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Director for 54 years… since I was 13 years old. That truly gives me pause.  
 

In my 41 years I have had ten appointments and eleven churches; (One was a two-point charge). In Barbara’s 54 
active years she has served just one church – Trinity. In my churches, (some quite a bit larger than Trinity), I have 
worked with at least twenty different choir directors, organists, and accompanists – sometimes one person doing 
all tasks as Barbara did, and sometimes separate people doing each task, and once with an organist, an 
accompanist, and two choir directors.  
 

I only mention my time because I’ve worked with a lot of church musicians. In all of these situations I have only 
known one other organist who was Barbara’s equal. That said, in all of my churches I’ve never had a choir director 
who was as good. I have had good choir directors – people who could choose good music and make their choirs 
sound good. I’ve never had a director who was as in tune with the pastor and staff; as competent in understanding 
the tones and movements of the church year and how to choose anthems and other music to support those themes, 
or as good at inspiring a choir as Barbara. 
 

In her 54 years at Trinity Barbara worked, and worked well, with eleven different pastors with differing styles. We 
have come and gone but Barbara has always been here. Rich and I have compared notes. Barbara seemed to fear 
only one thing at each pastoral transition: that the incoming pastor would choose to use only praise music and set 
aside formal music and choirs. I know that when she told me about being relieved that I prefer the kinds of music 
that are her gift I was happy – and I couldn’t imagine any other way. For sure each of the clergy has put our own 
stamp on Trinity, but Barbara has been the defining presence here for over five decades. We have not even begun 
to experience what her loss will mean to Trinity. We will find people to carry on the music ministry but part of the 
heart of the church is gone forever. 
 

All of this would be more than enough of a loss, but I have felt her loss more keenly than that of almost any other 
person, other than my parents. I have cried for her several times, and I don’t usually do that. I will miss her for her 
music, but that is only a small part of how I am missing her. Barbara was exceptionally easy to work with because 
she was an exceptional person. I can’t recall her ever being mad, even when the bass row wouldn’t be quiet. I never 
saw her express anything but kindness and charity toward others. She was generous with herself and her time. 
She was unfailingly patient. She had a good sense of humor and more importantly appreciated mine. I will say a 
personal note about her playing. It could be playful. Too many church musicians play hymns at a dirge-like pace 
with the thought it makes them somehow more stately. Barbara knew how to play hymns at proper tempos. 
 

Barbara was truly a Minister of music not just a director of music ministry. She was a great listener. I know many 
outside of the choir as well as within experienced her as a counselor and confidant. I know I did. She was an 
encourager. There have been times of stress when I confessed problems or issues and always found her to be 
supportive and often very helpful. We enjoyed each other’s company and had fun at staff dinners and choir 
events. She really enjoyed our Halloween Open Houses.  
 

She was truly the embodiment of 1 Cor. 13:4-7 4 “Love is patient; love is 
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.” Most of all I loved her and she was 
my friend. I’ve typed this column with teary eyes and I miss her terribly.  
 

See you in Church or Online, 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To the Saints that are in Los Osos,                                                                           May  2022 
 

Marc Antony speaks some of the best known of Shakespeare’s words, “I come to bury 
Caesar, not to praise him…,” after which does indeed praise him. I come to unabashedly 
praise Barbara Hoff. 
I’ve been thinking about time the past weeks. I have been under appointment as a pastor for 
41 years. It sounds like a long time… and it is. Barbara has been Organist, Pianist and Choir 
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MEMORIES OF BARBARA HOFF 
 

Donna and I have been members of the choir since we joined in 1970 and in these past 52 years has 
been a great learning experience singing all kinds of music particularly church anthems on Sundays. It all 
started when we moved to Los Osos from Santa Maria because I started teaching Organic chemistry at 
Cuesta College. We had a wonderful church in Santa Maria with a wonderful choir director, Dorothy 
Renton and her husband Arthur as Tenor, we also had two small boys. John Tincher was the minister at 
Trinity United Methodist Church here in Los Osos and he stopped by our house to invite us to church and 
Joe said if anyone will come by my house I will try his church. We got hooked. Found out you did not have 
to audition for the choir so on Thursday night we went for practice and have been singing ever since.  
 

Barbara was so easy to sing with and when I told her I was singing for therapy she understood. I have 
now passed the therapy stage and enjoy singing. Barbara had a wonderful way about making singing 
easy and fun. She created fun nights called disrobing silly funny. I remember on one of the disrobing 
concerts our minister Dave Richardson dressed up with a too-too singing a song from the musical South 
Pacific. Another time Joe came down the center aisle riding a tricycle and I was singing “He is a Wonderful 
Guy” What fun Barbara thought up. Barbara had a great sense of humor and enjoyed a good joke.  
 

Now on a more serious note, the choir was planning to sing for the entire Sunday service when the Folk 
Mass and the soloist came down sick. Donna had done some solo singing so Barbara asked her if she 
could step in at the last minute which she did and has sung many times since for church services. 
Barbara had way of getting the right music for the church services every Sunday and getting the choir to 
deliver a perfect anthem. During practice her favorite way of ending a song was to say that was perfect 
even if more work was needed. We cannot say enough what we have learned about singing and it has all 
come from knowing Barbara. We will really, really miss her. 
 

