
April 1, 2022


Church,


As we said in our member’s meeting last month, the elders will recommend Daniel 
Hernandez to be installed as a deacon and Sean Hushbeck to be installed as an elder 
at our June meeting.


Another deacon nominee you put forward was Mick Davis. As the elders and deacons 
prayed and talked about his matter with one another and with Mick, it became clear to 
Mick, and we believe it to be the Lord’s leading as well, that Mick begin our elder 
apprenticeship.


Because our apprenticeship grants those involved access to elders meetings where we 
discuss the wellbeing our your souls, we always bring those who have applied and met 
our approval before you for your recognition. So in addition to bringing Daniel and 
Sean before you at our June meeting, we will present the following recommendation:


The elders recommend Mick Davis be approved by the body to begin an elder apprenticeship. 

If you have any questions or concerns please speak with an elder prior to our June 
meeting. Attached you will find Mick’s apprentice questionnaire to aid you as you 
prayerfully seek the Lord in this matter.


On behalf of the elders,


Josh

MERIDIAN CHURCH



 
Apprentice Questionnaire 

Mick Davis 

Preface: 

While I do not want to take any of these individual questions lightly, I also do not want to simply 
regurgitate someone else's words from some commentary. I also think this is not necessarily the 
time to quote one thousand Scriptures as if I have them all committed to memory. I do not. I want 
to shoot from the hip and be myself. 

I have read through these questions and thought them over more than once and it is now my 
intention to sit down three separate times (once for each of the three sections) and answer them 
quickly in my own words. I do not wish to write a book for each answer, but I also don’t want to be 
too short to have given a complete response. Simply put, I know the church that will be reading 
over these answers well enough to know that you already believe I am saved and that I have 
some sort of a calling on my life. If you did not believe that I know you would not have welcomed 
Michelle and I as believers in covenant alongside you at Meridian Church as members and your 
Elders certainly would not allow me to stand in the pulpit and preach God’s Word.  

Creed: 
1. What is your position on the inerrancy, inspiration, and sufficiency of Scripture?

I am rooted firmly in the teaching from Scripture itself that the Word is God-breathed as 
the Holy Spirit moved men and their pens. I believe firmly that everything man needs to 
be saved and sanctified is found in Scripture and only in Scripture.

2. What is the gospel?

The gospel is the good news that a Holy God, Who was angry with me with an overwhelming and 
white-hot anger, has both made a plan of salvation available for me and then carried out that 
same plan in my stead doing the work of salvation for me.

3. What is justification?

Justification is being declared innocent at the drop of a judge’s gavel in a court of law. 
Justification is an act of God. He alone has the authority to justify, and He only justifies those who 
are found to be in Christ Jesus.

4. What is sanctification?

Sanctification is the process of purification I go through in life after having been born again. God 
purifies me by the heat of the refiner’s fire, removing anything in my life or heart that grieves His 
Spirit. It is painful for me now but is worth the pain because His work of sanctification makes me 
more and more like Jesus as time passes. 

5. What does the Bible mean in speaking of predestination and election?

Scripture teaches that God the Father chose for Himself a particular people from out of mankind 
before He created the Earth and space. He elected that group to be His chosen and adopted 
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children, the called-out ones, out of His own good will and for His own purposes apart from 
anything any one individual or group has done for themselves. He graciously regenerates, saves, 
and sanctifies. (Rom 8:28-30; Eph 1:4-11, Eph 2:8-10; 1 Pet 1:18-19) 

6. What does the Bible teach about the perseverance and preservation of believers?

Since salvation is of grace and therefore the work of God alone, it is eternal. He never 
fails. Since we believe that, we must by default believe that God holds onto us by His 
power, and we have security in Christ forever. (John 5:24, John 6:37-40, John 10:27-30; 
Rom 5:9-10) “That damnable doctrine of once saved always saved” is what I heard it 
called in a sermon I listened to by a man that grew up in a Nazarene church. What it is 
not is easy believism. It is not an idea that after I’ve been saved, I can live like the devil, 
and He is going to keep me because I walked an aisle or repeated the words of some 
camp counselor when I was 13. I am trying not to make this a two-hour read but also do 
not want to pass any question by as being light. If a person believes like we all say we 
believe (calvinistic theology) then how could we dare not be passionate about this 
doctrine of eternal salvation? After all, we preach, I preach, that God Himself does the 
work of salvation and that I simply reap the benefits of what He decided to do before the 
world existed. To say then that I can sin away my own salvation is to say I am more 
powerful than God. He accomplished my salvation! He does not fail!

