
Hello New Life Church, 

I don’t know if you’re missing me, but I’m sure missing all of you!  Some of you reading this right now 

will be struggling with fears and anxieties, maybe for your physical health or for your financial security.  

Some of you will be feeling lonely and down because you’ve been deprived of the presence of other 

people, and maybe it’s been a while since you’ve given or received a hug.  I wish I could reach through 

the screen and give you that hug, but they haven’t developed the technology for that yet.  What I can do 

is remind you that nothing about this situation has taken our God by surprise, and the promise of 

Romans 8:28 still stands: ‘In all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 

called according to His purpose.’  My prayer for you and for our church is not that things would return to 

‘normal’, but that when this difficult season is over we would not be the same as we were, instead that 

we would trust deeper in God, cling less tightly to what is ‘ours’, and value one another more. 

As a staff we are working hard to try to keep you connected and encouraged in Christ.  During this time I 

will be providing a weekly update like this, which will be emailed to you or found on our website and 

app. 

SUNDAY MORNING 

Like last Sunday, join us online this Sunday morning for worship and a message as we continue in our 

series through the Apostle’s Creed by exploring what it means to believe in the Holy Spirit.  At the end of 

the message we will take Communion together, so I encourage if possible to have some grape juice and 

bread ready.  If you don’t have that on hand I’m sure God would be okay if you used Pepsi and a potato 

chip!  Maybe take a picture of yourself doing church and post it to Facebook and Instagram with the 

hashtag #newlifestilltogether.     

EASTER WEEKEND 

Because it is likely that we won’t be able to gather yet on Easter weekend, we are planning right now to 

have these services online.  Plan to join us online at 10:00am on Good Friday, April 10, for worship and a 

message shared by Pastor Daren, and on Easter Sunday at the regular times where I will give a message 

of resurrection hope. 

CARE TEAM 

Everyone in our church will be getting another call within the week from a member of our Care Team.  If 

you have any prayer request or need for help, I encourage you to share it with them.   

CHURCH APP 

We’re glad we launched our new church app a couple months ago as it is a great way to stay connected, 

listen to the messages, and make giving easy.  As of today 127 people are already using it!  It is free and 

super easy to get.  Just search ‘church center’ at the app store on your cellphone, download it, and use it 

to select New Life Church Stonewall as your home church. 

PRAYER 

Pastor Daren is making a weekly prayer guide which will give you a daily passage to reflect on, and some 

prompts to guide your prayer.  You can find this week’s prayer guide on the app or the website, or at 

this link:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d0/d0f9bf8f-f7be-4906-9493-

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d0/d0f9bf8f-f7be-4906-9493-e6ceec124bf0/documents/Week_1_Prayer_Guide.pdf


e6ceec124bf0/documents/Week_1_Prayer_Guide.pdf.  You can find next week’s prayer guide at this 

link:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d0/d0f9bf8f-f7be-4906-9493-

e6ceec124bf0/documents/Week_2_Prayer_Guide.pdf. 

GIVING 

Thank you to those who took the step of using one of our various ways to give your offering.  Last week 

around $3400 was given.  We need on average $12,000 a week to meet our budget.  If God enables you 

to continue your regular giving, or even increase it in this season using a bit of your tax return, you can 

do that through the website, the app, or the interac machine in the church during office hours.  Also you 

can e-transfer or set up automatic withdrawals by following the instruction on our website 

www.newlifestonewall.com/give. 

I realize that some of you have, or will, lose work or income through this time.  The church has a 

Benevolent Fund which it uses to help people in our church who experience a financial emergency.  We 

want what was true of the first church to be true of us: “God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them 

all that there were no needy persons among them.” – Acts 4:34.  If you find yourself in a place where 

you need help please don’t hesitate to mention it to the Care Team or to call me.  If God lays it on your 

heart to give towards this fund you can do that through the website or app. 

May you find your peace and joy growing ever more rooted in Jesus Christ!  ‘See’ you Sunday! 

Pastor Rusty 
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