Donna and Joe Asire 

 
What a glorious gift just to know Barbara. She saw the good and potential in everyone; blended and 
enfolded us all in harmony; just as she did in music, so beautifully. 
Barbara put a mantle of love and kindness, tinged with good humor and laughter around every being. 
 

Barbara - a cornerstone of faith and love. (and still is!) 
               With grateful thanks and much love 
 

From the Bresler family - via “Pip”  
P.S. Barbara’s chocolate cake was the best!! 

 
Barbara was one of my favorite people in the whole world.  I met her as a child; she was my piano teacher, 
as she was to hundreds of children (and adults, like my mum!) She had such a warm and calm demeanor 
which was instantly reassuring for a shy kid like me. Though I only performed in one of her house concerts 
for her piano students, she always sweetly encouraged and offered songs which I could perform at the 
next upcoming recital, if I was interested, she'd offer with a sly smile. Though I moved away from Los 
Osos, a visit to see Barbara was always a necessity on my visits home. I'll miss her dearly: her smile, 
warmth and quiet conversation, but feel so blessed to have been in her presence. I know she'll live in our 
hearts and in music forever. 
 
Gratefully,  
Helen Bresler 
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I’m especially grateful that the two long time companions, Barbara Hoff and Evelyn Kane, welcomed me 
on their early morning walks three mornings each week which were mostly in the Elfin Forest. We had 
wonderful long walks and talks there, and loved learning names of plants and birds found there. We were 
so into the plants and birds and conversations that we didn’t seem to take pictures of ourselves there. 
Fortunately, after a lot of hunting I found a picture from when we three walked in Sweet Springs Nature 
Preserve, and from one of the beach walks we took from Joan Heinsohn’s house in Cayucos.  
 
I loved singing in Barbara’s choir. She was phenomenally talented, and supremely generous with us. The 
running joke - when we got done reading through an anthem that the choir hadn’t done in years, she would 
say “Perfect!” and we’d move on to the next anthem. The character of the Trinity choir, and the church as 
a whole has been shaped by Barbara and Lowell and their gracious spirits.  
 
Thank you, Barbara. We love you. 
Kay Bolin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During my five-year tenure as pastor of Trinity UMC I was blessed to share in ministry with Barbara, our 
most excellent Director of Music. In retirement I have been blessed to continue to share with Barbara in 
music ministry. When Covid came along we developed a routine of recording service music for online use 
every Wednesday morning. I now have on my hard drive more than a year’s worth Barbara’s preludes 
and offertories. I will confess that as a pastor I was often pre-occupied during preludes and offertories, 
thinking about whatever I was supposed to do next in the service. So it has been a great gift during this 
Covid era to set up the tripod in the sanctuary on a Wednesday morning and then just sit in the pew and 
give my full attention to Barbara’s playing. Barbara’s musicianship was wonderful on many levels, but I 
particularly noticed the economy of her technique. The movement of her fingers, arms, feet and legs were 
just what was needed to fully express the piece she was playing on the piano or the organ. 
 

This is one thing Barbara taught me about living life. Be attentive to what is needed. Be focused on the 
present moment. Move with more grace and less flourish. Barbara shared her grace in just the way that 
was needed with her music-making partners, her friends and her family. We have all be blessed. 
 
Rich Bolin 
April 27, 2022 
 

A view from one of our early 
morning walks at the Elfin 
Forest 
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Barbara lived her entire life caring for her family and sharing her gift of music. Each Sunday she played a 
prelude, offertory, postlude, and conducted/accompanied the choir. Her Wednesday night choir rehearsals 
were efficient and fun, helping us feel refreshed and well prepared for Sunday’s services.  Our sanctuary 
is full of her spirit.  
 

Barbara was a close friend. I never heard a negative comment from her.  She enjoyed getting together 
with symphony friends- our lunch bunch.  We chuckled over memories of her piano rolling down the stage 
on tour in Spain, and of finding her keyboard totally missing at a dress rehearsal at the PAC. 
Barbara left a beautiful legacy to our church, and our community.  
          
 In loving memory,   
Janet Carpenter 

 
Barbara is a very special person for me in so many ways I can only touch on them. I’ve known her since 
I moved to Los Osos 47 years ago. She is an amazing musician. I will always remember the fun programs 
I (as a non-singer) participated in and I am deeply grateful for the beautiful piano music she played on 
and on to fill in when my husband's celebration of life was delayed.  She is also my wonderful neighbor 
who welcomed my son and many boys into her home. She was my daughter’s piano teacher. For seven 
months when I was gone for treatment, she picked up and sorted my mail and sent the important stuff to 
me in St Louis. She is a wonderful friend whom I will truly miss and always remember and love. 
 

Liz Curren. 

