrews 6:10 

For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, 
in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. Works done by unregenerate people may in themselves be commanded by God and 
useful to themselves and others.19  Yet they do not come from a heart purified by faith20 
and are not done in a right manner according to the Word21 nor with a right goal—the 
glory of God.22   Therefore, they are sinful and cannot please God. They cannot qualify 
anyone to receive grace from God,23 and yet their neglect is even more sinful and 
displeasing to God.24 
 

--- 
 
7. Works done by unregenerate people may in themselves be commanded by God and 
useful to themselves and others.19  
 

19 2 Kings 10:30 
The LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in executing what is right in My eyes, and have 
done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth generation 
shall sit on the throne of Israel.”  

 
19 1 Kings 21:27-29 

27 It came about when Ahab heard these words, that he tore his clothes and put onsackcloth and fasted, 
and he lay in sackcloth and went about despondently.28 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, 29 “Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled 
himself before Me, I will not bring the evil in his days, but I will bring the evil upon his house in his 
son’s days.” 

 
Yet they do not come from a heart purified by faith20 

 
20 Genesis 4:5 

but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance 
fell.  
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20 Hebrews 11:4-6 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony 
that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND 
BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing 
to God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him 

 
and are not done in a right manner according to the Word21  
 

21 1 Corinthians 13:1 
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal.  

 
nor with a right goal—the glory of God.22 

 
22 Matthew 6:2 

“So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full.  

 
22 Matthew 6:5 

“When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have 
their reward in full.  

 
Therefore, they are sinful and cannot please God. They cannot qualify anyone to receive 
grace from God,23 

 
23 Amos 5:21-22 

21 “I hate, I reject your festivals,  
Nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies.  
22 “Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings,  
I will not accept them;  
And I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings.  

 

and yet their neglect is even more sinful and displeasing to God.24 
 

24 Romans 9:16 
So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.  

 
24 Titus 3:5 

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  

 
24 Job 21:14-15 

14 “They say to God, ‘Depart from us!  
We do not even desire the knowledge of Your ways.  
15 ‘Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him,  
And what would we gain if we entreat Him?’  
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24 Matthew 25:41 
“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which 
has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  

 


