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April, 2019
To the Saints who are in Los Osos,
Five years ago at Lompoc FUMC I was helping at their annual parking lot sale when a young
woman asked me to identify a small electronic device. She handed me a case about the size of an
older calculator. “It’s an old-fashioned PDA - Personal Data Assistant,” I told her. “People used
them to make notes, keep track of appointments, that kind of thing.”
The vast majority of us probably have the successor to the PDA with us right now, since smart
phones can do everything a PDA could, and more. The reason I’m telling this story is I’ve thought
about that conversation and my choice of words: “Old fashioned PDA.” The first PDA was introduced in 1984, but the
devices were perfected and adopted in the 1990's. The rapid rate of change in technology prompted me to refer to a device
only 25 or so years old as “old fashioned.” This is probably disrespectful of a marvel of technology, even if it is obsolete. After
all, I was around long before anyone even conceived of a PDA.
Then I began thinking and realized that I can remember my father using a PDA from my earliest childhood. My father’s PDA
was a stack of cards held together by a large rubber band and kept in his shirt pocket with a pen. He cut Hollerith cards, (oldstyle data punch cards, another obsolete technological wonder) in half and carefully rounded each corner. He used the cards
to make notes to himself, keep his calendar, write shopping lists and keep all kinds of information... and he never had to
change a battery.
Human beings have always developed techniques and devices to augment and enhance our memories, (and that’s all a PDA
is). For example: Roy G. Biv is the fellow who will aid us with the order and colors of the rainbow; TULIP assists young
theologians to remember the “Five Points of Calvinism,” and Jiminy Cricket taught many of us to spell encyclopedia by
singing it to the “Mickey Mouse” song. Even the Apostles creed is a memory device, presenting in a concise, unchanging and
easy to memorize form what the early church thought was most important in the gospel.
Throughout its history, the church has used these forms, and other “PDA’s” (Public Doctrinal/Devotional Assistants) to tell the
story of the Gospel. Religious art, sculpture and especially stained glass tell the stories of the bible in ways designed so that
even the illiterate could read them. The very architecture of churches tells a story about the theology and teachings of those
who commission them.
Each time we celebrate communion we reenact, in liturgical form, salvation history from Jesus’ teaching, and passion,
crucifixion and resurrection. The portion of the liturgy that tells the story is technically called, “the anamnesis,” which means,
“remembering.” Reenactments are powerful aids to memory.
The observance of the Christian year is also full of PDA’s or mnemonic aids. This is nowhere more true than in the cycle of
Passion week through Easter. Passion Week begins with a reenactment of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday. We then reenact Jesus’ Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, and recall Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday. These are
powerful and evocative moments that help us remember and consider God’s salvation. In fact, they are built upon another
powerful celebration, that of Passover, that recounts Israel’s deliverance from bondage in Egypt.
There is a reason we do things like say creeds or the Lord’s Prayer, use symbols and signs, and reenact things in the liturgy.
All of these things serve to reinforce the message of God’s saving grace and help us to have them ready to hand when we
need them. This Easter when you see the rising sun, (God's own PDA?), let it be a reminder of Jesus who is the light of the
world.
See you in Church,
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April 18th Worship Service at St.
Benedicts 7:30 pm

April 14th Worship Service
10:00 am

April 21st 6:15 am Sweet Springs
Nature Preserve 660 Ramona.
Rain will bring the service back
to the church.

April 19 Worship Service
7:00 pm
th

Sunday April 21st TUMC Easter
Egg Hunt. After the 10:00 am
worship service

Sunday, April 21st
Potluck style following the
10:00 am worship service
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Monday Night Home Group Continues 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
This group gathers at the Lindsay home every Monday night. You may contact Kathy or Mike for more details or
the address.

Tuesday Home Group Continues 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday Home Group begins a new seven-week series, starting February 26th, at the Eggleston/Murta home.
We’ll be looking at the Core Teachings of Christ in Luke Chapters 6-12, completing one chapter each week. All are
invited to attend just one week or every week.

GROW OUR GIVING
“Little by little, a little becomes A LOT”
Opportunities abound to create donations to Trinity while going about your normal routine:
Drop your change into your little church at the end of each day; ask stores like Ralph's and Amazon to donate to Trinity when
you shop. Contact the church office if you have questions about any of these programs.

FYI Ralphs has made $305.12 in donations to TUMC between December 1st and February
28th. If you need help linking your Ralphs card to the Community Rewards program, stop
by TUMC office or ask at the service desk at Ralphs. Our new number issued for TUMC is
EX611.
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Trinity’s Income/Expense Report
February 2019 Year to Date
Income