 

Symphony friend Kay Marcum had a lunch 
brunch at her home, and we had fun with her 
collection of old hats 
Barbara and Roz Clauson modeling vintage 
hats.  
Photo credits: Jan Carpenter 
 
 



 

6 
 

Bob and I joined Trinity in 2003, new retirees, and were pleased to find a wonderful pastor, an amazing 
music/choir director and a welcoming congregation. We decided that it was the place to be and even 
convinced our daughter and her family to “join up” too. Those early years were lovely and especially dear 
to us because our grandsons participated in Sunday school and even sang with a little group of other kids 
in “big church” occasionally. And Barbara happened to notice an especially sweet voice and asked me if 
Wyatt would be willing to sing a solo part in one of the choir’s Christmas anthems. He loved doing it, we 
recorded that service and it is truly one of the dearest memories I have of Barbara’s way of enriching her 
musical offerings! Over the years she has invited and encouraged many folks, young and old, to share 
their talents and has richly enhanced the music ministry of the church. I am so thankful that I have been 
in Barbara’s choir, and that I have been present for countless Sunday preludes, offertories, postludes, 
and hymn renditions of professional quality. She not only was the best choir director I’ve had but was also 
a great inspiration of the kind of person we should all aspire to being! 
 

Bob and Elizabeth Clover 

 
Barbara Hoff blessed my life in many ways!  Shortly after first attending Trinity nearly 30 years ago, I was 
invited to join the Chancel Choir.  I never knew why, other than just pure friendliness!  With the exception 
of Boys Chorus in 6th and 7th grades, I had never sung with a group before.  Still, I enjoyed singing, and 
everyone was so ingratiating, I thought, "why not?"  I immediately understood the attraction, as Barbara 
led the choir in a magical way that provided the necessary leadership, while always maintaining patience, 
caring and a sense of humor.  Choir time was always fun and calming, while being an educational and 
growth experience for me.  Over the years, I was a bit of a prodigal son with choir, having to take extended 
breaks due to the time constraints of children and work, and yet I was always welcomed back with open 
arms.   I am so thankful that I was able to have the special time I had with Barbara and the choir since 
starting up again last year.  I will always remember so many wonderful choir memories - the friendships 
made in choir, singing with the Baptist choir in San Luis Obispo, the Choir Festivals, Christmas Choir 
Sunday, and really every Sunday and every practice on Wednesday evenings. 
 

I also was doubly blessed with getting to know Barbara and the Hoff family personally.  In difficult times in 
my life, they checked in on me and my daughters, always offering support and kindness.  I had the 
pleasure of working with Lowell at the nursery on occasion.  Donna and I are friends too.  My heart goes 
out to the family, and to our church who have lost an amazing, lovely person who was always a "force of 
quiet calm" at Trinity.  Her talents will surely be missed - she played with perfection and led with grace 
and love.  Her presence - the vision so many of us will always carry of Barbara at the organ or the piano, 
"working" for 60 years without ever making it look like she was working, will be thankfully ingrained in our 
memories for our lifetimes.  Thank you, Barbara, and thank you God for our time with her! 
 

Scott Danielson 

 
There are so many memories of Barbara and all of them are good! The one I will always think about with 
awe is from last year and the Sunday worship service happened on Halloween Day. It was during the 
offertory I think, and all of a sudden, Barbara thundered forth with the dramatic number from “The Phantom 
of the Opera”. It was completely unexpected, but oh so wonderful!! All of the organ music Barbara played 
was pleasant, but this was so exciting and different.  
 

I cherish having known you dear Barbara. 
 

Nancy Flanders 
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Barbara Hoff was music to me. Whenever I had the pleasure of working with her, our common activity had 
something to do with music. A number of years ago, when my children were in elementary school, 
Barbara’s name was recommended as being an excellent piano teacher. Both of my children and I, myself 
took lessons from Barbara. She was always kind, patient, and helpful, even when we hadn’t practiced our 
pieces much the week before.  
 

I got to know Barbara even better when I joined the Trinity choir. She was always in a good mood, no 
matter how difficult our piece was, or whatever else was happening! But she was also an attentive listener, 
and made our choir rehearsals end often in laughter with her sense of humor. I have sweet memories of 
our choir parties and our performances of silly songs when we had a few special events at church. Her 
talent was so great! I am so grateful to have had the amazing privilege of hearing her play each piece on 
the organ and piano at church on Sunday. How great was her love of her music, her family, her church, 
her community of musicians, and her Lord! She inspired us with the joy she expressed in her music, and 
thankfully, we can continue to feel her joy and love. Our lives have been tremendously enriched because 
we knew Barbara Hoff. 
 

Cheryl Dove 

 
In Thanks and Praise of Barbara 
When visiting Barbara (and Donna) in French Hospital less than two days before Barbara’s passing, I was 
so positive that she would recover, come home very soon, and live for many more good years. I prayed 
then with great thankfulness for Barbara’s successful surgery and almost took for granted her full recovery. 
So, hearing of her sudden death less than two days later put me more deeply in shock and denial than I 
have been before. 
 