John 6:37—40: “37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he 
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.” 

7. Do you believe that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin? What is the significance of your 
belief?

I do believe in the virgin birth of Christ. I take Scripture at face value and do not believe anything 
outside what is plainly written. The significance of that virgin birth understanding of Scripture is I 
believe an essential for true salvation.

Scripture was fulfilled at the virgin birth. Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a  son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

Without the virgin birth He could not actually be considered God incarnate as He would have 
inherited the sin curse of Adam. He is, however; God incarnate. 

John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” 

John 1:14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

8.  What is your interpretation of the biblical teaching on Hell?

It is an actual place with an actual location, and it takes up space. God judges those not found to 
be in Christ Jesus to eternal damnation in hell literally. When a man goes to hell, he continues to 
be the same individual God created in the womb here on Earth. 
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9.  What is your view concerning baptism?

I believe baptism to be one of two ordinances given to the Church. The Church is  given the 
authority to baptize. It is an act of obedience for a born-again believer and is to be seen as an 
outward picture of what the new believer professes to have happened inwardly. A portrait of my 
death and resurrection with Christ. It is  not salvific. Baptism should only be administered by the 
Church to someone who the Church believes bears the fruits of having already been born again. 

10.  What are your beliefs concerning spiritual gifts?

I believe every born-again Christian is given at least one spiritual gift at the moment of their 
conversion. I personally lean towards a plurality of gifts for every believer that is more than likely 
to be given, one being more dominant than the  other/others. It seems to me that every believer 
will at least taste a little bit of every gift over a period of time as the Holy Spirit moves each 
believer to be compassionate, serve, confront sin, ect. I do not believe in the continuation of the  
spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians that are known as the “sign gifts”. 

11.  How would you describe a successful church? What is the mission of the church?

A successful Church is one whose individual members are growing in spiritual maturity. The 
mission of the Church is to preach the Word of God, to baptize in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and to make disciples. 

Character: 
12. There are many who profess to know Christ who are mistaken. What evidences do you have 

that you have been given new life by God?

I think back on my life in chunks of time, dispensations if you will for Josh’s sake, and I see that 
really every part of me is different. The very first thing Michelle and I noticed  was the 
disappearance of our friends. Back in the days before we became Christ followers, we had some 
close friends that we spent quite a bit of time around. We had some epic horseshoe tournaments 
at our home. We played co-ed softball together. Of course, most of these activities were 
seasoned with partying. We really had some long-lasting friendships that we thought would last 
forever. After Michelle and I were saved, a little at a time they stopped coming around us. No one 
in that group wants to hang around someone talking about Jesus all the time. Our friends now are 
the people from our small group. As it turned out we became the people that those old friends 
would contact when tragedy struck their home or family. They have needed us to minister to them 
from time to time across the different “dispensations” of our life but as soon as the tragedy is over, 
they drift away again. That’s ok. We have come to realize that we represent the Lord to that 
group. We are sure not perfect, and I don’t mean to make it sound as if Michelle and I have our 
act together because we don’t. I will say this though, looking back I can honestly say that I 
understand better Who the Lord is and how He behaves today than I did five years ago or ten 
years ago or twenty years ago. I know from Scripture that knowing Him better is His work in our 
lives. Michelle and I are very different than we used to be and yet at the same time we are very 
much the same. 

13. Closely examine each of the Bible’s qualifications for pastors and deacons (1 Tim. 3; Titus 
1:5-9; Acts 6:1-6; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). Which are you strongest qualities? With which requirements 
do you have the most trouble? Why do you believe these areas of difficulty do not presently 
disqualify you from ministering? (Note the phrase “must be” in 1 Tim. 3:2.)
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My strongest qualities are:

Not double tongued. I do not want to come across braggadocios or narcissistic, recognizing as I 
type those words that a warning like that almost always is followed by some bragging and 
narcissistic language, but I seriously do what I say and say what I do. I cannot take credit for that 
quality. The Lord used my wife Michelle mostly to embed a conviction for follow through. It is my 
conviction to go through with what I say even if I realize later, I shouldn’t have said it. That 
conviction has acted as a restraint for speaking until I am sure I seriously want to go through with 
it in the past. 

