
 
 

EASTER IS COMING!! 
 
This is a busy time of year. Most of us have recovered from the Christmas holidays and we’re eagerly waiting for the rain to 
come or hoping that it will continue. For us sports fans, the NBA and NHL are in mid-season, NASCAR has started their new 
season, MLB is entering spring training, and we’re looking forward to the NFL in August. Here at church we have a little different 
focus: we are observing Lent (or preparing for it) and looking forward to the Easter celebrations. This year we will observe Holy 
Week at the end of March beginning with Palm Sunday on March 25 and finishing with our Easter Sunday celebration on April 
1 (no fooling). Please join us for all of these observances and celebrations. More information will be coming in your bulletins 
and on our website.  
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From the Pastor… 
To the Saints that are in Los Osos, 

It’s hard to believe that it is March already and one sixth of the year is already gone. I told you last month 
that we will have the chance to celebrate our sixty years of ministry with all of our living past pastors. If you 
look at our sixtieth logo though, it doesn’t only call us to remember our past but it also points us through our 
present into our future. 

Our official logo, adopted by our Administrative Council last year, identifies us as “A 
Reconciling Ministries Network Congregation”. The vote to become a Reconciling Ministries 
church that happened while Rich Bolin was pastor and completed a process of discerning 
God’s will that began at least during Mark Richardson’s time at Trinity. Our March sixtieth 
celebration event is our annual Reconciling Ministries Sunday which this year will be on 
March 18. Reconciling Ministries is not so much our past as our present and our future. 

Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Frank Wulf. Frank and I have known one another since fourth grade and have called one 
another ‘best friend’ since at least the beginning of high school. We attended school together every year but one from fourth 
grade through the end of our seminary training. Frank has served churches in New York and California. He has served on our 
Annual Conference’s General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference delegations and been on a committee at the 
Jurisdictional level. Frank is a two-time nominee for bishop. For me he truly is the brother I never had. Frank is also gay. 

It was while he was in seminary that Frank discovered his sexual orientation. My evolution from a very conservative view of 
human sexuality to my current understanding of God’s wonderful creative diversity began when Frank came out to me. It was 
a journey for him, but much more so one for me. This journey has led me closer to understanding God’s astonishing and 
profligate love. 

Unfortunately, “the question of homosexuality,” and of other non-cis- gendered persons continues to drive so much religious 
discourse in society and in our church. Even as I write this the Bishops of the United Methodist Church are gathered to consider 
the proposals of “The Commission of a Way Forward,” who have proposed three different ‘road maps” for our denomination’s 
future. While I hope that we will continue to find a way to live under the same roof, it is entirely possible that my beloved United 
Methodist Church could split over this “issue.” 

I’ve put the words “question,” and “issue” in quotations because one of the most important things I’ve learned on my journey is 
that we aren’t talking about abstractions or issues, we are talking about living and breathing people. We are talking about those 
whom God has called precious and beloved. We are talking, in many cases, about some of the most faithful and loving Christian 
disciples I know. It was my friend, Frank, who led me to give my life to Jesus, and who has been one of my greatest examples 
of a caring pastor and a true Jesus follower. 

That is why it is important that we live as a Reconciling Ministries Network church. Many churches are welcoming and non-
judgmental. The commitment to become a RMN church takes us farther. It calls us not to simply passively accept LGBTQI 
persons, but to reach out, welcome, draw in and fully include everyone. It calls us to actively speak out and advocate for those 
that too much of our church and our society have pushed to the margins or beyond. 

This has always been important, but despite many gains in recent years our country, like our own United Methodist Church, is 
becoming increasingly polarized and LGBT people are being hurt. Our voice must be heard speaking, singing, and perhaps 
sometimes even shouting in support. As in the days that saw the founding of our country we are at a kairos moment. The words 
of Thomas Paine are relevant again in this struggle for equality and human dignity, “These are the times that try men’s [and 
women’s] souls.” With the Reconciling Ministries Network of churches, we stand on the right side of history. Don’t miss the 
chance to hear Frank speak on March 18. 