Upon reflection, I realized that somehow, I had thought that Barbara could not die. How odd. As a pastor 
for almost 50 years, I know that everyone, including myself and everyone and every living thing, will die 
when their time comes. But somehow, I had imagined Barbara Hoff never would. Perhaps that comes 
from the little canon, “Music and joy shall live, music and joy shall live, music and joy shall live, never to 
die.” Or perhaps it comes from my thinking that Barbara was somehow the embodied spirit of Trinity United 
Methodist Church, and spirits live forever. The sound waves of musical notes go on forever. I Corinthians 
13 tells us that “faith, hope, and love abide, these three.” In my heart I assumed it would be so for Barbara. 
 

And is my heart wrong in thinking that? Maybe not. . .probably not. For Barbara’s life does go on in many 
ways for me and my family, and in so many more ways for her family and for all of us. Her physical 
presence has gone from the piano bench. But. . . 
 

. . .my second daughter, one of her piano students over several years, chose a career of being a music 
teacher and choir leader and to continues to share that gift. Thank you, Barbara. Thanks also for the love 
of music in my first daughter, also your student. 
 

. . .the Trinity choir valiantly sings on gathered under the leadership of some of Barbara’s many friends. 
The Vocal Arts Ensemble gathered to rehearse and sing on beautifully just two hours after the news came 
of Barbara’s passing. Thank you, Barbara. 
 

. . .my own joy in music, and for that matter my joy in being a pastor, has only been enhanced and expanded 
by the many experiences of working and singing and leading worships with Barbara. I will never forget her 
valiantly playing at every special worship service even on Christmas and Thanksgiving Days, and at all the 
special Lenten or other seasonal worships that some pastor conjured up. . .with the help of God and of Barbara. 
 
So, thank you, Barbara. Seeing with the eyes of my heart, I sense that it is true. Music and joy do live, never 
to die. Thanks be to Barbara, to Lowell, and to the creator of us all. 
 

-Mike Eggleston, pastor at Trinity 1993-2000, returned choir member 2013 to the present 
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Barbara, Lowell, Carole and I joined Trinity at the same time with Rev. Mack Mitchell officiating. Over the 
years their two oldest children, Ron and Donna played with our children. One year in the 1970’s we packed 
into the Desolation Wilderness for a week with a group from Trinity.  
 

Early in the week preceding her operation I delivered some muffins to Liz Curren who met me on Fearn 
Ave., I rolled down my window and we talked. A car came up the road, Liz recognized it as the Hoffs, so 
I backed up and got to the Hoff’s. Barbara was driving and when I arrived the Hoffs were still in the car. 
Barbara got out and I gave her the muffins. She said her surgery was scheduled for Friday, as usual she 
was very optimistic and cheerful, vintage Barbara. 
 

Barbara was an exemplary leader who led by example, working with and listening to others to keep the 
organization on an even keel.   
 
Bill and Carole Fairbanks   

 
I met Barbara at Trinity over thirty years ago.  In our conversations she insisted that she was not an 
organist!  We all know better.  She was a lovely lady and an extremely talented musician.  I will miss her. 
 

Nora Gallison 

 
Barbara Hoff was one amazing faithful servant. She never ceased to amaze with her musical talents and 
love. I was blessed to be the Youth Leader for Trinity from 1995-2005 and had the opportunity to work 
with Barbara. I always enjoyed staff meetings with Barbara, Pastor Mike Eggleston, Mike Rosen, Janet 
Neilson and Kathleen our secretary. Barbara had a twinkle in her eye and a sly sense of humor. One staff 
meeting, after Pastor Mike had been gone for an extended time, the staff, mainly Barbara, had decided to 
"scare" Pastor Mike into NOT ever leaving us alone again for that long again. So, we all went around the 
circle to update Mike on his absence. First, Barbara reported a longtime elderly choir member, Marjorie 
Jones, had fallen in the choir loft and was badly injured. As each of us reported, the story got worse! I 
reported while serving People's Kitchen at the Grange Hall in SLO, the youth had set it on fire trying to 
figure out electric outlets. Finally, Janet (currently the VCC Director) burst out that she was pregnant! We 
all burst into laughter and Pastor Mike decided he'd better not leave us alone for long again!  Barbara 
always had an interesting song for the youth to perform at her Crazy Song Festivals. They protested but 
had a blast performing! Barbara always had the best ideas. Thank you for all of the love you have shared 
with us.    
 

Sandy Green  

 
A Memory of Barbara 
 

Barbara was so special in so many ways. Her wonderful musical gifts and skills were just one part of her. 
Just trying to describe her as a person is impossible—kind, tolerant, gracious, caring, patient, etc. etc.—
so I won’t try, but I do want to share an example of her thoughtfulness and graciousness. 
 

My lilac bush was in full bloom around the time of Lowell’s birthday in March. I called Barbara and made 
arrangements to bring some to him. Lowell met me at the door and was delighted. Because he was 
originally from Kansas and I was originally from Nebraska, early blooming lilacs were very special to both 
of us. On Monday, April 4th, I got a thank you note from Barbara. Just thinking about her, in the midst of 
preparing to go to the hospital in two next days, taking the time to write a thank you note, shows what a 
caring and thoughtful person she was. She was so very special. 
 

