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Chapter 1 – The Holy Scriptures 
 
1. The Holy Scriptures are the only sufficient, certain, and infallible standard of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience.1 The light of nature and the works of creation and 
providence so clearly demonstrate the goodness, wisdom, and power of God that people are 
left without excuse; however, these demonstrations are not sufficient to give the knowledge 
of God and his will that is necessary for salvation.2 Therefore, the Lord was pleased at 
different times and in various ways to reveal himself and to declare his will to his 
church.3 To preserve and propagate the truth better and to establish and comfort the 
church with greater certainty against the corruption of the flesh and the malice of Satan 
and the world, the Lord put this revelation completely in writing. Therefore, the Holy 
Scriptures are absolutely necessary, because God’s former ways of revealing his will to his 
people have now ceased.4 
 

--- 
 
1. The Holy Scriptures are the only sufficient, certain, and infallible standard of all saving 
knowledge, faith, and obedience.1 
 

1 2 Timothy 3:15-17 
and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom 
that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God 
may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
1 Isaiah 8:20 

To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no 
dawn. 

 
1 Luke 16:29, 31 

29 “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30 “But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ 
31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 
1 Ephesians 2:20  

having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone 

 
The light of nature and the works of creation and providence so clearly demonstrate the 
goodness, wisdom, and power of God that people are left without excuse; however, these 
demonstrations are not sufficient to give the knowledge of God and his will that is 
necessary for salvation.2 

 
2 Romans 1:19–21 

19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 
21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became 
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
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2 Romans 2:14-15 

14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not 
having the Law, are a law to themselves, 
15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and 
their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them 

 
2 Psalm 19:1–3  

1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; 
And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, 
And night to night reveals knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 
Their voice is not heard. 

 

 

Therefore, the Lord was pleased at different times and in various ways to reveal himself 
and to declare his will to his church.3   
 

3 Hebrews 1:1 
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 

 
To preserve and propagate the truth better and to establish and comfort the church with 
greater certainty against the corruption of the flesh and the malice of Satan and the world, 
the Lord put this revelation completely in writing. Therefore, the Holy Scriptures are 
absolutely necessary, because God’s former ways of revealing his will to his people have 
now ceased.4 
  

4 Proverbs 22:19–21 
19 So that your trust may be in the Lord, 
I have taught you today, even you. 
20 Have I not written to you excellent things 
Of counsels and knowledge, 
21 To make you know the certainty of the words of truth 
That you may correctly answer him who sent you? 

 
4 Romans 15:4 

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

 
4 2 Peter 1:19-20 

19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for 
the sake of you 

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. The Holy Scriptures, or the Word of God written, consist of all the books of the Old and 
New Testaments. These are: 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 
  
THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 
Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 
John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude, Revelation. 
  
All of these are given by the inspiration of God to be the standard of faith and life.5 
  

5 2 Timothy 3:16 
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness;  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. The books commonly called the Apocrypha were not given by divine inspiration and so 
are not part of the canon or standard of the Scriptures. Therefore, they have no authority 
for the church of God and are not to be recognized or used in any way different from other 
human writings.6 
  

6 Luke 24:27  
Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures.  

 
6 Luke 24:44  

Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all 
things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 

 
6 Romans 3:2  

Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4. The authority of the Holy Scriptures obligates belief in them. This authority does not 
depend on the testimony of any person or church but on God the author alone, who is truth 
itself. Therefore, the Scriptures are to be received because they are the Word of God.7 
  

7 2 Peter 1:19–21 
19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 
21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. 

 
7 2 Timothy 3:16 
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All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness;  

 
7 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also 
performs its work in you who believe.  

 
7 1 John 5:9  

If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for the testimony of God is this, 
that He has testified concerning His Son. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
5. The testimony of the church of God may stir and persuade us to adopt a high and 
reverent respect for the Holy Scriptures. Moreover, the heavenliness of the contents, the 
power of the system of truth, the majesty of the style, the harmony of all the parts, the 
central focus on giving all glory to God, the full revelation of the only way of salvation, and 
many other incomparable qualities and complete perfections, all provide abundant 
evidence that the Scriptures are the Word of God. Even so, our full persuasion and 
assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority of the Scriptures comes from the 
internal work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.8 
  

8 John 16:13,14 
13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak 
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 
come. 
14 “He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 

 
8 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 

10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of 
God. 
11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
know the things freely given to us by God, 

 
8 1 John 2:20 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.  
 

8 1 John 2:27 
As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for 
anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and 
just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
6. The whole counsel of God concerning everything essential for his own glory and man’s 
salvation, faith, and life is either explicitly stated or by necessary inference contained in the 
Holy Scriptures. Nothing is ever to be added to the Scriptures, either by new revelation of 
the Spirit or by human traditions.9 Nevertheless, we acknowledge that the inward 
illumination of the Spirit of God is necessary for a saving understanding of what is revealed 
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in the Word.10 We recognize that some circumstances concerning the worship of God and 
government of the church are common to human actions and organizations and are to be 
ordered by the light of nature and Christian wisdom, following the general rules of the 
Word, which must always be observed.11 
 

--- 
 
6. The whole counsel of God concerning everything essential for his own glory and man’s 
salvation, faith, and life is either explicitly stated or by necessary inference contained in the 
Holy Scriptures. Nothing is ever to be added to the Scriptures, either by new revelation of 
the Spirit or by human traditions.9 

 
9 2 Timothy 3:15-17   

15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom 
that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 
in righteousness; 
17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
9 Galatians 1:8-9 

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed! 
9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what 
you received, he is to be accursed! 