Not given to much wine. I am not much of a drinker. I never enjoyed it even as a lost man. I 
wasn’t very good at it and so it doesn’t have a hold on me at all really. 

Not greedy. I really am at a better place now concerning this issue than I ever have been. The 
Lord has shown Michelle and I both through the building and starting of The Outlaw Garage that 
He will sustain us on very little income. He has done that and proven His ability and willingness to 
provide for us over time. More important than that is my son and daughter-in-law. I have become 
so burdened for their salvation that nothing else in the world really matters to me. I would trade 
ALL my worldly possessions to see them come to Christ if the Lord worked that way. Those are 
no longer just words to me; I know them truly in my heart. It has begun to give me a better 
understanding of the Lord and how He must feel towards those who are His enemies. He created 
them and so it grieves Him to sentence one of His creations to eternal damnation and yet He is 
holy and the creator and owner of justice and so it brings glory to Him to do so. I do not 
understand that truth still, but I want to understand it and He is chasing it around in my heart 
causing me to meditate on it and search for a deeper understanding in recent months. 

My weakest quality is:

Dignified. I lose my cool. Maybe dignity and self-control are farther apart than what I am thinking 
because I see there is a sense in which the Lord has caused me to be dignified amongst the 
people. The very fact that I am filling out an elder apprentice nominee questionnaire right now is 
proof that He has given His people eyes of grace where I am concerned. That alone, however, 
does not separate dignity and self-control far enough apart for me to not be convicted in my spirit 
on the issue. As I prepared over for the message, I preached a few weeks ago I was stricken with 
humility and just literally overwhelmed emotionally more than once as I went over Acts 6 when the 
congregation chose the seven. In my message to the church, I stood in God’s pulpit and 
proclaimed the encouragement of knowing that when the call went out to the church to choose 
from among themselves men who were full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom that those men were 
there! As I prepared to say such a thing, I couldn’t help but realize that when the call went out 
among the saints at Meridian Church, they said I was full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. I say this 
because I trust the body of Christ. I must believe that I was chosen because He moved them, and 
yet I feel very inadequate in this way. Then, as I went through the interviews for the diaconate, the 
Elder and Deacon body spoke to me about being an Elder instead. I do trust the Lord. I don’t 
believe this disqualifies me because He moved on the hearts of His people, specifically the Elders 
and Deacons, to confront me in my calling but I also know that I must guard this area of my life 
with all diligence. 

14. What are your specific and regular practices regarding the spiritual disciplines (e.g., 
personal prayer, Bible study, meditation, stewardship, learning, etc.)?

Each morning I read through the daily “read through the Bible in a year” segment of Scripture 
from my NASB 1995 Bible. I then read whatever chapter of Proverbs coincides with the day of the 
month from my LSB Bible. I have read the chapter of Proverbs that lines up with the day of the 
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month most days for years. I almost always have four or five chapters or maybe a whole book of 
the Bible I am reading and rereading repeatedly for a month. I pray pretty much all day every day, 
but I will say I have been convicted recently for not having a quiet, alone, speaking out loud to the 
Lord time that is scheduled and consistent. Lately I have been constantly thinking of preparing 
physically for a tougher time than we are used to in this country, but I have not thought as much 
about spiritual preparedness. There is an external aspect to being filled with the Spirit that is 
unavoidable and obtainable without systematic reading of the Word of God and praying. I am not 
much of a reader. I do read some books here and there but what I do is I listen to a lot of 
sermons. I have a chance to hear a lot of preaching because of the position the Lord has me in at 
work. As for meditation, the Lord will stir in my heart something from Scripture, and it just begins 
to bug me. I don’t always have something like that going on, but it is as if He knows when I need 
a rest from it. It tires me physically sometimes. Often in my life He will cause me to begin to 
meditate on some text or phrase and it will be so strong a feeling that I begin to sense someone 
is fixing to ask me to preach. That has been the case several times in the past. Stewardship 
came as a gift from a merciful God. What I mean by that is that He taught Michelle and I about 
giving and tithing when we were brand spanking new believers. It was easy then because we 
were at that point where we just wanted to learn the next thing and grow whatever it was. We 
were excited to do ANYTHING someone told us from Scripture was what the Lord wanted His 
children to do. I have often wondered through the years if the Lord had waited to have us 
discipled on tithing and giving later in life if it would have been harder to yield. 

