
 
 

This week’s prayer guide will lead us through the first chapter of the most influential sermon ever   
given: Jesus’ sermon on the mount. Contemplate each day’s reading and enjoy God’s presence by 

following the prayer prompts, knowing that your Christian family is doing the same.   

Theme: Distinctiveness. Explanation: Salt flavours the bland and preserves from rot, while light guides in darkness. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 

Prayer Prompts: 
1. Ask God’s Spirit to reveal how you might live both differently from the world, but attractively in it. 

2. Pray that God would give our church increased favour among the people of the Interlake community. 

Theme: Goodness. Explanation: To be blessed involves being i) truly good, ii) smiled upon by God, and iii) joyful. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12 
Prayer Prompts: 
1. Pray over verses 3-11, asking God to grow each of the listed qualities in your own daily life. 
2. Pray that we as a church would be good in all these ways, smiled upon by God, and indestructibly joyful. 

Theme: Righteousness. Explanation: To abolish something is to do away with it. To fulfill it is to complete it. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:17-20 
Prayer Prompts: 
1. Thank God for Jesus’ whole-hearted fulfillment of God’s law in his life and death. 
2. Ask God for His Spirit’s assistance in portraying His character through His law of love. 

Theme: Gentleness. Explanation: God desires not only gentle deeds from us, but gentle words and gentle thoughts. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:21-26 

Prayer Prompts: 
1. Ask God if there is anyone you have wronged or are angry with, and how to make that right. 

2. Pray that we would enjoy growing unity as a church body, that each of us would be truly for each other. 

Theme: Purity. Explanation: Rather than finding wholeness by satisfying all desires, we may be endangered by them. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:27-30 
Prayer Prompts: 
1. Confess your vices to God—whether of food or sex or money or gossip—and ask for practical steps to stop. 
2. Worship God for His perfect and pure holiness. 

Theme: Love. Explanation: The slap mentioned by Jesus was more of an insult than an attack of physical harm. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:38-48 
Prayer Prompts: 
1. Pray for someone who has persecuted, embarrassed, or hurt you in some way. 
2. Pray for an idea or opportunity to draw someone “outside the pale” into your circle. 

Theme: Faithfulness. Explanation: Jews debated what precisely constituted a binding oath and what did not. 
Scripture: Matthew 5:31-37 

Prayer Prompts: 
1. Thank God for his truthfulness and trustworthiness. Ask him to help you reflect His character in your life. 

2. Pray for God to strengthen the marriages of our church, naming one or two specific families. 