 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Income/Expense Report 
 January 2018 2017 Year to Date 
Income $26,321 $26,321 
Expense -$26,673 -$26,673 

Net -$352 -$352 

Attendance 302 302 



 
 

Adult Enrichment Classes 
Sunday mornings at 11:30 

Classes are held Sunday mornings immediately following 
the worship service. Classes run 3 – 6 weeks and feature 
different topics and leaders. 

The email will also include a link to a weekly lecture. 
These lectures will be the meat of the material given and 
the basis for the optional Adult Enrichment Class level of 
participation. 

For our Adult Enrichment Class on Sunday mornings, 
starting on February 18th at 11:30am in the Opal Room, 
we will be doing a deeper dive into the previous week’s 
lecture in addition to providing a platform for people to 
express how Atheism for Lent has been challenging 
them. The class is of course optional. 

 GETTING STARTED: 
 Weekly Email – Email our Director of Discipleship, Jeff, 

at jeff@trinitylososos.org to receive your Atheism for 
Lent material. 

 
 
 

It’s not too late…. 
Lent is a time in which many people give up something 
during a 40-day period leading into Easter. Some people 
sacrifice something they love in order bring new life to an 
item or habit that can easily be taken for granted. Others 
use it as an opportunity to purge a bad habit from their 
life. Either way we choose to participate in the season of 
Lent, few of us think about giving up our theology. Over 
Lent you'll plunge into a surreal world where atheism and 
theology move together in an enchanting and enriching 
dance. By exploring the theological dimension of 
atheism, we will discover how it can offer a type of 
exorcism powerful enough to cast out any festering 
fundamentalism lurking within our souls. 

Participation in Atheism for Lent is as simple as signing 
up for a weekly email throughout the Lenten season. You 
will receive an email each Monday throughout Lent. The 
emails will include an introduction and a few clicks to 
reflections for the week. Most reflections will take less 
than 15 minutes to complete, though a few are longer. 
The exercises vary in length. Don’t feel pressure to do 
everything. Feel free to engage with each week in the 
order that suits your schedule. 

Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Class – No sign 
ups needed to attend the class. Just show up to join the 
discussion. 

 
 

Home Group 
Monday & Thursday evenings at 6:30 

 

 
Join the Conversation 

Home Group Meetings are going on now. The 
Monday group is discussing ‘Deconstruction and 
American Christianity’ through March 5. The 
Thursday night group discusses ‘Animate: Bible’ 
through March 8. More information about these 
classes is available on our website at 
trinitylososos.org/get-involved/home-groups, or from 
Jeff Manildi – jeff@trinitylososos.org or Mike 
Eggleston – egglestonm@hotmail.com. Driving 
directions to these meetings are also available from 
Jeff or Mike. 

 



Music Notes 
Holy Week this year falls in the month of March, with Easter on April first, so our music 
groups are beginning to plan and prepare. In recent years, we've established a 
tradition of joining forces with the choir from St. Benedict Episcopal Church for our 
Good Friday service. We've chosen special anthems and are looking forward to our 
joint rehearsals. One of the anthems will feature Tom Tatton, with a moving and 
beautiful viola part. Elizabeth Van Camp will add her trumpet artistry to our Palm 
Sunday and Easter services, both of which will also include musical offerings by the 
Trinity Ringers, directed by Rich Bolin. 
If you would like to be part of the choir during Holy Week, now is a great time to join. 
We practice every Wednesday, from 7:30-9:00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN CALENDAR 
 
 
 
This year United Methodist Women is beginning its celebration of its 150th birthday which occurs in 2019. In the year leading 
up to the celebration, stories and articles reflecting its founding, history, accomplishments and future are featured in the 
organization’s Response magazine. I see parallels between the history of United Methodist Women and the history of our own 
unit of United Methodist Women. As Trinity UMC celebrates its 60-year anniversary, our unit of UMW is also celebrating 60 
years of presence within the church. In fact, in addition to raising funds for mission, the efforts of WSCS (Women’s Society for 
Christian Service, later UMW) provided funds for such things as painting, landscaping, and other projects as the church was 
taking its baby-steps. There will be more information about the role of WSCS/UMW in this 60th birthday year in later Trinity 
Views. 
 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE CIRCLE: Thursday, March 8, 2:00pm. Kathy Lindsay, hostess. All women of the church are 
welcome. For more information, call Alta Hall at 528-2021. 