Alta Hall 
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Barbara was one of the first people I met at TUMC in 2008. Her welcoming kindness and incredible gift of 
music impacted me from the time we met. I was honored to have Barbara play for our wedding. 
She leaves a legacy of beauty, grace, faith and dedication to all who knew her. 
Love, 
 
Carole Harden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At our weekly church choir practice, we would often sing through songs that were quite a way off. Barbara 
would say “Let’s run through this one”. Well, we would stumble through the piece, making mistakes all 
over the place, and finally get to the end of the song.  Our choir would take a collective breath and sigh, 
almost in a sad, forlorn fashion.  At that point, knowing that this song was not going to be worked on for 
another week, we all loved hearing Barbara say, “PERFECT!” 
 

John Kersten 

 
From the first day my family and I came to Trinity to join the congregation and the choir, Barbara was 
welcoming and gracious. She always made me feel appreciated. Barbara inspired and challenged me to 
sing solo pieces and assisted joyfully when those solo pieces became new songs of praise. 
 

Throughout the pandemic as we recorded music for the online services, she graced us with spectacular 
accompaniment that made those of us singing shine. I looked forward each week to our quiet 
conversations of shared joys, sorrows, concerns & hopes. She was there with love and acceptance for all 
of me. 
 

"Remember honk if you love Jesus? Well, smile if you think this is good news.", Barbara's echo through 
my heart. Well Barbara, we are going to smile and sing more beautifully that we are aching. We are going 
to do our best to carry on your mastery of allowing the love & music to shine on others as it guides us 
through. 
 

Jora  

Barbara’s and my custom was to walk early in the 
morning at 7:45AM, several days a week. She often 
referred to this time as the middle of the night. We often 
discussed current events “solving” some issues of the 
day. These walks gave us a great start for the day!  
 
Former choir member 
Evelyn Kane 
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Barbara was my friend and inspiration. She was my teacher, my mentor and my advocate. 
 

When Vaughn and I moved to Los Osos, Barbara was one of the main reasons we chose to become 
members of Trinity. Going to church was like attending a free concert because of the professional quality 
of the music each week. Not only did she play beautiful music, she encouraged everyone to participate in 
any way they could. She went the extra mile to support Children’s Music and our Praise Band (which I 
know made her life more complicated). She also coordinated the Silly Song Fest which demonstrated her 
incredible sense of humor and creativity. Barbara had a way of making us all feel musically capable and 
accepted us at whatever level we were at. She incorporated instrumental musicians of all kinds. Vaughn 
and I were always happy to play with her because she was so appreciative and professional. 
Barbara would make us all feel more musical when we played or sang with her. Suggestions were made 
in a subtle way, never in a judgmental manner. It was always “perfect”. She was truly a “Minister of Music” 
serving all who know her through her music and gift of listening. 
 

When I pursued a piano teaching career Barbara mentored me and sent students my way. My studio filled 
up quickly. She was always there to answer any questions I had about repertoire or teaching. My favorite 
times were those spent with her as my teacher and coach. She had a way of bringing out one’s musical 
best. I’m only sorry I didn’t take advantage of all she graciously offered more often. I will dearly miss 
collaborating with her on the piano and flute. I will miss the conversations we had after rehearsals. 
Spending time with her was so special for me professionally and personally. 
 

Barbara was a humble woman of endless grace and talent. She will be missed by so many throughout 
this county for all she gifted us with her music. May her legacy be felt and lived through all of us whose 
lives she touched. 
 

Marian Kaser                                                    

 
Barbara literally made a difference in my life. I attended church off and on as a Presbyterian. Then I met 
Barbara and joined the Trinity choir. As time went on she got me singing solos, the first when I was 70 
years old! Fellow choir members talked me into auditioning for the Cuesta Master Chorale. I was accepted 
and sang with the Chorale for ten years. That and meeting the good people of Trinity. All these things 
wouldn’t have happened without Barbara! 
 

I was in the hospital for a minor mishap when I got word of Barbara’s passing, and nurse asked me why I 
was crying. I told her that a family member had died. And I think that comes close to describing how I felt 
about Barbara. 
 

John Kelly 

 
 
I did not know Barbara well, though I worked closely with her every week. I have spent countless hours 
with her, but have rarely heard her speak. Her music was flawless; only once did she ever even make a 
false start. I regret that I never sang alongside her, regret that I didn’t know her better, but I am thankful 
that each week I got to watch her play so effortlessly, play piano and organ and bells, play for violas and 
cellos and flutes, play so tenderly with and for singers who loved her. She has been the backbone of my 
work. She has been the backbone of our church. She is irreplaceable, but “we shall still be joined in heart, 
and hope to meet again.” 
 

Kasey P. Lindsay 
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Barbara was a multi-talented and gifted woman with a great sense of humor.  One of my fond memories 
is of the "Silly Song Festival". Barbara organized a few of these programs throughout her tenure at 
Trinity.  She will be dearly missed. 
 

Susan McMickell 

 
I met Barbara in November of 2018 when I first came to work at Trinity as an administrative assistant.  She 
was always so kind and patient with me and always willing to answer any of my silly questions in those 
early days. 
 

