TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

TRINITY
VIEW
Tuesday Crew, left to right: Bob Traver, Joe Asire, Vaughn Kaser, John Kersten, Mike Lindsay, Bruce Powers, Bill Rodenhi
(kneeling), Joe Randolph, and Dick Sandige. Everett Shong not pictured.

In 2018 our Tuesday crew contributed over 1,000 hours of maintenance, cleaning,
landscaping and other work around the church. Thank you! The Tuesday Crew welcomes
the men and women of the church to join them at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays.
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Bishop: Rev. Grant Hagiya
Pastor: Rev. Gilbert Stones
Music Director/Organist: Barbara Hoff
VCC Director: Bonnie Luther
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Phone: 805-528-1649; Fax 805-528-2504
Website: www.trinitylososos.org
STAFF
District Superintendent: Rev. James R. Powell
Lay Leader: Beth Crizer
Administrative Assistant: Mary Anne Meyer

From the Pastor…
To the Saints that are in Los Osos,
Happy New Year. The coming of the New Year provides a mental break that allows us to consider the
possibility that the difficulties of the past year may be overcome with newness. We might dare to hope that
things will change. We might even make a series of New Year’s Resolutions with the intention to change
things in our lives. We also may expect that the majority of those resolutions will have fallen by the wayside
by Super Bowl Sunday.
That may be part of the line between wishful thinking and true hope. “And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”
Romans 5:3-5. Hope includes faith and belief.
We face many challenges in the coming year. Many believe that we are at a crisis point as a nation, or even a set of crises
points. While I believe that is true, I am going to focus this column closer to home. Probably our biggest challenge here at
Trinity is that we will need to redefine how we want to do our educational ministries. We have the opportunity to steer a new
direction. Our church is full of talent and ideas, and I have great hope that we will find ways to do new and good things.
Our local challenges are greatly complicated by the great question facing the United Methodist Church this year. As you
probably know, a Special General Conference will meet in St. Louis February 23 – 26 to decide the future and fate of our
international United Methodist Church.
The question facing us is how we will respond to the question of LGBT inclusion in the church. Historically, this only became a
question with the 1972 General Conference. This question has become increasingly divisive over the past 46 years. Tensions
ran very high during our last regular General Conference in 2016 and the church might have split at that time if Adam Hamilton,
pastor of the largest United Methodist Church in the country, had not stood to ask the bishops to suspend debate and seek a
way forward for the United Methodist Church. That bishops formed a study group, called The Commission on a Way Forward,
comprised of 32 members from around the world and of diverse groups and perspectives.
The Commission presented their report in April of this year. Their report included two possible plans for moving forward. “The
One Church Plan,” calls for the removal of all of the restrictive language regarding LGBT persons and would allow clergy and
churches to determine whether or not to perform same gender weddings, and Annual Conferences to determine whether or
not to ordain and appoint LGBT clergy. “The Connectional Conferences Plan” would essentially create three Central
Conferences in the USA, one actively progressive, one actively ‘traditionalist,’ and one centrist. These would be under the
umbrella of the International church and would all contribute whatever boards and agencies the church determined to continue
or create.
The majority of the Bishops voted to present the One Church Plan for the consideration of the Special General Conference. A
small number of the bishops who disagreed prepared a third plan, “The Traditionalist Plan,” which would make the language
of the Discipline, (the UMC’s constitution), fully restrictive, require mandatory defrocking of currently ordained LGBT clergy,
mandatory discipline of clergy who perform same gender weddings, and oust any bishop who refuses to discipline the clergy
of her or his area. The Traditionalist Plan also has mechanisms for churches to leave the denomination.
In the intervening months challenges have been issued to our UMC high court, so that in February all three plans will be
presented, and others may be presented from the floor. Additionally, any plan may be amended on the floor of Conference.
What all this means is that no one knows what will happen in St. Louis next month.
The one thing that seems sure is that no matter what plan passes, there will be people who will not accept that decision and
some churches will leave whatever church we decide to be. If the traditionalist plan passes, it is not unlikely that the majority
of the Western Jurisdiction of the UMC, (to which our Annual Conference belongs) will seek so way to continue to be open
including the possibility of forming or joining a new denomination. If the One Church Plan passes, The WCA, “Wesleyan
Covenant Association,” has stated that they will leave to form their own denomination 60 days after the Special General
Conference. Meanwhile, the African Bishops, who might be expected to side with the Traditionalist Plan, have issued a
statement that they will not support any plan which leads to the dissolution of the church.
Our Western Jurisdiction has issued the statement that we will support the One Church Plan. My own opinion is that the One
Church Plan is the best of the alternatives with which we have been presented. It is potentially also the plan that will result in
the fewest churches leaving to become independent or to form other groups.
We United Methodists are in for a wild ride for the next year no matter what happens. I invite you to pray along with me that
wisdom and peace will attend the deliberations, and that God’s will is discerned.
See you in church,
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Monday Night Home Group beginning January 7th, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
This group will meet at the Lindsay home every Monday for six weeks. You may contact Kathy Lindsay (805-612-8273) for
more details or the address. The first session of the New Year will center on transitioning to their new home, welcoming new
members, establishing a report with one another and dialoguing our intentions for the group going forward.

