
Oct 3 - 14, 2022 

Renovation of “House of Omeed” Centre, Port Moody, BC 

The concept of a resource centre in the 
greater Vancouver area originated with 
Ahmad Zeividavi, who was born in Iran and 
is blind from birth. He immigrated via Turkey 
in 2009. His wife is Dina and they have two 
children. He speaks Farsi and both speak 
Arabic, the native languages of 200,000 
muslims in the Vancouver region. Over time, 
they volunteered at government funded 
resource centres.  

One year during the Christmas season, they 
decided to organize a Christmas dinner, 
where they would give a Christmas gift, such as an umbrella, Christian CD’s and a bible to each 
person that came. Before the event, they were stopped and asked by management to come to 
their office. They were told that the centre was receiving government grants and as such were not 
allowed to share religious stuff. They checked with other resource centres in the Vancouver area 
and the same response was received from all of them.  

These constraints gave birth to a vision of a 
resource centre that would be funded by 
churches, without any government support. 
God revealed to him a centre supported by 12 
pillars (churches), each covering the 
operating costs for one month each year.  
Ahmad worked out a proposal, and in 2014 
received commitment from a church for 
startup costs. A building that had been used as 
a dental office was rented and renovated to be 
ready for use by Christmas of that year. The 
Centre was incorporated under the label 
House of Omeed, where Omeed is a 

transliteration of the Persian word Omid, which means Hope. The Centre has a Settlement and 
Integration program to assist immigrants and refugees. It also has a mini-warehouse stocked with 
culturally diverse foods provided in conjunction with the Greater Vancouver Food Bank, which 
does not accept any government funding. 



Early 2022, the Centre was given notice to vacate by the end of the year. An existing building 
was found in the Port Moody area and the necessary downpayment was raised through churches 
to purchase the property.  

A request was sent to churches, such as New Life in Stonewall, for 
assistance in renovating the building. Pastor Howard Moore  
contacted Rick Robinson, who formed a team including himself 
and four others: Randy Porcher, Gordon Wiebe, Cameron 
Kleinsasser and Al Heinrichs. Al Flew to Vancouver on Sep 30 to 
visit with his two oldest grandchildren over the weekend, while the 
other four drove the two-day trip by truck loaded with tools of the 
trade. Randy and Cameron were hosted at the home of Phil and 
Lorna Johnston, while the other three at the home of Randy and 
Margo Hoffmann. Both couples provided a welcoming 
experience…..a home away from home.  

The team had a devotional time at approx. 7:20AM each morning. It started with a reading from 
the epistle of Ephesians…… typically half a chapter at a time.  The initial thinking was to have 
everyone  comment on what they found meaningful. This format had mixed results, so on the 
following days each reading was followed by one of the five sharing their life experience. This 
gave each of us an insight into our respective pasts…. a critical factor in terms of working 
effectively as a team. Our time together ended with prayer, starting daily with “The Lord’s 
Prayer”.  

One of the jobs 
on site was 
assembling  
and installing  
kitchen 
cupboards. 



Another job was to install flooring 
throughout the second floor of the 
building. 

Some of the jobs required concerted effort, such as lifting the rear 
door into 
place.  

Another was  
installing the 
windows on 
the front of 
the building.  

Some jobs tended 
to be individual 
projects,  such as 
removing / 
replacing the 
existing front door 
of the building and 
installing the old 
door in an interior 
location.  



Materials kept arriving at the site, 
such as cupboard stock and V 
Shape Pavers.  

The front yard had been grubbed, but required further clean-
up. String-lines were used to establish the desired alignment 
of the sub grade, which was watered and compacted. Fine 
crushed gravel base was delivered, spread, compacted and 
trimmed to grade. The final step was laying the uniquely 
shaped pavers, resulting in a pleasing 3D effect. 



Supper was at a variety of homes, often ending with dessert and tea around the coffee table in the 
living room.  Typically the hosting couple would verbalize their faith journey…..in this case it 
was Dina. 

Nadereh and Farshad served their  
their favourite dishes. The meal and 
conversation ended with both sharing  
their experience of becoming 
followers of Jesus. 

Kiana is from Iran 
and Ray is from 
Taipei……. the 
feature this evening 
was Taiwanese 
dishes. Kiana works 
at the House of 
Omeed based on 
supporter donations. 



A special Thanksgiving meal, including ham and turkey, was provided on Mon Oct 10th.  

On Sunday morning, the team attended the service at 
Calvary Baptist Church. The message by Pastor David 
Heinrichs  focused on Jesus, the Son of God.  



During the second week of our stay, the team was given a tour of the House 
of Omeed at its existing premises. We met in the lounge for an intro to staff 
and volunteers; a description of  current activities; ending with a  brief 
devotional and a tour of their mini-warehouse. The prayer of the staff is that  
New Life would consider becoming a “pillar church” of support for this 
ministry? 

The team 
returned 
later in the 
week when 
food 
pickups 
were 
scheduled. 
Some that 
came were 

open to 
conversation and 
expressed 
appreciation for 
prayer offered on 
their behalf. 

All five team members agreed that the two weeks were a 
memorable and blessed occasion.