After her son and family moved to Los Osos last year I found out that her grandsons and one of my 
grandsons were the same age and in the same class. From that day forward, we would share stories 
about our grandsons, she really loved those boys. 
 

Many times, I've heard Barbara play beautiful music in the sanctuary both during church service and on a 
weekly basis when she would come in to practice. She was indeed a true music artist and a precious gift 
to Trinity United Methodist Church. I will miss her. 
Until we meet again, my friend! 
 

Mary Anne Meyer 

 
We have been members of Trinity United Methodist Church for 32 years. 
 

Barbara was already established as “our” choir director, organist, and pianist. She provided the church 
community with much more…Her leadership and musical expertise “lifted our souls”. 
We have been blessed. 
 

Thelma and Joe Randolph 

 
A Treasure from Barbara 
 

We are so very grateful to have a handwritten note from Barbara.  It was written on March 30, 2022... 
two days before her surgery.  She wrote to thank us for a card we had sent expressing our prayers for 
her. 
 

Barbara's words are incredibly thoughtful and her penmanship is absolutely beautiful! 
 

We will treasure her note always in remembrance of her friendship, 
God-given musical talent and graceful countenance. 
 

Melissa and Tim Rochte 

 
We are so grateful that Barbara shared her extraordinary talents with us all. Such a great person and we 
feel honored to have known her. 
 

Al and Louise Schiebelhut 

 
Sundays it was usually Barbara who opened up the church at 8:00 am or so, for choir practice -- and 
myself too, to set up the after-service coffee. After the coffee was set up then I went to choir. Great way 
to begin the day. 
 

Carol Shupp 
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One of Barbara’s enduring gifts she gave to the community of Trinity’s Family and Friends, combined 
her love of almost any musical genre, with live musical performances. And nowhere else did this dual-
love affair manifest itself better than through the many “Crazy Song Fests” she organized and led over 
the decades.  

Through myriad wacky performances, many of Barbara’s hidden talents were fully on display, such as: 
Impresario, Promoter, Producer and overall Ring-Leader for the Choir. 

So, it was to my great fortune in 2018, when Barbara encouraged me to do a scene, with Mike Eggleston, 
from one of my favorite Musical Productions, “Paint Your Wagon;” a raucous tale from California’s Roaring 
Gold Rush Era.  

Thank you, Barbara, from the bottom of my heart, for helping me and countless others, to “find our 
voice” and bring more joy to this troubled world. 
 
Shalom to You My Friend, 
 
Tim Rochte 

 
We will always be grateful for Barbara’s presence, for what she brought to the community, to Trinity, and 
to our lives. 
 

All three of our children were fortunate to have their first music lessons from Barbara. Her patient, skillful 
teaching gave each of them a strong foundation as musicians. 
 

Bruce enjoyed many good times and made lasting friendships during the years he was in choir. Barbara’s 
unflappable, good humored, kind leadership, made the hard work fun. The choir shows were a hoot! 
 

Barbara’s beautiful music is an enduring gift that has been an important part of our personal spiritual 
experiences. 
 

Bruce & Colleen Powers 

 
Barbara Hoff was the best organist, choir director, and worship leader I have ever known and worked 
with.  She had a sense of worship that few church musicians have, and she could lead the congregation 
in worship even when the pastor blew it.  Barbara never performed for applause.  Her music was always 
an offering to God.  Her ability to move from organ to piano to directing the choir with "a meaningful nod" 
without breaking the flow of the service was a gift few church musicians have. 
 

Correction.  Once a year, she played and directed for applause, because  
once a year she switched from the serious to the ridiculous.  With music, drama, stage sets, costumes, 
makeup, and a lot of Tomfoolery both the choir and the congregation had a night to remember. 
 

Thank you, Barbara, for putting up with a succession of pastors, changing choirs, and a changing 
congregation for fifty years.  All of us who knew you, worked with you, and were led in worship by you are 
indebted to you. 
Thank you. 
 

Ed and Jean Womack   
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Words of Thanksgiving for Barbara Hoff 
From the moment I arrived at Trinity in 2000 I knew we were fortunate to have Barbara as our primary 
musician. She, of course, impressed me with her musical versatility, people skills, and ability to multitask. 
Even more, what impressed me was her generous Christ-like spirit, humble attitude, and steady presence 
within the congregation. Her loyalty was to the whole people of God. She offered the community her 
abundant gifts and faithful friendship for so many years it’s difficult to imagine Trinity without her. Even 
with her impressive skillset though, she was never someone to act in self-promoting ways. Her interest 
was to help the people of God worship the God who loves us all and calls us God’s own. 
 

On a more personal note, I benefitted, as I know others did, from Barbara’s deep compassion, gentle 
kindness, and simple wisdom when things got a little rough. She also blessed Dallis and me by bringing 
her keyboard to the Topp’o’the’hill and gracing our intimate wedding ceremony with her music. Her wit 
and humor saved many a day in ministry, and each spring for ten years she helped me through “Holy 
Moly” week with her calm presence, adaptability, and willingness to support what I was trying to do. She 
was a true partner in ministry.  I am so grateful to have known Barbara and worked with her. She has 
been a gift to all of us and will be deeply missed! 
 