Tuesday Home Group Beginning January 15th, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
The Gospel of Luke (and its sequel Acts) is perhaps the most influential book in the development of Christianity. Luke-Acts
make the largest section of the New Testament written by one author (un-named, but traditionally called Luke). The Tuesday
Afternoon Home Church meets weekly from 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the Eggleston’s home. We invite you to join Mike and
Eileen for an eye opening, heart and spirit opening study starting January 15th.

GROW OUR GIVING
“Little by little, a little becomes A LOT”
Opportunities abound to create donations to Trinity while going about your normal routine:
Drop your change into your little church at the end of each day; ask stores like Ralph's and Amazon to donate
to Trinity when you shop. Contact the church office if you have questions about any of these programs.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 20th

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Thank you to all who supported UMW's annual mini-bazaar and bake sale. We appreciate those who donated items to the bazaar and the
bake sale and also thank all who purchased items. The proceeds will help UMW make their pledge to missions in 2019, in addition to
helping to support several local missions and our local church.
The first Women of the Bible circle meeting for 2019 will be at Kathie Lindsay’s at 2:00 on January 10. For those members who have
been participating in the Thank Offering this past year, please bring your offerings to this meeting.
January 2019 Schedule
Women of the Bible Circle:
Thursday, January 10 at 2:00 at Kathie Lindsay’s home: 1487 8th Street
UMW Executive Board:
Monday, Monday January 14 at 1:00 P.M. in Fellowship Hall. Board meetings are open to any interested member.
Book Club:
Thursday, January 17 at 2:00 in the Social Hall. The book club does not study one book but invites participants to talk about books they
have read. For more information, call Donna Asire: 528-0342.
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Music Notes
MUSIC NOTES
I recently had the pleasure of attending, and participating in, the Sing-along Messiah at the Performing Arts Center. From a
musical point of view, the seating in the hall was random, with no guarantee you would be seated near anyone else
attempting to sing your same part (or even singing at all). A bit scary and a bit lonely. I reflected that some people probably
feel a bit lonely when they sing in church. I decided to put aside my fear of exposure and "sin (no g) boldly," for the joy of it.
When it comes to singing in church, we are instructed by the psalmist to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord." There is power
in corporate worship through music. Don't be afraid to add your voice!
Barbara
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SANDLOT BRIDGE
The Sandige’s Home in Los Osos
Friday, January 18, 7:00pm
Come out an enjoy the fun with a great bunch of folks. We play bridge, teach beginners the ins and outs, and have a lot of
laughs along the way. Call Dick or Edie Sandige at 805-534-9876 to RSVP and to get driving directions.

AARP MATURE DRIVER COURSE
Saturday, January 12th & 19th
12:00 - 4:00 pm in the Opal Room

Space is limited for this eight-hour course that is held on two consecutive Saturdays in January. Pre-registration is
required, so register early. The tuition is $15 for AARP members, and $20 for non-members for both days. Please
call the course instructor, Bill Fitzgerald, at 805-305-1191 to register or to get more information. Some automobile
insurers give a discount for completing this course.
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THAI DINNER
Saturday January 26th at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Proceeds to Support a Pastor in Thailand.
Throughout 2018 Trinity has provided funds to support a rural pastor in Thailand. This “donations only” meal will
help us continue that support. Pastor G and the Missions Committee are the hosts for the dinner.

WOMENS RETREAT - SAVE THE DATE
February 2nd, 2019

One day only in San Luis Obispo, 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 with Guest Speaker Paula Huston. Registration will begin in
January or you may contact Susan McMickell for more details.