 
UMW EXECUTIVE BOARD: Monday, March 12, 1:00pm – Social Hall. Board meetings are open to all members. 

 
BOOK CLUB: Thursday, March 15, 2:00pm – Social Hall at Trinity UMC. The book club does not study one book but invites 
participants to talk about books they have read. For more information, call Donna Asire at 528-0342. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Congregation News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A railroad bridge running 
parallel to U.S. Hwy 24 over an 
arm of Waconda Lake east of 

Cawker City, KS 
Photo courtesy of Bill Fairbanks 

March Birthdays 
 
03/02 Kathy Lindsay 
03/03 Nancy Flanders 
03/03 Ron Rose 
03/04 Julia Sidener 
03/05 Joan Heinsohn  
03/05 Bob Wacker 
03/09 Sabra Lodge 
03/12 Taryn Mohler  
03/16 Lowell Hoff 
03/19 Jan Carpenter  
03/20 Jennifer Jarvis  
03/20 Beth Mott 
03/21 Andrew Jarvis  
03/21 Miriam Norment  
03/25 Reid Heffner  
03/26 Bill Fairbanks  
03/26 Judith Hasting  
03/26 Gara Jessup  
03/27 Kay Bolin 
03/27 Brandon Dove 
 
 

 
 

Church Party Bridge 
Bill & Carole Fairbanks Home  

Friday, March 9, 7:00pm 
 
February bridge at Evelyn Kane’s home featured 
excellent camaraderie, cuisine, and bridge. If you are the 
kind of person who enjoys events of this kind you will be 
welcomed. Church bridge is sandlot, open to all, 
experienced, inexperienced, and people who would just 
like to watch and nibble. See for yourself!  RSVP Carole 
or Bill: 528-0572. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Council Meeting 

Saturday, March 3, 9:00am 
Social Hall 

 The Church Council meets every other month to discuss 
current events at the church and to make decisions based 
on the recommendations of individual committees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reconciling Ministries Sunday 
Guest Preacher: Frank Wulf 

Sunday, March 18 

Join us for Reconciling Ministries Sunday as we welcome 
guest preacher Frank Wulf. 

 



Congregation News 
 

 
Coffee Hour 

Sundays after Worship 
(Coffee, Tea, Juice & Snacks) 

Meet the Worship Committee 
Signs of the Worship committee all around us every 
Sunday. They provide the Ushers who hand us our 
bulletins and pass the offering plates, Liturgists and 
Readers to lead us in various parts of the service, they 
change the banners in the sanctuary, make sure we have 
flowers on the altar, and so much more. In other words, 
the Worship Committee plays a major role in your Sunday 
experience.  

Take a moment to say hello and learn more about how 
the Worship Committee as they provide the snacks and 
coffee this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Los Osos Cares Presents 

FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS 
Hosted at Trinity United Methodist Church  

490 Los Osos Valley Road, Los Osos 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd Monday of each month 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

Come in, sit down, and enjoy a meal prepared by various 
community organizations. No reservations or sign in 
required. Dress is casual. Families welcome. 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas card this 
year. $407 was raised and was split between Prado 40 and 
UMCOR (fire disaster funds).  We so appreciate your 
willingness to support this Trinity tradition.  
The Worship Committee 
 

~ ~ ~ and ~ ~ ~ 
 

Thank you for your support of Village Children’s Center 
fundraisers. The preschool raised over $1,000 toward much 
needed playground equipment upgrades and replacements. 

 
 

 
 

Are you a Celebration Angel? 
We are looking for 12 families to donate $100 each to help 
support our 60th year celebration fund. If you would like to be 
a Celebration Angel, donations may be made by check, cash, 
or online through our website. Please note Celebration Angel 
on your check or giving envelope.  
 

 
 

 
 

2018 Phone Directories are available on the 
Information Cart in the narthex. 



“SIMPLY GIVE” 
by Mike Eggleston 

“Give forgiveness, give gifts, give gratitude, give love, give time, give joy, give tears, give hugs, give an ear, give a speech. . . 
.simply give.”  - Jodi Aman 
 
In every church I’ve been privileged to pastor, I’ve pushed to increase our giving. So, in the seven years that I pastored at 
Trinity, we had nine years of capital funds drives. (Yep, my successor inherited the last two years of those). And in the seven 
other churches I was assigned, we got to have 15 more years of capital fund drives, plus three additional California-Pacific 
Conference campaigns, and CROP walks and hunger walks and work teams, and campaigns for new organs and parsonages 
and permanent funds and missions, etc and yada yada. You get the picture.   