Mark Richardson 
Pastor 2000-2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity UMC staff from September 2006 Submitted by Mark Lloyd Richardson 
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Dear Friends, 
  

I am crushed at Barbara’s passing!   We made such beautiful music together – it was always a pure 
pleasure.  Polly and I chose Trinity because of Barbara’s music – organ, piano and choir!      Soon after 
we officially joined Trinity (2008) I mentioned to Barbara that I would like to play at a service.    We decided 
to do something we both knew – Schubert’s Ave Maria.    We also decided to play the Offertory and that 
we would run through the piece about ½ hour before the service – that would be about 9:30 a.m.  We 
certainly didn’t want to over-rehearse!  In my former church, services were at 11:00 a.m. and I got 
confused.  So, on the given Sunday, Polly and I drove up to Trinity at about 10:20 a.m.; the parking lot 
was full!  Oops.     Our first instinct was to just keep driving.  No, we decided to park and just see what 
happens.  We walked into the church barely minutes before the Offertory.  I quickly unpacked my viola, 
walked up the side aisle and handed Barbara her part.  With a twinkle in her eye Barbara said: “Just in 
time”, and asked “What key is it in?” I replied: “It doesn’t matter, let’s make some music.”  I quickly tuned, 
and we played the very best Ave Maria of my life! 
 

In the following years, when I was scheduled to play, we would remind each other that we’re playing at 
the 10:00 service.  Or, I would ask: “Which service are we playing?”   It was our private joke.  Over the 
years, at every occasion after we played, I’d smile at Barbara and say “Thank You” while I walked off the 
Chancel.   She has been such a blessing.  In truth, Barbara remains an indelible blessing in my life. 
  

Barbara, until we can make music again, 
  

Love, 
 

Tom Tatton 

 
I have been a member of Trinity since I was a child. As an adult, Barbara Hoff was always involved in the 
music of the church. However, when I think back, my first thought of Barbara was of her teaching my 
daughter, Michelle, to play the piano. And, even though I learned to play piano as a child, I had always 
thought that someday I would take lessons from Barbara too. 
 

For many years, my mom, Betty Powell, sang in the choir with Barbara directing. After many years, I 
became a member also. Barbara was always so gracious when I could not always attend practice. And, 
she was always welcoming when I could be there.  
 

I will miss Barbara, the wonderful music she brought to our church and to the whole county! 
 

Patti James 

 
Barbara Hoff - humble servant of our Lord.   
Truly a most gifted leader: Thoughtful, wise, and inspirational, i.e. PERFECT!   
 

Charlotte Dietzel  

 
Barbara has always been here! 
 

I knew we were “lucky” to have her loyalty to this church. Such talent! Such kindness! She reminded me 
of my mother, which has been very comforting through the years. She asked me if I would direct the bell 
choir when my father donated the first bells in mom’s memory. She always said yes when you came to 
her with a song or an idea. I never told you how beautiful I thought you were. I hope that others did. 
 

Love  
Maureen Upton 
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April 9, 2022:  Happy Heavenly Birthday my dear friend and sister. As everyone knows Barbara was a 
very talented and loved musician.  Today on her birthday I want to honor the woman who was a beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, cousin, friend and so much more to so many. It’s hard to believe 
that I can’t just pick up the phone and say Happy Birthday or email you very late at night knowing that 
you’re probably still up. My son and I were talking about you and Dan stated that he doesn’t remember 
life without Barbara.  I reminded him that he didn’t as he wasn’t born in 1967 when my family moved to 
Los Osos and joined Trinity Church where our friendship with the Hoff family began. Our families did so 
much together through the years such as camping, backpacking, out for lunch or coffee and Church 
functions. Barbara disliked oranges. She did not even want one on her plate as garnish.  I would grab it 
off her plate. One time the food server reached across me to serve her and I grabbed the orange in 
midair.  The server gave me a weird look and Barbara made a comment about wanting a new plate.  Then 
we started laughing and explained!!! I just had a hard-boiled egg and thought of Barbara. She loved 
deviled eggs and deviled egg sandwiches on white bread!!!!  If someone brought either one for coffee 
hour after church, we would save some for her!! We always upheld each other during the good times and 
the bad. On Lori’s birthday and death dates Barbara always a sent me a card, emailed, called, or gave 
me a loving wink from the piano bench. Barbara did not have to tell anyone that she was Christian.  She 
lived her life as one.  Just doing and not caring if anyone knew about it.  Barbara I will miss you forever 
but you will always be in my heart.  When I look at the stars I will think of you.  I will keep your family in 
my prayers as they are the ones that will truly miss you always and forever.  I’ll be singing “I’ll Fly Away” 
frequently.   
 

Until we meet again Special Friend!!   
 

