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Long life to you! Good health to you and your household! And good 
health to all that is yours! 

 
1 Samuel 25:6 
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY AND MARCH, BEFORE COVID19 

 
 
                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 20th Birthday Buddies! 
Joe, Polly and Bob celebrated 
their birthdays during social 

hour. 

Round the USA Dinner 
Sunday, March 1 

Some amazing people and 
some really, really yummy 

food! 

Children’s Moments with Scott Danielson, Lay 
Leader, Sunday, March 8th 

Turri Road clean-up crew 
Saturday, March 7th. 

Baby shower on Sunday March 8th 
Ray Bracken, Chris & Kendra, Kay 

and Dave 

California Presidential Primary Election Tuesday, March 3 
TUMC Poll Workers: Joe, Bob, Pastor G, Mike, Cheryl, Nora and 

Eileen. Missing from the photo was Alta. 
Thanks everyone for a well-organized polling place. 



 

3 
 

To the Saints that are in Los Osos,  April  2020 
 
On the willows there we hung up our lyres, for our captors there required of us songs, and 
our tormentor’s mirth, saying, 'Sing us one of the songs of Zion.' But how shall we sing the 
Lord's song in a foreign land?" The movie adaptation of Godspell was released in March 
of 1973, a few months before my graduation from high school. It made a profound impact 
on my high school Christian circle that continues to resonate today 
But this is April, the month of Easter. Why this song and not, for instance, "Day by Day?" 
The song, "On the Willows," is taken directly from Psalm 137. The psalm is a lament over 

the destruction of Jerusalem and the carrying off of most of the population into what is called "the Babylonian exile." 
For centuries the worship of the Hebrew people was centered around the temple in Jerusalem. The psalm 
expresses the pain of those who must find God in a foreign place cut off from everything familiar and comfortable. 
Good things did come out of the exile. The Hebrews learned to worship where they were and returned to the Holy 
Land as Jews – a people united around worship rather than tribe, bringing with them the synagogue that allowed 
each town and village a place to gather and worship God. 

I have been thinking of this psalm ever since it became necessary for us to shelter at home. We held services at 
church on March 15, a week after many churches had decided it was necessary to move online, precisely because 
we feel the need to connect directly with one another. I think we may very well feel like the psalmist and wonder 
how we can sing and worship without our wonderful choir, our beautiful sanctuary and all of the gifts we enjoy as 
Trinity UMC.  

So on to Easter, then. Have you ever wondered why Easter moves around the calendar? It is what in the church is 
called a "movable feast." The answer is surprisingly complex and requires an astronomer. Easter usually falls on 
the first Sunday after the first full moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. This year the equinox is March 20, 
the first full moon after the March equinox is on the night of April 7-8. Therefore, this year Easter falls on the following 
Sunday, April 12. The Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. established the rule for the date of Easter. By that rule there 
are precisely 35 dates on which Easter can take place. The earliest possible date for Easter is March 22 and the 
latest possible date is April 25. 

There are, of course, complications. Easter can never come as early as March 21 even though the astronomical 
conditions may be met earlier. That’s because, by ecclesiastical rules, the vernal equinox is fixed on March 21. 
That’s in spite of the fact that in the 21st century (2001 to 2100) every March equinox after the year 2007 will fall 
on March 19 or March 20. In 2020, the equinox falls on March 20, according to clocks in Greenwich. To complicate 
matters even further, an ecclesiastical full moon does not necessarily happen on the same date as an astronomical 
full moon. Therefore, it’s possible for an ecclesiastical Easter and an astronomical Easter to occur on different 
dates, as well. Then, if that isn't enough, the Eastern Orthodox church uses a different formula so that their Easter 
celebration may be earlier or later than ours, but rarely on the same Sunday. One might think that Easter would fall 
on the first Sunday after the Jewish Passover, but it doesn't. And if you think our system is hard, the calculations to 
set Passover are even more of a nightmare. And you may have thought it was easy. 

Even as the Grinch couldn't prevent Christmas from coming by removing all the familiar trappings, (to switch 
movies). With or without our familiar things Easter is coming. It is impossible to keep Jesus, the living word of God, 
dead. Even the coronavirus cannot postpone the resurrection and the power of life it brings exploding into our world. 

Like the Hebrews learning to find and worship God in new ways, we are learning new ways to connect to God and 
one another. Join us online for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter. Like the first generation in the exile we are 
still figuring this out but God is with us in our homes and when the shelter at home orders are removed we will 
return to our holy place stronger and more firmly planted in the love of God. 