One reason behind all those giving campaigns was that I believe in the quote printed above. Giving is living. All life in the 
universe is an outflow of self-giving by God. So, join the parade. Simply give. 

All of the campaigns in those previous churches have been aimed at something new beyond the church’s ongoing ministry.  
New things are attractive. But now at Trinity, we face a challenge different than those. The regular, ongoing, day to day, 24-
7-365 ministries of Trinity need our enhanced giving. 

Here is the challenge. Trinity UMC’s budget last year in 2017 was underfunded by $21,121. OK, we are a church blessed in 
many ways, including having some capital reserves. Trinity was able to cover that expense over income from reserves with 
hardly a hiccup. But the church budget for year 2018 projects expenses of $35,090 over our income from all sources. That’s 
alarming.   

Trinity’s Finance Committee has carefully trimmed expenses that can be trimmed. Other groups, like United Methodist Women, 
have stepped in to cover some costs that have been removed from our budget, like the expenses of our Church and Society 
team. Thank you, UMW! But the main reason for the $35,090 shortfall we’re facing is that our projected giving, from pledges 
and from regularly recorded giving, is down from the previous years.   

So, a new taskforce that I chair on Stewardship Enhancement is meeting, brainstorming, praying, and soon will be proposing 
ways in which we can raise our giving. Watch this space in our monthly Trinity Views. Take a look at the Generous Giving 
Bulletin Board that will appear in our Social Hall by the first of March. All are also invited to get ahead of the work of the 
Stewardship Enhancement Task Force right now. Give Rich Bolin, Joe Asire, Beth Crizer, May Ann Jakes, Bob Wacker, Mike 
Eggleston, or Pastor G your good ideas and encouragement. Pray. And Simply Give. 

With thanksgiving, Mike Eggleston 
 

 
 

   

UMCOR Sunday 
March 11, 2018 

Formerly known as “One Great Hour of Sharing,” UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) Sunday celebrates and supports 
the ways by which The United Methodist Church becomes the 
hands and feet of Jesus Christ in times of urgent need after 
disasters. 

UMCOR is not just a faraway committee in The United Methodist 
Church – all of us here in the California-Pacific Conference who give 
financially, support in prayer, and join in disaster response are 
UMCOR! 

When disaster struck in the North and South Districts, over 100 
people from 15 churches were present as UMCOR in planning and 
responding.  Even now, we are continuing the work of being the 
hands and feet of Christ as UMCOR. Our Cal-Pac UMCOR 
presence has gone to other places as well including Texas after 
Harvey and Las Vegas for Zion United Methodist Church. 

Your donations on UMCOR Sunday are used for administrative 
expenses. 100% of all other donations throughout the year are sent 
directly to the fund or relief effort designated by the giver. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

North District Leadership Training Day – March 10, 2018 
8:30am – 1:00pm 

San Luis Obispo UMC, 1515 Fredericks St, San Luis Obispo, CA  93405 
 
 

Childcare Available – Pre-Registration Only 
 

Online Register NOW Online at: https://calpacumc.formstack.com/forms/slotraining2018 
 

$15 Early Bird Online Registration through March 7. 2018 
$25 Registration Fee after March 7th 

 
SCHEDULE 
8:30...REGISTRATION & MORNING REFRESHMENTS 
9-10...WORSHIP 
10:15 – 12 NOON...WORKSHOPS 
12:15...LUNCH 
12:45...CLOSING 
 

 