$32,024

$57,359

Expense

$23,367

$42.638

Net

$8,657

$14,721

UMW NEWS APRIL 2019
United Methodist Women Sunday has come and gone. It was a wonderful
occasion for us to be able to celebrate 150 years of the organization and its
commitment to mission with the congregation. Thank you to the members
of Trinity’s United Methodist Women for participating in the service. A
special thanks to Pastor G for helping with power-point.
The 60-year history of Trinity’s unit of United Methodist Women has been
closely affiliated with the church’s history, helping it, especially in fund
raising, in the early years. However, the unit has always looked beyond the
church walls to the needs of the community, nation, and world. Our pledges
to mission have joined with pledges from units like ours from all over the
world in order to provide programs and services to address needs of
women, children and youth. We plan to continue in this work for as long as
we can.
United Methodist Women April Schedule:
UMW Executive Board Meeting: Monday April 8 at 1:00 in Social Hall. All
interested members are welcome.
Women of the Bible Circle: Thursday April 11 at 2:00 P.M. Karen Shong
and Mollie Devine, hosting
Book Club: Thursday, April 18 at 2:00 in the Social Hall.
The book club does not discuss any one book but participants share books
they have read. Contact person is Donna Asire

Music Notes
For Trinity's choir, spring traditionally brings two opportunities to sing
together with other choirs. We look forward to these events and are
now beginning to prepare for them. First will be the Good Friday
service on April 19, held at Trinity jointly with the choir and
congregation of St. Benedict's Episcopal church. Then, two weeks
later, on May 5, we'll travel to St. Andrew UMC in Santa Maria for the
annual Cluster Choir Festival. There
we'll sing with several other
United Methodist choirs and spend social time together. If you think
you might like to sing with us for either or both of these events, you're
welcome to call me, or speak with me after church, about rehearsal
times.
Barbara
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CONGREGATION NEWS
April Birthdays
4/1
4/2
4/3
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/6
4/9
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/24
4/27
4/30

Gary Dove
Scott Danielson
Colleen Powers
Reyn Rollings
Craig Russell
Donna Schmalz
Jonathan Tyra
Barbara Hoff
Bob Traver
Lita Lazo
Mary Dean
Elizabeth Clover
Joanne Pascua
Carol Awbrey
Joe Randolph
Jake Crizer
Mike Lindsay
Everett Whitbeck
Easter Lily sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship
Hall. Please deliver your lily to the church on or
before Sunday April 21st. You may also fill out an
Easter Lily Dedication Request Card which will be
available in the Sunday bulletin March 31st and also
available in the Social Hall. Please have your
dedication requests into the office by Sunday,
April 14th. Dedications will be printed in the
bulletin on Easter Sunday. You may also bring in
loose flowers to adorn the cross for Easter Sunday.
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CHILI COOK OFF REVIEW
Eight delicious chilis and five wonderful
corn
breads
plus
warm
fellowship
all
contributed to a very pleasant evening on
March 3rd in spite of the weather.
Kathy Lindsay

Thirty-nine persons braved the dark, damp
night air to participate, and $226 was
donated to the Children’s’ Program
Votes for favorite chilis were so evenly
distributed that rankings were separated by
only 1 or 2 votes. Receiving the trophies
created by Charlotte Dietzel were 1st place
Kathy Lindsay, white chicken chili; 2nd place
Joyce Rufenacht, beef and chorizo chili; and
3rd place (tie): Debbie Wacker, turkey chili
and Gary Dove, pork chili. Gary guessed the
closest number for the tie breaker and took
home the trophy.
Thank you to all who participated and donated
to the Children’s’ Program!
Next year’s
chili cook-off will be on Sunday, June 28th,
2020, so that we will have daylight hours at
5:00
pmYou!
and Thank
(probably)
Thank
You! no drizzle.

Dear Trinity Family
You caught me by complete surprise on
March 17th with the leaf on the Giving Tree,
then rendered me speechless with the
extremely generous gift certificates to the
Blue Heron Restaurant and Cal Poly Arts.
It’s difficult to find the words to express
how blessed I have been by your friendship
and support. I am so grateful to be part of
the Trinity Family.
With loving thanks,
Bob Mott
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Scholarship Applications are Available Online or in the TUMC Office
Applications are Due Friday, May 17, 2019
Trinity UMC offers scholarships for post-high school education in a college, university, business, or
trade school. Applications and information are available by visiting our website at
www.trinitylososos.org/get-involved/scholarships. Applications must be turned in to the church office or
postmarked by Friday, May 17.
Who May Apply:
An applicant shall be an active member or constituent of Trinity United Methodist Church at the time of
application or if away at school, be active in another church or campus ministry. By active, we mean
participation in worship services, youth group, and/or other church activities.
Applicants must, by their family or community relationships, scholastic abilities, or church participation
record, have displayed qualities of leadership and good citizenship, and must indicate, by their acceptance
in the school of their choice, sufficient ability to do satisfactory work.
How to Apply, and Responsibilities of the Applicant
•
•
•
•
•

Obtain application form and instructions from the church office or church website.
Arrange for most recently attended school to send a transcript of your grades to the church.
Provide two letters of recommendation to be sent directly to the church: one from school faculty or
an employer, and one from your Youth Director, Pastor, or Campus Minister.
Submit to the committee, via the church office, the completed application form, with attached
biographical sketch as specified in the application.
Appear for an interview with the scholarship committee when requested.

