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Sunday, April 10 

Read Mark 11:1-11. 

Hosanna! Save us! The cries from the people during the tri-

umphal entry feel almost out of place for us as modern 

readers. Knowing the whole story, we are aware that this 

city that cried “Save us!” would, in just a few days, be 

shouting “Crucify Him!”  

Hidden in the praises of the people of Jerusalem is actually a 

subtle form of idolatry. As Jesus rode in to the city, the peo-

ple expected the triumphant Messiah who would save them 

from the Romans, but instead Jesus was coming as the 

suffering servant who would offer them salvation from their 

sins. That was the issue with the people’s praises here, they 

weren’t directed at Jesus as He truly was, but rather Jesus as 

the people wanted Him to be.  

What we learn as we see the shift in Jerusalem from cries 

for salvation to cries for crucifixion is that Jesus demands 

worship on His terms. He will not change in order to be 

what humans want Him to be, nor is He interested in sacri-

ficing His mission for the sake of human lip service. True 

worship is only possible when Christians are committed to 

worshipping Jesus for who He has been revealed to be in 

the Scriptures. Any worship that is not shaped by the Word 

will quickly become idolatry as we try to remake God in an 

image we like, or worse yet remake God in our own image. 

1. Jesus’ death is proof that God approved of His sacrifice. Do 

you live as though all your sins are forgiven and you cannot 

earn God’s favour apart from faith in Jesus? 

 

 

2. Jesus’ death is proof that we will one day rise to be with 

Him. Do you live your life as if there is eternity to look forward 

to? Are you storing up treasure in heaven rather than on 

earth? 

 

 

3. Jesus’ death is proof that He has power over death and sin. 

Do you live in the confidence that you are “immortal ‘til your 

work is done?” Do you live with the confidence that you can 

serve God without regard for the consequences because He 

will one day raise you from the dead? 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: For today, I encourage you to simply praise 

God in prayer for His wonderful promises and assurances for 

His children. If you need a place to start, read Psalm 8 and 

pray those truths back to God as your own praises. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Easter Sunday, April 17 

Read Mark 16:1-8. 

He has risen! The single most important declaration in the 

history of the world. As Christians, we tend to focus almost 

solely on Jesus’ death, but in many ways the resurrection 

was a more important event. If Jesus had died on the cross 

and never rose, it would’ve proven Him a liar. All He had said 

would be without merit and we would be without hope.  

In fact, Jesus’ resurrection is the proof of all that He prom-

ised. It is the proof that God approved of His sacrifice, it is 

the proof that we will rise to be with Him, it is proof that Je-

sus has power over death and sin. The resurrection is so vi-

tal to the Christian message that it led Paul to say, “And if 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is 

your faith...if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 

you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17). If not for 

the resurrection, we are all fools and should abandon Chris-

tianity entirely. 

On Easter Sunday we celebrate the event that guaranteed to 

us all the promises of God. Without Easter, Christmas 

wouldn’t matter, without Easter, Good Friday wouldn’t 

matter, this is the day on which depends all of our faith! Cel-

ebrate today and rest in all the promises of God for His chil-

dren. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

Amen, come Lord Jesus. 

1. Is your love for Jesus shaped by what the Bible says about 

Him, or just by things you assume would be true about Him? 

 

 

 

2. What are some ways in which you can set aside time to get 

to know Jesus better, whether as an individual or a family? 

 

 

 

3. Are you prepared to follow Jesus even when His way 

doesn’t make sense to you? If not, how can you work towards 

trusting Him more? 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: That the Spirit of God would open your eyes 

to see more of Jesus’ beauty as you read the Bible. That God 

would create in your family a greater to desire to know Jesus 

as He is. That the Lord would reveal to His Church the ways in 

which they have remade God in their own image. That many 

more around the world would be drawn to Jesus. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Monday, April 11 

Read Mark 11:12-12:12. 

The Parable of the Tenants in Mark 12 tells the story of Isra-

el in short form. God had prepared a land for them, brought 

them out of slavery by His mighty hand, and given them mil-

itary victories in order to claim the land for themselves. In 

exchange for what was given, He, as the vineyard owner, ex-

pected faithfulness from His tenants. Instead, however, they 

rejected Him, and killed any servants of the master who 

came to call them back to faithfulness (the prophets).  

In a thinly-veiled reference to Himself, Jesus then says that 

the next step is the sending of the Son. Just like the servants 

before, these tenants will kill the Son, not realizing that His 

death will be the one that brings about the end of their ten-

ancy.  