See you (virtually) in Church, 
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Treasurer Update 

 

As we adjust to the COVID19 environment, a brief update on our finances is warranted.   
 

We are currently trying to adjust our expenses, given that some of our income sources are no longer 
relevant.  The Village Children’s Center is temporarily closed except to children of parents who are 
essential employees--doctors, nurses, law enforcement.  VCC rent payments for April and May have 
been postponed, with the expectation rent for those months will be made up over the rest of the year.  
We do not expect any in person offering plate donations, nor room use donations.   
 

Yet, our insurance, property taxes, pastor support and non-ministerial staff wage obligations all 
continue, some at reduced rates, and some not.  Custodial services have been suspended through 
April.  I expect some of our utility’s expenses (electricity, gas, water) to be significantly reduced, but 
others will not decline (telephone, waste collection).   So, your continued support through pledges is 
greatly appreciated.  Some members have recently contributed their pledge for the whole year, so our 
checking account balance is sufficient to meet the financial obligations for the near future.  Your 
continued contributions will help the church make it through these difficult times.   
 

Like everyone’s personal finances, the value of our investments has dropped considerably since 
January.  I expect it will take quite some time for them to return to pre-COVID19 levels.  But, since we 
don't rely on our investments for our day-to-day operations, our financial outlook is still positive, but 
more concerning as this pandemic continues. 
 

Be safe! 
 

Bob Clover, TUMC Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trinity’s Income/Expense 
Report 

 
Feb. 2020 Year to Date 

Income $19,447. $44,047. 

Expense $21,162. $39,639. 

Net -$1,715. $4,401. 

Please continue to save your change in your Little Churches. 
If they get full please continue to save your change in a zip 
lock bag. At some time in the future, we will be back to the real 
world. 

Please refrain from sending mail to the physical 
address of the church (490 Los Osos Valley Road), 
instead please use the church Post Office Box: 
TUMC  
PO Box 6775 
Los Osos, CA 93412 
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Dear Trinity Family, 
“Be careful what you wish for!” is an expression that comes to my mind frequently these troubled 

days.  Just a few, short weeks ago, I was relishing in the thoughts of impending (a year and a few months) 
retirement from teaching.  Waking up when I pleased, being home as often as I pleased, taking leisurely 
walks, spending time with friends and family etc. Those were some of the prominent ideas of what my 
retirement would look like.  Then, “Boom!” Suddenly, I am thrust into a whole new world. We all are. Some 
of this new world resembles my vision for retirement, and some, most horrifyingly, does not. How do I 
reconcile such a dichotomy in my mind?  There are so many questions that will be unanswered, so many 
fears to face, so much to do and so much not to do. What do I do?   

I work and then I go for walks.  I work and then I watch an old TV show.  I work and then I listen to 
music or read a book.  I worry and I pray and I communicate with family in the ways that I am able.  That’s 
what I do. I call my students on the phone, I plan their assignments and respond to their comments 
online.  I learn, slowly and with difficulty, how to be a virtual teacher. I worry and I pray and I communicate 
with friends in the ways that I am able.  That’s what I do.   

I have also fallen in love!  I have fallen in love with Los Osos all over again.  I drive to an area that 
I haven’t been to in a long time, or haven’t been to at all, park my car and walk around.  After the recent 
rains, the weather was dynamic and beautiful and it was exhilarating to be out and about. So I thanked 
God that with all the other threats and concerns, this was a gift that was given to me.  I intend to use it 
every day that I can. Every afternoon, I take myself out for my walk - the Elfin Forest (which I am so 
fortunate to live next to), along the bay, up the hills beyond Bayview Heights, along the bike trail through 
the middle of town - looking at nature, houses and yards, and people from afar.   

So, that’s my version of our current situation.  Fall in love again with something wonderful and 
positive.  I thank our magnificent God for that something, and thank Jesus for being our supreme model 
of how to be a human being.  What would Jesus do? Maybe he would take a walk! 

 
Scott Danielson, Lay Leader 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

In stressful times, people throughout history and throughout the 
world have found comfort, expressed solidarity with others, and 
shared inspiration and beauty by making and/or hearing music. In 
Italy, people are singing art songs and arias from their balconies. 
Yo-yo Ma has started a music-sharing movement. Online virtual 
choirs are joining together. We can stay at home and still feel 
harmony and fellowship. Listen to music, sing hymns or favorite 
songs, enjoy what others are posting online. This too shall pass 
and we'll be making music together at Trinity again. Stay well! 
 