You may also visit these UMC-related sites to access information and applications for available
scholarship funds. Eligibility requirements and award amounts vary.
Annual conferences may offer scholarships for members. Contact your conference for more information.
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
•
•

All in One United Methodist Scholarship Application
Dempster Graduates Fellowship

•
•
•
•
•
•

General Commission on Archives and History
Awards and Grants
United Methodist Communications
Communications / Journalism Opportunities
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation
UMHEF Scholarship Applications
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Our Missions Committee is a very busy group. They are
responsible for the Food Pantry that provides food to needy
families in our community each month; raise funds to support
our missionaries in Thailand; hosted a local Hunger Walk to
support the food pantry; Thanksgiving Baskets and much more.
Although only a few people are on the committee they receive help
from many volunteers in the church and our community. Talk
to any committee member during coffee hour to find out how you
can volunteer to help with one or more of their programs.
Take a moment to say hello and learn more about the Missions
Committee as they provide the snacks and coffee this month.

TURRI ROAD CLEANUP
Saturday, April 13, 10:00 am (rain cancels)

Please join us for the quarterly Turri Road
Cleanup on Saturday, April 13, 2019. We will
meet at the corner of Turri Road & South Bay
Blvd at 10:00am, and are usually done in about
an hour. Please bring a pair of gloves, and wear
sunscreen and sturdy shoes. We will provide
water and snacks. Any questions? Call Julie at
772-1206. Hope to see you there!

Bright Sunday
Sunday, April 28th 10:00 A.M.

Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter
custom begun by Greek Christians – “Bright Sunday” or
“Holy Humor Sunday” celebrations on the Sunday after
Easter. For centuries in all Christian faith traditions, the
week following Easter Sunday was observed by the
faithful as “days of joy and laughter” with parties and
picnics to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.

This year Bright Sunday will be
magic!
Pastor G will be presenting
“Mystery or Mastery –
A Sermon in Magic”
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
LOS OSOS/BAYWOOD PARK CHAMBER OF COMMMERCE

Travel Presentation
Best of Ireland October 2019
Date – Thursday April 04, 2019
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm TUMC Opal Room
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acclaimed vocal quartet from Russia presents an a
cappella concert of sacred songs and traditional
Russian folk songs. Goodwill offerings accepted. CD’s
and Russian handicrafts will be available for
purchase.
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VCC is having their Annual Rummage Sale on
May18 to support our local preschool. This year
it will be “Swap Meet” style. For $20.00 you may
purchase a parking lot spot, bring your items,
sell them and take them away. We have 10
spots available, so sign up soon. If you are
interested in purchasing a spot contact Bonnie
at villagelososos@gmail.com
or call (805) 528-1671. Reminder: VCC will be
closed the week of April 1st

Los Osos Cares presents
FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS
Hosted at Trinity United Methodist Church
Held every Monday during the month
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Come in, sit down, and enjoy a meal prepared by various community
organizations. No reservations or sign in required. Dress is casual and
families are welcome.
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CALENDAR SNAPSHOT

Meetings

Weekly Events

April 2nd

Sunday
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 9:15am
Worship Service: 10:00am
Coffee Hour: 11:15am
12-Steps Couples Group: 4:00pm,
1st & 3rd Sunday

Missions Committee: 11:30am

Monday
Knitting, Etc.: 2:00pm
Home Girls AA: 5:30pm
Community Dinner: 5:00pm,
Every Monday
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm
Trinity Home Group 6:30pm

Worship Committee: 11:30 am

Tuesday
Tuesday Work Crew: 9:00am
Food Box Distribution: 10:00-12:00
Trinity Home Group 3:30pm
Cub Scouts: 6:30pm
Wednesday
Prayer & Care Group: 11:00am
Bell Choir Rehearsal: 6:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous: 7:00pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30pm
Thursday
Literacy for Life: 6:30pm
Friday
Food Box Distribution: 10:00-12:00
Girl Scouts Every other Friday: 4:00 pm

April 3rd
Staff Meeting: 10:00 am

April 7th
April 8th
UMW Board: 1:00 pm
April 4th
Best of Ireland Presentation
12:00 pm TUMC Opal Room
April 6th
St Petersburg Men’s Ensemble
7:00 pm
April 7th
Sunday Worship with
Mike Eggleston 10:00 am
April 13th
Vocal Arts Ensemble Retreat
Turri Road Cleanup 10:00 am
April 14th
Palm Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am
April 18th
Maundy Thursday
St Benedicts 7:30 pm
April 19th
Good Friday Worship Service
7:00 pm
April 21st
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service
Sweet Springs Nature Preserve
6:00 am
Easter Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am
Easter Brunch after the worship
service
Easter Egg Hunt
April 29th
Bright Sunday
“Mystery or Mastery – A Sermon
in Magic”
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April 11th
Trustee Meeting: 7:00 pm

April 16th
Finance Committee: 7:00pm

April 20th
Trinity View Due Date

April 21st
Church & Society Committee
Meeting cancelled this day
Next meeting June 16, 2019
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P.O. Box 6775
Los Osos, CA 93412-6775