As sad as the outcome is, it is this parable that helps us un-

derstand how salvation is offered to us as Gentiles (non-

Jews). Initially, Israel was promised a great inheritance from 

God but because of their unfaithfulness He has offered it to 

many others as well. With that in mind, however, we must 

take seriously Paul’s warning in Romans 11: “For if God did 

not spare the natural branches [unfaithful Israel], he will not 

spare you either [if you become unfaithful].” As Christians, 

we must always seek to remain faithful to the Master who 

has offered us such a great inheritance. 

1. How are you at waiting during times of trial? What are 

some ways that you can grow in your patience to trust God as 

He works in His timing rather than yours? 

 

 

2. Do you know God’s word well enough to draw on it’s prom-

ises when you need them? If not, how can you practically 

commit to learning it? 

 

 

3. Do you have a solid confidence that God will do what He 

has said He will do? Why or why not? 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: Bring your sorrows before the Lord today. 

Don’t, however, pray for resolution. Pray for a renewed pa-

tience, a greater knowledge of His promises, and a greater 

confidence in His strength to bring you precisely where He in-

tends to. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Saturday, April 16 

Read Psalm 130. If it is helpful for you, you can reread the 

psalm and replace the word “Israel” with “people of God”.  

None of the Gospels give us any insight into what it was like 

for Jesus’ followers on Saturday. I’d be willing to bet there 

was sorrow and confusion, but I’d also be willing to bet 

there was some faith, some confidence that this wasn’t the 

end for them. 

In Psalm 130 we are given words for the times when it feels 

like God has lost control, a feeling that the disciples may 

have had that day. We see in this psalm some clear pointers 

for how to deal with these times. 

Firstly, wait. God is not beholden to any human’s timeline, 

but rather He works all things in His timing for the good of 

those who love Him. The ways He is working may not make 

sense, but Psalm 130 implores us to wait and see. 

Secondly, put your hope in His word. God’s promises will 

never fail. Memorize Scripture passages that contain the 

promises of God so that in your waiting you can be remind-

ed of what He has promised.  

Finally, be confident. Read verse 8. He will redeem. It’s not 

an “if”. He will keep His promises always, without fail. We 

serve a great and faithful God. 

1. Is your Christian walk characterized by intentional faithful-

ness to God or do you just coast Sunday to Sunday? 

 

 

 

2. Are you open to other Christians pointing out ways in which 

you could be more faithful? Do you invite others to help you 

see your blind spots? 

 

 

 

3. Is the way you pray shaped by a gratefulness to God for His 

grace in bringing you salvation, or a desire to use His blessings 

to advance yourself? 

 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: Spend some time thanking God for His great 

salvation. Pray for family and friends who are Christians, that 

they would remain faithful. Pray for boldness to call back to 

faithfulness those who have strayed. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Tuesday, April 12 

Read Mark 12:13-43. 

Anybody who has spent time in the book of Leviticus knows 

that the law the Jews were required to follow was vast, spe-

cific, and difficult. How amazing it is, then, to see Jesus distill 

all of it done into just two commandments which He calls 

the greatest: love the Lord your God with all that you are, 

and love your neighbour as yourself.  

Even though none of the Old Testament law applies to Chris-

tians (see Hebrews 7:11-22), I am confident that these two 

commandments still serve as a great summary of what God 

desires of His people. What difficult (impossible!) com-

mands. It is in reading these passages that are gratefulness 

to our saviour should grow! 

Jesus was able to perfectly love God. Jesus was able to per-

fectly love His neighbour. Throughout the gospels we see 

these truths again and again. His obedience creates space 

for our failings. For those who have put their faith in Christ, 

God counts Jesus’ obedience as our own. Because of Jesus, 

when we read impossible commandments we can rejoice 

and worship rather than despair. 

Obedience, then, stems not from a slavish commitment to 

make ourselves right before God, but rather a grateful act of 

worship to the one who has already made us right, through 

faith in the blood of His cross. 

1. Reflect on your own life. If you had to point God to your 

own obedience to earn your salvation, do you think you’d 

have a chance at heaven? 

 

 

 

2. Reflect on your own sin. Bring it to God in confession and 

repentance. Thank Him that Jesus paid for it all. 

 

 

 

3. Do you still live dragged down by guilt for sin that God has 

forgiven? Bring that to Him, and ask that He would help you 

understand His forgiveness in a fuller way. 

 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: Reread Mark 15:1-47, as you do, pause to 

pray and thank God for each act of suffering He put His Son 

through in order to free you from the curse of sin. 

Use these questions to heighten your gratitude for the cross of 

Christ: 



Good Friday, April 15 

Read Mark 15:1-47. 

The cross is the place where the wrath of God and the love 

of God meet perfectly. Theologians call Jesus death the act 

of penal substitutionary atonement, a phrase I think is help-

ful as we reflect on His death. 

Penal: Christ’s death was one that paid a penalty. More spe-

cifically, our penalty, the penalty of all human sin: death, 

and the wrath of God being poured out on the one who 

died. That’s what Jesus faced on the cross, He was paying a 

penalty that He did not incur Himself. 