 
Nevertheless, we acknowledge that the inward illumination of the Spirit of God is necessary 
for a saving understanding of what is revealed in the Word.10  
 

10 John 6:45 
“It is written in the prophets, ‘AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.’ Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father, comes to Me.  

 
10 1 Corinthians 2:9-12 

9 but just as it is written, 
“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, 
AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, 
ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” 
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of 
God. 
11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? 
Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
know the things freely given to us by God, 

 
We recognize that some circumstances concerning the worship of God and government of 
the church are common to human actions and organizations and are to be ordered by the 
light of nature and Christian wisdom, following the general rules of the Word, which must 
always be observed.11 
  

11 1 Corinthians 11:13-14 
13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 
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14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 
 

11 1 Corinthians 14:26  
What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a 
revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.  

 
11 1 Corinthians 14:40  

But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. Some things in Scripture are clearer than others, and some people understand the 
teachings more clearly than others.12 However, the things that must be known, believed, 
and obeyed for salvation are so clearly set forth and explained in one part of Scripture or 
another that both the educated and uneducated may achieve a sufficient understanding of 
them by properly using ordinary measures.13 
 

--- 
 
7. Some things in Scripture are clearer than others, and some people understand the 
teachings more clearly than others.12    
 

12 2 Peter 3:16 
as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, 
which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.  

 
However, the things that must be known, believed, and obeyed for salvation are so clearly 
set forth and explained in one part of Scripture or another that both the educated and 
uneducated may achieve a sufficient understanding of them by properly using ordinary 
measures.13 
  

13 Psalm 19:8 
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;  
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  

 
13 Psalm 119:30 

I have chosen the faithful way;  
I have placed Your ordinances before me.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
8. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, the native language of the ancient people of 
God.14  The New Testament was written in Greek, which at the time it was written was 
most widely known to the nations. These Testaments were inspired directly by God and by 
his unique care and providence were kept pure down through the ages. They are therefore 
true and authoritativea, so that in all religious controversies the church must make their 
ultimate appeal to them.15 All God’s people have a right to and a claim on the Scriptures 
and are commanded in the fear of God to read16 and search them.17  Not all of God’s people 
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know these original languages, so the Scriptures are to be translated into the common 
language of every nation to which they come.18   
 
a authentical 
 

--- 
 
8. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew, the native language of the ancient people of 
God.14   
 

14 Romans 3:2 
Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.  

 
The New Testament was written in Greek, which at the time it was written was most widely 
known to the nations. These Testaments were inspired directly by God and by his unique 
care and providence were kept pure down through the ages. They are therefore true and 
authoritative, so that in all religious controversies the church must make their ultimate 
appeal to them.15  
 

15 Isaiah 8:20 
To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no 
dawn.  

 
All God’s people have a right to and a claim on the Scriptures and are commanded in the 
fear of God to read16   
 

16 Acts 15:15 
With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 

 
and search them.17  
 

17 John 5:39 
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me; 

 
Not all of God’s people know these original languages, so the Scriptures are to be 
translated into the common language of every nation to which they come.18 
 

18 1 Corinthians 14:6, 9, 11, 12, 24, 28  
(Note: continuous passage provided for context) 6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in 
tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of 
prophecy or of teaching? 7 Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they 
do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the 
harp? 8 For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle? 9 So also 
you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is spoken? For you 
will be speaking into the air. 10 There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and 
no kind is without meaning. 11 If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one 
who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me. 12 So also you, since you 
are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church. 13 Therefore let one who 
speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind 
is unfruitful. 15 What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; 
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I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also. 16 Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, 
how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he 
does not know what you are saying? 17 For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is 
not edified. 18 I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; 19 however, in the church I desire to 
speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a 
tongue. 20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be 
mature. 21 In the Law it is written, “BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I 
WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME,” says the Lord. 22 So then 
tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to 
unbelievers but to those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all 
speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad? 24 But if 
all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account 
by all; 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship God, 
declaring that God is certainly among you. 26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you 
assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. 
Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the 
most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 28 but if there is no interpreter, he must keep 
silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. 

 
In this way the Word of God may dwell richly in all, so that they may worship him in an 
acceptable manner and through patience and the comfort of the Scriptures may have 
hope.19 

 
19 Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
9. The infallible rule for interpreting Scripture is the Scripture itself. Therefore, when 
there is a question about the true and full meaningc of any part of Scripture (and each 
passage has only one meaning, not many), it must be understood in light of other passages 
that speak more clearly.20 

 
c sense 
 

20 2 Peter 1:20 
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 

 
20 2 Peter 1:21 

for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God.  

 
20 Acts 15:15-16  

15 “With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written,  
16 ‘AFTER THESE THINGS I will return,  
AND I WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN,  
AND I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS,  
AND I WILL RESTORE IT,  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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10. The supreme judge for deciding all religious controversies and for evaluating all 
decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, human teachings, and individual 
interpretationsd, and in whose judgment we are to rest, is nothing but the Holy Scripture 
delivered by the Spirit. In this Scripture our faith finds its final word.21 

 
d private spirits 
 

21 Matthew 22:29, 31, 32 
(Note: continuous passage provided for context) 29 But Jesus answered and said to them, “You are 
mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 “For in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 “But regarding the 
resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: 32 ‘I AM THE GOD OF 
ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB’? He is not the God of the dead but of the 
living.”  

 
21 Ephesians 2:20 

having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner 
stone,  

 
21 Acts 28:23 

When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was 
explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them 
concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.  

 