15. How do you disciple your family?

My kids have grown up and moved out, so it is just Michelle and I. We talk about spiritual things 
every single day. I truthfully feel like we disciple one another more than me discipling her. When 
our children were at home, I failed mostly in this department I’m afraid. We had our moments as a 
family I suppose but we were very legalistic as young followers of Christ. I wish now I had taught 
my children one on one in the home. Instead, they grew up mostly as a part of a youth group that 
we were taking here or there. 

16.  Are there any sins you have or are currently practicing that you feel would exclude you from 
serving the church in this capacity?

This is a loaded question. No, I don’t believe I am disqualified to be put in place as an elder 
apprentice, but I sure do feel embarrassed to say that I feel like I am filled with the Spirit and 
wisdom. The truth is I feel like I am hanging by the seat of my britches ninety-eight percent of the 
time. The other two percent I am indifferent. 

Calling: 
17. Do you believe God is calling you to be an elder? Why?

I do believe the Lord is calling me into the office of Elder. I felt a calling on my life to preach and 
pastor very soon after I was born again in summertime 1997. I assumed for several years that I 
would be pastoring a Church at any moment but that never came to fruition. I followed the 
counsel of my then Pastor Bro. John Sherrill and did not try to manipulate anything in my own 
power but rather wait on the Lord believing He would call me somewhere. For several years, I 
believed I had sinned away my chance to serve in that way. Now He has rekindled a fire inside of 
me. I find myself burdened for people like I haven’t been before. I find myself praying for people 
by name recently that I hadn’t before. I also have made some movement towards freeing up my 
time by putting my building for sale. I find that I have a new passion for getting something moving 
and acting toward this calling. I believe this is the Spirit of the Lord working in me. 
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18. Why do you want to serve in this capacity?

I want to be where the Lord wants me. That is the place where contentment and satisfaction is 
found. Wherever He wants you, that is the place you must be to love Him and enjoy Him. 

19. How does your wife feel about your commitment?

I married Michelle Leann Kellogg August 15th, 1992. I know her better than any other human on 
the face of this Earth. I know her well enough to not try to speak for her or choose an outfit that 
matches for her. I have asked her to answer #19 in her own words. I told her I would give her ten 
dollars if she says she thinks I am handsome in her answer so let me know. 

A. “I will support Mick in any role the Lord calls him to and I am grateful to serve the 
Church as the Lord leads.” ~ Michelle Davis 

B. There is no “B”,but in the rules of making an outline if you have an “A” you must have 
at least a “B”. 

Postscript, no ten-dollar bonus for her! 

Competency: 
20. In what ways do you think God has gifted you to serve as an elder?

I do think the Lord has gifted me with the spiritual gift of preaching, teaching, and administration. 

21. In what ways have you served churches in the past? In what ways are you serving now?

I have served as a youth pastor at Gatlin Baptist Church. That must have been something like 
1999-2003ish. I served as a deacon at Eastside Baptist in Marlow from 2014 until we left and 
came to Meridian Church in 2018. At Eastside they do not have a Biblical deacon body. I served 
in more of an elder’s role with six other men, five of which probably do not even know the Lord. 
As for my gifts for serving here, I preach and teach the Bible some when called upon. It is literally 
nothing, but we do host a small group at the OG. Hushbeck leads the study, and we provide the 
space. During the big covid scare it seemed easy for everyone to come there so we could spread 
out and I think we all just liked it. The kids can run wild out there, and no one has to clean. We 
have a slave boy named Alex that cleans up after us on Thursday morning. My dominant spiritual 
gifts are preaching, teaching, and administration. 
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