Substitutionary: Christ’s death was in the place of others, in 

the place of all who would put their faith in Him. He died so 

that His people would not have to. His death functioned like 

one who runs into the courtroom after the death sentence 

has been issued and yells “I will pay it for this person!” What 

an incredible act of love and mercy. 

Atonement: more simply, this word means covering. In His 

death Jesus took our sin, He covered it, He removed it, and 

He replaced it with His perfect righteousness. He was not 

just setting an example for His people to follow, He was do-

ing the covering work that would be required for them to 

stand justified before a holy God. 

Let today be a day of gratitude for Jesus’ love as displayed 

on the cross. 

1. In what ways do you fail to love God with all that you are? 

Be specific and honest. 

 

 

 

2. In what ways to you fail to love your neighbour as yourself? 

Be specific and honest. 

 

 

 

3. In spite of these failures, how can you learn to rest in Jesus’ 

completed work instead of becoming guilt-ridden with each 

sin? 

 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: Praise God for the finished work of Jesus and 

His willingness to credit that to you. Pray for those who do not 

yet know Jesus, that they would find perfect rest from their 

strivings in Him. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Wednesday, April 13 

Read Mark 13:1-14:11 

When it comes to passages like Mark 13:1-37, we tend to 

have one of two responses. We either essentially ignore 

them, and go on living our lives as if the world will continue 

on its current course forever, or we become overly interest-

ed in prophecies and trying to predict which day, year, or 

generation Jesus will return. Both of these approaches miss 

what Jesus is trying to say. 

To those who generally ignore these passages I say this: Je-

sus is returning one day. This should create in us an urgency. 

When He returns, and it could be any time, He is returning 

as judge. We have a limited amount of time to proclaim the 

gospel to those we love. Jesus tells us to watch and live alert 

to the fact that He is coming again. 

To those who become overly interested in this I say this: 

every generation in Christian history has had people con-

vinced that they were the generation. To this point every 

one has been wrong. I’m not saying it won’t be this genera-

tion, but don’t let your approach to Scripture be tainted by 

believing you can be sure of the timeline. Let God be God 

and believe that what He has called secret is, in fact, secret. 

To both groups I say this: passages like this should create in 

us a trust in God’s ways being above our thinking, and an 

urgency to proclaim the gospel to a dying world. 

1. Is your confidence in your salvation rooted in your own 

faithfulness or in God’s faithfulness? If you answered yourself, 

how can begin to shift your trust to God? 

 

 

 

2. What are some obvious moments that you have seen God’s 

grace in your life? 

 

 

 

3. As you try to serve God, do you strive by your own efforts, 

or do you trust the Spirit of God to strengthen you for the 

work God has called you to? 

 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: Spend some time praising God for His grace. 

Pray for a fuller understanding of God’s faithfulness and for 

strength to serve in the ways He calls you to. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 



Thursday, April 14 

Read Mark 14:12-72. 

The story of Peter’s denial offers us lessons in human confi-

dence, the grace of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In Mark 14, we see the accounts of Jesus’ prophesying Pe-

ter’s denial and then the denial itself. We can glean three 

lessons from this story: 

Firstly, Peter was absolutely confident that he would never 

disown Jesus. Yet, in the moment of trial, all his human con-

fidence dissolved. He fled. He disowned his Master. As hu-

man beings, we must reject the idea of putting any trust in 

ourselves to remain faithful to God. 

Secondly, Jesus’ grace to His denying disciple is amazing. For 

these last two lessons we have to jump ahead of where we 

are in the text, but even though Peter completely turned his 

back on Jesus, Jesus did not turn His back on him. We can 

never separate ourselves from God’s grace and forgiveness. 

As we long as we repent and trust, He is faithful and just to 

forgive. 

Finally, in Acts 2 we see how the Holy Spirit changes and en-

ables us to serve Jesus. Not long after his denial and aban-

donment for fear of persecution, Peter boldly preached in 

public on the Day of Pentecost. This was not by his own 

strength, but rather by the work of God to strengthen him. 

We must rely on the Spirit to bear fruit, we cannot do it on 

our own. 

1. Does the truth that Jesus could return at any time create an 

urgency in you to share the gospel? If not, why? 

 

 

 

2. Are you willing to trust God even when He chooses to keep 

things secret?  

 

 

 

3. If Jesus returned today, would He find you living as though 

you were ready, or being lazy in hopes it wouldn’t be today? 

 

 

 

Ideas for prayer: For your lost friends and family members. For 

boldness to share the gospel with them. For an unshakeable 

trust in God’s providential guidance of all human history. 

Take some time to thoughtfully consider the following ques-

tions: 