CHILI COOK OFF – SAVE THE DATE
February 10th, 2019

Plan to ward off the “Winter Chill” with some winter chili as our cooks show off their chili making and cornbread
making skills. Contestants will be judged on their entry.
After a three to four-year absence, the Chili Cook Off returns on February 10th following the worship service.
Participants are asked to bring their crockpots of chili – meat or vegetarian; hot, medium or mild, to be judged. A
sign-up sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall along with three spaces to sign up to make cornbread. Beverage and
salad will be provided.
A free will offering will be taken for our General Fund.
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Review of Family Christmas Celebration 2018
Submitted by Bill Fairbanks
2018’s edition of Trinity’s Children’s Christmas Program was, as usual a must-see event. Unfortunately, the
performances experienced a glitch when the moderator forgot a prize, forcing him to send Gabriel to fetch it from
his office, but unfortunately it wasn’t there. Determined to succeed, Gabriel went to Rite Aid, using a bicycle so
small, when he peddled his knees stuck out from his body at a 90-degree angle. His madcap adventure was
followed, videoed and transmitted via the cloud to the Audience, which found them extremely amusing. This coup
de theatre turned an unfortunate even into the piece de resistance.

SOCIAL HOUR
Sundays after Worship
Meet the United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women provide refreshments (coffee, tea, juice & snacks) during the Social Hour for January. Be
sure and stop by and say hello.

Los Osos Cares Presents
FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS

Hosted at Trinity United Methodist Church
490 Los Osos Valley Road, Los Osos
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Monday of each month
5:00pm – 6:00pm
Come in, sit down, and enjoy a meal prepared by various community organizations. No reservations or sign in required.
Dress is casual. Families welcome.

New Administrative Assistant
Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Mary Anne Meyer (yes, another Mary Anne) and I've been working in the
office at TUMC since November 30th. I've had the opportunity to meet many of the lovely people of the congregation but if I
haven't met you yet, I thought I would take a moment and tell you a bit about myself. My Corgi and I moved to Los Osos from
Cambria last summer and I have to say I really love Los Osos. I realized very early on that the previous MaryAnn was an
exceptional asset to the church and I have some very big shoes to try to fill. I am excited to be here and am up for the challenge
and I appreciate all of the help and support I have received! Please stop by the office and say hello and chat when you get a
chance.
Thanks

Mary Anne
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
01/01
01/04
01/05
01/07
01/07
01/08
01/13
01/13
01/14
01/14
01/14
01/15
01/16
01/19
01/22
01/23
01/26
01/30

Rachel Sidener
Eileen Murta
Jeanne Harr
Rosaly Danielson
Michael McSpadden
Kenneth Jakes
Dorothy Brandt
Yvonne Schaeffer
Charlotte Dietzel
Morgan Hartig
Terri Sidener
Pat Winstanley
Robert McDonnell
Daniel Tyra
Rachel Stones
Bill Rodenhi
Carol Shupp
Marian Kaser

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
01/20

Mike and Kathy Lindsay

Trinity’s Income/Expense Report
November 2018

2018 Year to Date

Income

$24,602

$265,280

Expense

-$28,571

-$290,660

-$3,968.86

-$25,380

Net
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CALENDAR SNAPSHOT
.

Weekly Events
Sunday
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 9:15am
Worship Service: 10:00am
Coffee Hour: 11:15am
12-Steps Couples Group: 4:00pm,
1st & 3rd Sunday
Monday
Knitting, Etc.: 2:00pm
Home Girls AA: 5:30pm
Community Dinner: 5:00pm,
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Monday
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm
Trinity Home Group 6:30pm
Tuesday
Tuesday Work Crew: 9:00am
Food Box Distribution: 10:00-12:00
Trinity Home Group 3:30pm
Cub Scouts: 6:30pm
Wednesday
Prayer & Care Group: 11:00am
Bell Choir Rehearsal: 6:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous: 7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30pm
Thursday
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm
Friday
Food Box Distribution: 10:00-12:00

Special Events
January 3
CCHE Potluck

Meetings
January 2
Staff Meeting: 10:00am

January 6
Epiphany

January 8
Missions Committee 11:30am

January 12 & 19, 12:00 pm
AARP Mature Driver

January 10
Trustee’s Meeting, 7:00 pm

January 20
Human Relations Sunday

January 12
Church Council Meeting 9:00am

January 26
Thai Dinner

January 14
UMW Board Meeting 1:00pm
January 15
Finance Committee, 7:00pm
January 20
TRINITY VIEW DUE DATE
January 21
Worship Committee 5:00pm
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P.O. Box 6775
Los Osos, CA 93412-6775