                                                Barbara 
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United Methodist Women News 

April 2020 

As this is written, we are all experiencing the forced confinement to our homes because of 
the coronavirus. It may get a bit tiresome after a while but we know it is for our safety and 
the safety of those around us. Thanks to the telephone and internet, we are not in complete 
isolation and we are still able to go to the store, drug store, Miner’s, etc., as long as we 
take precautions and practice the social distancing recommendation of six feet distance 
from other people. Most of us can take walks, getting us outdoors and into the fresh air. 
There is time to read, tackle long-delayed projects, knit, listen to the radio, watch TV and 
do other activities you enjoy. One of the activities we could do is check in on others by 
telephone or email. A telephone call to someone you haven’t seen for a while could 
brighten that person’s day. We realize the importance of abiding with the recommendations 
of staying home, so, during these days, let us continue to persevere, knowing this too will 
pass. Keeping healthy is our job for now. 

Remember to wash your hands.!! 

There will be no United Methodist Women meetings or activities for at least another month. 
Even without meetings, we are encouraged to continue the work of God, praying for others, 

and loving others. We know God is with us in all that we do. 

Alta Hall 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

From Home Church Leader, Mike Eggleston: 

As we continue to study the early church in Acts, which kept crossing borders into new cultures and 
venues, Trinity’s Tuesday Home Church has entered what is for us a new cultural venue: emeetings via 
ZOOM.  Every Tuesday from 3:30 – 5:00 PM, the Home Church hosted by Mike and Eileen will meet via 
our computers or smart phones.  Participants can see and talk with one another, and have two clear 
advantages over actual physical presence: no germs will be passed, and one can exit or mute at will 
with the touch of a button.  Contact Mike Eggleston or Eileen Murta for your invitation # for each 
meeting.  You need buy no membership from ZOOM.   
 
Our schedule: 
March 31 – Acts 18.24 to 19.41 – Paul’s third mission journeys 
April 7 – Acts 20 – Paul’s last trip to Jerusalem 
April 14 –Acts 21 -22 – Arrest and defense in Jerusalem 
April 21 – Acts 23-24 – Trials in Jerusalem and Caesarea 
April 28 – Acts 25-26 – Appeal to Caesar, hearings before governors and kings 
May 4 – Acts 27 - Sailing to Rome, interrupted by shipwreck 
May 11 – Acts 28 – Arrival in Rome, wrap-up Acts.  We’ll return to meeting at 2350 Crest as soon as 
conditions are safe. 
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Mike Eggleston is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/798995394?pwd=c3FaMlZ3akpTNVBxQXJWNXhWQTJVQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 798 995 394 
Password: 531612 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US 
        +1 301 715 8592 US 
Meeting ID: 798 995 394 
You should be able to copy & paste the bold link about into your browser & click enter. That should take 
you to the “join” page. The meeting ID should already be entered. If it wants a password, use the one 
above. 
If pasting the link your browser does not work and if you have not used zoom before you may need to 
download the zoom app. Start by going to zoom.us.com. 
You do NOT need to sign up for Zoom.  When you get to a page that says “join”  Look in the upper right 
hand corner & click on “join meeting”. Then enter the Meeting ID (see above) & password if needed. 
If all else fails call in on one of the phone numbers listed under Dial by location & give the meeting ID. 
That should connect you to the meeting by phone. 
  
If you need help Call Eileen @ 714-334-1323. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recent Happenings in Sunday School 
 

As February was Black History Month and March was Women's History Month, the 

children (who learned about the heroic Ruby Bridges last year) were introduced to 

Elizabeth Freeman, also known fondly as Mumbet.  Elizabeth Freeman was a slave 

in Massachusetts who, after the state 

constitution was passed proclaiming that all 

men are free and equal, became the first 

person to successfully sue for and win her 

freedom from slavery.  Her case ostensibly 

made slavery illegal in the state of 

Massachusetts. 
 

In studying Mumbet, the kids discussed the 

evils of slavery, and reflected that because God loves us all equally, God 

wouldn't want anyone to be a slave.  Even the youngest of our children 

commented thoughtfully that she would never want to own slaves herself. 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/798995394?pwd=c3FaMlZ3akpTNVBxQXJWNXhWQTJVQT09
http://zoom.us.com/
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Mumbet once said that if she could spend just one single minute in God's beautiful creation as a free woman, even 

if it meant that she would die at the end of that minute, she would 

gladly do it. 
 

With the suspension of Sunday services, I am deeply saddened that I 

will not be able to see, teach, and learn from the children.  They amaze 

me every week with their insight and compassion.  Hopefully we will 

all be reunited soon.  In the meantime, shalom to all! 
 