Charlotte Wood 
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May Birthdays          
05/01      Marsha Carlson 
05/02 Cheryl Dove 
05/03 Bill Awbrey 
05/03 Wendy Porter         
05/10 Sequoia Clokey 
05/11 Sofia Steen 
05/11 Dawn Tyra       
05/12 Sue Bigbee 
05/18 Jean Gandy  
05/18 Robert Johnson 
05/26 Liz Blake  
05/31 Emma Hollis     
   
       May Anniversaries   
John and Cathy Bonnett May 1st 
Ron and Lucia Dickey May 7th 
Bill and Emily Rodenhi May 9th 
Tim and Melissa Rochte May 18th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR: 
Liz Blake 

Liz Curren 
Mollie Devine 
Delores Doyle 
John Green 

Family of Barbara Hoff 
Shirley Hulin 
Don Rivers 

Rose Robertson 
Family of Dorothy Rooney 

Tom Upton 
Chris Vaile 

Donna Vrooman 
 

         Martin Brown 
Alvah Davis 
Treva Firth 
Bob Gale 

Susie Gale 
Family of Vikki Gray 

Eric Hoff 
Bruce Randolph 

Diane Randolph Centoni 
Family of Mike Schoff 

Elias Shiele 
Kara Stewart 

Leatrice Thurston 
Jason Torlano 

Phyllis Whitesell 
Margaret Wiggins 

Frank Wulf 
 

 
 

 
The President, Faculty and Graduating Class 

Of 
Sonoma State University 

announce that 
Sequoia Jo Anna Rose Clokey 
is a candidate for the degree of 

Bachelor of Science 
In Biology 

Saturday afternoon, May twenty-first 
At one o’clock 

Two thousand twenty-two 
Green Music Center 

Prayer List 

Asking for your continued support in 
prayer for those in need. 

If you or someone you know needs to be included on the 
prayer list, please fill out a prayer request located in the pew. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks unless 
otherwise requested. 
To be removed from the list, please contact the church office. 

 

Graduation announcement from Jora’s 
daughter Sequoia. Congratulations! 
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The UMW meeting in April had seven visitors, two of whom said they would like to attend a meeting. After 
refreshments on the front patio, we adjourned to the social hall where the program presented was 
designed to introduce people to United Methodist Women, using the PURPOSE to explain what it does. 
A little time was spent with information about the organization’s new operating name—United Women in 
Faith. This new name is meant to reflect our times, creating new ways for women to carry on UMW’s 
legacy. 
 
We are still in the process of collecting layette items. The table in the narthex will remain up until the 
second Sunday in May, so there is still time to donate. 
 
The next UMW Circle meeting is Thursday, May 12 at 2:00 in the social hall. Our meetings are open to 
all interested women. 
 
I cannot fail to mention the sorrow we have all experienced because of the death of our beloved 
Music/Choir Director, Barbara Hoff. Over the years, whenever UMW has prepared special programs, 
Barbara was asked if she could play for us and she never turned us down. Words cannot express how 
much she was loved and how much she will be missed. 
 
Praying for Barbara’s family, 
Alta 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF  
SANDLOT BRIDGE 

After having taken a couple of years off, Sandlot 
Bridge will resume at the Tattton’s home in Morro 
Bay, Friday May 6 at 1:30 p.m. Sandlot Bridge is 
a great place to learn the game since scores are 
meaningless, everyone that attends is a winner. 
For those who just want to come for snacks, 
socialization and see how bridge works call Polly 
(805) 225-1888 or email > pollytatton@gmail.com < 
 
 

Trinity United Methodist Women News 
May 2022 
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Trinity’s Income/Expense Report  
March 2022 Year to Date 

Income $25,099. $78,627. 
Expense $21,791. $63,585. 

Net $3,308. $15,042. 

Have a delightful Mother’s Day! 
Time to celebrate and remember all the ‘moms’ among us. 

Sunday, May 8 

San Luis Chamber Orchestra Concert 
Sunday, May 15  
Check the bulletins for the concert time 

TUMC office will be closed Monday, May 30 
in observance of Memorial Day. 

Central Coast Hour Exchange Potluck 
 
Saturday, May 21, 1:00 pm 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
Open to all members, guest and future members. And the usual - 
BRING YOUR OWN PLATE, UTENSILS & CUP. 

Tuesday Home Church will continue the study of 1 Corinthians. The 
meetings will continue on Tuesdays, until May 10th, which will be the 
last session until Mike has recovered from his surgery. You may 
contact Mike or Eileen for further details. 
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Trinity United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 6775 

Los Osos, CA 93412-6775 

Please contact the church office at 805-528-1649 if you wish to be removed from our mailing list 

CONTACT US 
Church email: church@trinitylososos.org Phone: 805-528-1649     

Pastor’s email: pastorg@trinitylososos.org 
Website: www.trinitylososos.org  or follow us on Facebook: Trinity United Methodist Church, Los Osos, CA 
 
Bishop: The Rev. Grant Hagiya           District Superintendent: The Rev. Melissa Roux MacKinnon 
Pastor: The Rev. Gilbert Stones                                                                   Lay Leader: Scott Danielson                 
Interim Choir Directors: Rich Bolin and Bob Mott  
Interim Accompanists: Elizabeth Clover and Marian Kaser  
Video Production Technician: Kasey P. Lindsay                   Administrative Assistant: Mary Anne Meyer                                                                                          
VCC Director: Bonnie Luther 
 
 