Morning Workshops   10:15 – 12 Noon 
 Workshop Title Workshop Leader 

1 Staff-Pastor Relations Committee Training Pastor Jim Powell 

2 
Human Trafficking-The Church Needs to 
Respond! Cal-Pac Abolition Task Force 

3 
Youth & Young Adult Ministries for Small 
Churches: No Staff, No Budget, No Problem 

Pastor David Berkey, Dir of Camping 
& Operations, Cal-Pac Conference 

4 Welcome! We are Soooo Glad…uh oh… Don Morris, Director of Music & 
Worship Director, Palmdale UMC 

5 
Employment Related Issues & Benefits at 
the Local Church 

Jan Hanson, Director of Human 
Resources/Benefits Office, Cal-Pac 
Conference 

6 
Opening Doors & Hearts Wider: Ways to 
Help People with Disabilities Belong 

Sharon McCart, Cal-Pac DisAbility 
Ministries Task Force 

7 
Church Facility Use Guidelines, Property 
Tax Exemption Rules & More… 

Pastor Lew Fry, North District Union 
Treasurer and Lori Meaders,  
Cal-Pac Conference Chancellor 



                                           Join us for an Evening with  

John Dear 
Presenting his new book 

They Will Inherit the Earth: Peace and 
Nonviolence in a Time of Climate 

Change. 
 

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 
7 P.M. 

United Church of Christ 
Congregational 

     11245 Los Osos Valley Road 
   San Luis Obispo, CA 

 
An evening with reading, reflection and book signing with John Dear a 
Nobel Peace Prize candidate, international lecturer, and peace activist. 
His talk will connect the dots between active nonviolence and solidarity 
with creation showing how our global epidemic of violence and war is 
only leading to catastrophic climate change. Dear’s spiritual focus 
brings to light that it is morally wrong to destroy the environment, but 
it is morally right to protest for change. 
 

Sponsored by  
 
 
 

       Yes We Can Peacebuilders-Morro Bay 
                   Earth Care Ministry First Christian Church Morro Bay 

                    People of Faith for Justice 
              Free to the public 

                  Donations Accepted 
                  Information 805-771-9565 



Events Calendar Snapshot 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS:  
Sunday 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 9:15am 
Worship Service: 10:00am 
Coffee Hour: 11:15am 
Adult Enrichment Class: 11:30am 
12-Steps Couples Group: 4:00pm –  
1st & 3rd Sun 

Monday 
Knitting, Etc.: 2:00pm 
Pilates Class: 4:00pm 
Home Girls AA: 5:30pm 
Community Dinner: 5:00pm,  
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Monday 
Home Group w/Jeff Manildi: 6:30pm 
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm 

Tuesday 
Tuesday Work Crew 9:00am 
Food Box Distribution: 10:00-12:00 
Pilates Class: 4:30pm 
Cub Scouts: 6:00pm 

Wednesday 
Staff Meeting: 10:00am 1st & 3rd Wed 
Prayer & Care Group: 11:00am 
Bell Choir Rehearsal: 6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00pm 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30pm 

Thursday 
Pilates Class: 5:00pm 
Home Group w/Mike Eggleston: 6:30pm 
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm 

Friday 
Food Box Distribution 10:00-12:00 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
March 1, 6:30pm 
CCHE Potluck 
March 7, 9:30am 
Hymn Singing, Bayside and Casa de Flores 
March 8, 2:00pm 
Women of the Bible Circle 
March 9, 7:00pm 
Church Party Bridge 
March 10, 8:00am 
North District Leadership Training 
March 10, 3:00pm 
Classical Sass Concert 
March 11 
UMCOR Sunday – Special Offering 
March 15, 2:00pm 
Book Club 
March 18 
Reconciling Ministries Sunday 
March 18, 3:00pm 
SL Chamber Concert 
March 22, 12:00 noon 
People’s Kitchen 
March 24 
Social Hall Floor Refinishing 
March 25, 8:00am 
Girl Scouts Fire Safety 

SPECIAL EVENTS: 
March 29 
Maundy Thursday Service – 7:00pm 
March 30 
Good Friday Service – 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEES 

March 1 
Church Council Meeting – 9:00am 
March 6 
Missions Committee – 11:30am 
March 8 
Trustees Committee – 7:00pm 
March 12 
UMW Board Meeting – 1:00pm 
March 20 
TRINITY VIEW DUE DATE 
March 20 
Finance Committee – 7:00pm 
March 21 
VCC Committee – 5:45pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

P.O. Box 6775 
Los Osos, CA 93412-6775 


