
Sunday, November 28 - 1st Sunday in Advent  
 
Opening Prayer:   
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this sacred 
circle through which all creation is related. You show us the way to live a 
generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 
respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
Lighting the Advent Candle (east) – Look Up  
 
Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  Luke 
21:28  
 
We light this first candle, the candle of Hope, in the direction of the east, the 
place where the sun rises and signifying awakening to a new day. We light this 
candle to remind us in our Christian walk to “look up” and look for Jesus in hope. 
We light this candle to symbolize the time of childhood, looking to understand 
your gift of hope to the world through your Son.  We look up to see Jesus in our 
midst.  
 
Prayer  
Creator, on this first Sunday of Advent, you call us to watch, 
to awaken, to prepare for your coming again.  May we look up to see your love, 
your majesty, your truth in our lives. May we share this hope with our families, 
and bring healing into our communities.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, December 5th – 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 
Opening Prayer:  
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this sacred 
circle through which all creation is related. You show us the way to live a 
generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 
respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever, Amen. 
  
Lighting the Advent Candle (south) - Prepare  
 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight... All flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.”  Luke 3:4,6  
 
We light this candle in the direction of the south signifying the season of summer, 
giving thanks for growth in our lives. We light this candle to remind us to prepare 
for the coming of Christ in our lives.  We light this candle to symbolize the time of 
youth, a time of preparation and growth, and a deepening understanding that 
through the gift of Christ in our lives, we find peace. We prepare the way of the 
Creator in our lives, living in harmony one with another.    
 
Prayer  
Creator, John the Baptist called us to repent, to prepare the way of the Lord.  May 
we begin our own preparations for his coming anew with peace in our hearts.  
May we look to Christ, preparing the way through bearing witness to love and 
truth in our families and in our communities.  Creator, deliver us that the earth be 
full of the knowledge of your ways.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, December 12th – 3rd Sunday in Advent 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this sacred 
circle through which all creation is related. You show us the way to live a 
generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 
respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
Lighting the Advent Candle (west) - Rejoice  
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19  
 
We light this candle in the western direction, the direction of the setting sun and 
symbolizing autumn, the time of the harvest. We light this candle thankful that 
Christ brought good tidings, the promise of new life—the blind receiving sight, the 
lame walking and the prisoner set free.   We light this candle, thankful for our 
adult responsibilities, for seeing how we may help to make the world a better 
place for our children and grandchildren. We rejoice that Christ has set us free!  
 
Prayer: 
Creator, strengthen our weak hands that we may find your holy way, the way of 
the redeemed where joy and gladness live. May we understand our own gifts and 
bring teachings for the good of our communities and for the world.  May we do 
the work that Jesus has given us to do with purpose and joy. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, December 19th – 4th Sunday in Advent 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this sacred 
circle through which all creation is related. You show us the way to live a 
generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 
respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle (north) Bear Witness  
 
“A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel: 
God with us.”  Matthew 1:23  
 
We light this candle in the direction of the north, the place of sweeping winter 
winds, and northern lights, the time of year when stories are told on long 
evenings. We light this candle remembering that we ourselves bear witness to 
“God with us” through the example of love in our lives. We light this candle 
representing the time of our lives when we are elders and our stories are told 
with wisdom and experience. We bear witness to our Creator’s promise to be 
Emmanuel: God with us. 
 
Prayer  
Creator, you gave us the gift of Emmanuel, God with us. May we bear witness to 
the presence of Jesus in our lives and in our communities.  May we share the 
good news of Jesus’ promise to be with us always to the very end of the age.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit 
within your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this sacred 
circle through which all creation is related. You show us the way to live a 
generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with 
respect and commitment as we grow in your spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle (Center) The Source of Light  
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.” John 1:1-5 
 
We light this candle at the center, the place from which all things come and to 
which all things return. We light this candle remembering Jesus who is all in all. In 
his eternity we join as children, youth, mature adults and elders in our praise. We 
light this candle as a beacon to light the way for all from North, South, East and 
West. We light this candle as a sign that hope, peace, joy, faith and love all find 
their center in Jesus. 
 
Prayer  
Creator, you give yourself to us in Jesus – “Emmanuel, God with us.” In him you 
choose to dwell with us continually and to redeem us.  May we look up to see 
your love, your majesty, your truth in our lives. May we bear witness to the 
presence of Jesus in our lives and in our communities.  Creator, deliver us that the 
earth be full of the knowledge of your ways.  Amen. 
 
 