To learn more about Mumbet, search YouTube for “Liberty Kids Elizabeth Freeman” and 

watch episode 139 “Born Free and Equal” of the PBS children's series. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Keeping connected with each other and God 
 
Cathy Bonnett is planning to begin a virtual bible study. If you are 
interested, please call (805) 704-5209. The exact form will depend on 
who responds but it could be Zoom, Facebook, conference call or perhaps 
something else. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From Eilleen Murta, TUMC Food Pantry update: 

Trinity UMC may be closed for gatherings but our Food Pantry, with a few changes, is continuing to open 
on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10-AM- noon to provide emergency Food Boxes to those in need. 
 

One of the changes implemented is that we are asking folks to call the church office number to make an 
appointment to pick up their box of food. This allows us to provide social distancing by spacing out the 
arrival times. It also allows us to anticipate the number and size of boxes we will need to have prepared 
for a given day. 
 

Currently, the Food Bank is not providing fresh food or prepared foods. This means our Food Pantry is 
only providing canned goods and shelf stable items (cereal, pasta &amp; peanut butter for example). If 
you would like to donate items to the food pantry, contact Mary Anne by calling the church office number 
or emailing her at church @trinitylososos.org. 
 

Carol Harden, Mike Lindsay, Colleen Powers and/or Eileen Murta will continue to pick up food from the 
SLO Food Bank on Tuesday mornings. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Greetings and Howdy Doody’s to my Trinity family, 
I am well and spending a lot of time walking my new dog, Skippy. I was so blessed by last Sunday’s 
message. Looking forward to our future gatherings at Trinity. 
May the Lord Bless and Keep You, 
Mary Dean 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We dearly miss Sunday worship with all our Trinity friends and hope everyone is doing well.  We are 
shopping for and looking after elderly and vulnerable family members and friends.  We're also enjoying 
some enrichment in isolation: the NY Metropolitan Opera is free streaming one past performance per 
day; the Royal Shakespeare Company is likewise making past plays available free online.  We pray for 
the good health of all of our friends, their families, our community, our nation and our world.    
Bill and Linda Fortin 
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Hello everyone 

Joe is always busy doing things around the house and inside of the church. I have knitting, reading, and 
housework. Yuck. We haven’t killed each other so we are ok. No virus either. 
 J & D 
Joe and Donna Asire 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Chris and I are doing fine. We are going for drives to get out of the house every couple of days.  And we 
take our dog, Charlie Brown, for walks at the same time.  
 
As you can tell from the photos, we walked on Cayucos pier one day and on Friday went up to see the 
elephant seals.  Obviously, the social distancing memo has not gotten to the elephant seals yet. 
 
We are also trying to support the local restaurants that are offering take-out meals as much as possible. 
Getting a cup of frozen yogurt or ice cream at Yogurt Paradise always lifts my spirits. And it makes me 
walk more to work it off.  Ha-ha Please, everyone help out your locals if you can! 
 

Virtual hugs to all of you! 
Patti James and Chris Vaile 
 

 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I want to let all of you know how much I miss worshiping with you.  I especially miss Barbara leading us 
in the choir at our Wednesday rehearsals and at the service on Sunday. It feels like our family suddenly 
moved away! We are staying home and puttering around doing projects.  I hope all of you are staying 
safe and well.  Let us know if we can help anyone in any way! 
Cheryl Dove 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I understand the Tuesday group is setting up on Zoom.  I had never attended before because it was in 
the evening (if this is the one I’m thinking it is), but I can attend on Zoom.  Because this is new, I’ll need 
someone to send me an invite with the details. My email is bkjme@hotmail.com.  Bob’s email 
is bkjme@live.com. 
 
I’m still making masks.  Let me know if anyone needs one. 
Thanks! 
Karen Johnson. 
 

mailto:bkjme@hotmail.com
mailto:bkjme@live.com
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We are doing as well as can be expected. In a strange way hunkering down reminds me of walking across 
the nation. Once Carole dropped me off in the morning I was on my own until she picked me up in the 
afternoon. Now Carole and I are at home. In both situations we realized we had the support of Trinity, and 
while walking the support of many other congregations. Some UMC churches gave us small loaves of 
bread, I always put some in my backpack to eat while stopping to drink a Gatorade. Saturday Shirley Hulin 
left two muffins at our door. Eating the bread, and now the muffins were communion experiences bringing 
to mind our connection to people who cared for us. One of Trinity’s ministers years ago (Rev. Mack 
Mitchel?) commented when we eat together at social hour, it is a communion experience. Now is time to 
put into practice Christianity. We miss Trinity's hospitality, fellowship, camaraderie of church 
congregations, as do many others. We feel very fortunate, blessed for the care members of Trinity such 
as Shirley have who give of themselves to keep us connected.   
Bill and Carole Fairbanks 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__

__________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Debby and Shaun Hobbs from 
Cleburne, Texas. They are happy to be living near 
their nieces and nephews and miss all of their 
California friends and neighbors. Debby writes “we are 
loving life.” If you would like to contact them, here is 
Debby’s email…debbyhobbs@icloud.com 

I want to introduce you to my home office coworker, Radar. I 
have to say he isn't very helpful, he is pretty much worthless 
when it comes to carrying out office tasks but he does provide 
much needed company and love during this strange time. I may 
have to call on the SPRC to transfer him to another department 
or terminate his employment! 
I miss the social interaction and seeing all of you in the office. I 
look forward to the future when all of this will be behind us and 
we can once again greet and hug each other unrestricted. If 
you need to contact the church, you may call the church 
number 24/7...805-528-1649, all calls are forwarded to my cell 
phone. Stay well my friends and my prayers are with you. 
Mary Anne 
TUMC Administrative Assistant 
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LOCAL RESOURCES 
 
Community Dinners and Lunches for Seniors 
Dinners and Senior Lunches are continuing with take-away meals. Dinners are held Thursdays 5-6:00 
pm at the South Bay Community Center. 
If you are unable to pick up, call for delivery of Senior lunches in  
Los Osos call 805-528-6923 or Morro Bay 805-772-4422 

 
TUMC Food Pantry is still distributing food boxes on Tuesdays and Fridays between the hours of 10:00 
am and noon. Thank you to all of the TUMC members that have come out of sheltering at home to feed 
the hungry. The food pantry is requesting that everyone make an appointment to pick up a food box. 
 
Ralph’s Grocery Store has “seniors only” shopping hour from 7:00 am until 8:00 am seven days a 
week. 
 
Some local restaurants that are open for take-out: Ascendo Coffee, Back Bay Café, Beach Hut Deli, The 
Blue Heron, Hong Kong Chinese Restaurant, Kuma, La Casita, La Palapa, Martin’s Mexican & Italian, 
Nichol’s Pizza & Grill, 2nd Street Café, Pagnol Bakery, San Miguel Market and Deli, Sea Pines Café, 
Sylvester’s Burgers and Yogurt Paradise. Please call your order in for pick up at all locations.  
 
Talley Farms has a great service to deliver fresh produce to your home or you can pick up your produce 
box at Lemos Pet Supply, here in town. Please click on this link for further information, they have large 
and small boxes available for purchase.  https://talleyfarmsfreshharvest.com/how-it-works 
 

If you have a Facebook account the page “Support Los Osos” is also an excellent resource for 
services.  
 

For Morro Bay and other nearby communities: 
Morro Bay Cares is also providing grocery shoppers and they will deliver to Los Osos. 
They have other services as well. Just call their number 805-772-6242 to ask about the services or visit 
their website: https://www.morro-bay.ca.us/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
04/01 Gary Dove 
04/02 Scott Danielson 
04/03 Colleen Powers                            
04/04 Donna Schmalz  
04/06 Jonathan Tyra 
04/09 Barbara Hoff 
04/12 Mary Dean 
04/12 Lita Lazo 
04/20 Joe Salas 
04/21 Elizabeth Clover 
04/21 Joanne Pasqua 
04/22 Carol Awbrey 
04/22 Joe Randolph  
04/27 Mike Lindsay 

                              
 

 

 

 

https://talleyfarmsfreshharvest.com/how-it-works
https://www.morro-bay.ca.us/
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Trinity United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 6775 

Los Osos, CA 93412-6775 

Please contact the church office at 825-528-1649 if you wish to be removed from our mailing list 

CONTACT US 
Church email: church@trinitylososos.org Phone: 805-528-1649; Fax 805-528-2504    Pastor’s email: pastorg@trinitylososos.org 

Website: www.trinitylososos.org or follow us on Facebook: Trinity United Methodist Church, Los Osos, CA 

STAFF 

Bishop: Rev. Grant Hagiya District Superintendent: Rev. James R. Powell 

Pastor: Rev. Gilbert Stones            Lay Leader: Scott Danielson     Director of Children and Youth Ministries: Kasey P. Lindsay 

Music Director/Organist: Barbara Hoff                Administrative Assistant: Mary Anne Meyer                   VCC Director: Bonnie  Luther 

 

mailto:pastorg@trinitylososos.org
http://www.trinitylososos.org/
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