
Elder Confession of Faith 
(Based on the Belgic Confession)


Preamble 

This is Meridian Church’s elder confession of faith. This isn’t a confession that the elders hold 
independently and over the church, but one that the church holds its elders accountable to. As the 
church is in submission to her Lord and His Word, so too this confession. Our congregational 
affirmation of faith is minimalistic because we believe the saints are to grow up in the church, not 
into the church. While it is sufficient for members in this way, it is inadequate concerning what is 
expected of elders. The elder confession of faith is a fuller statement of the doctrine to be taught by 
the church.


The confession is based on the Belgic Confession of Faith written in 1561. We chose this confession 
for a few reasons. First, its devotional warmth. Second, its historical rootedness; it is one of the 
earliest reformed confessions. Third, it isn’t as detailed as later confessions, allowing room for 
disagreement on issues that we don’t believe are so vital or essential.


The references included serve as a starting place for study. Passages are to be studied in their fuller 
contexts. The hope is that doing so will lead to consulting other passages and seeking the whole 
testimony of Scripture concerning these truths. We have tried to fully quote most of the references 
for convenience, but in a few instances the passages proved too long.
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1. There is Only One God 

We all believe with the heart and confess with the mouth that there is only one God,1 who is a simple 
and spiritual Being;2 He is eternal,3 incomprehensible,4 invisible,5 immutable,6 infinite,7 almighty,8 
perfectly wise,9 just,10 good,11 and the overflowing fountain of all good.12


1. Ephesians 4:6 …one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.

Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one.

1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus…


2. John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.


3. Isaiah 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not 
heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow 
weary; his understanding is unsearchable.

Deuteronomy 33:27 The eternal God is your 
dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms. And he thrust out the enemy before you and 
said, ‘Destroy.


4. Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!


5. Romans 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse.


6. Malachi 3:6 For I the LORD do not change; therefore 
you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.


7. Isaiah 44:6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first 
and I am the last; besides me there is no god.”


8. Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 
says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.”


9. Romans 16:27 …to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.


10. Deuteronomy 32:4 The Rock, his work is perfect, 
for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and 
without iniquity, just and upright is he.


11. Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 
generations.


12. James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.

1 Chronicles 29:11–12 Yours, O LORD, is the 
greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens 
and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O 
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honor come from you, and you rule over 
all. In your hand are power and might, and in your 
hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.


2. How God Makes Himself Known to Us


We know God by two means: First, by the creation, preservation, and government of the universe; 
which is before our eyes as a most beautiful book, wherein all creatures, great and small, are as so 
many letters leading us to perceive clearly the invisible things of God, namely, His eternal power and 
deity. All these things are sufficient to convict men and leave them without excuse.1 Second, He 
makes Himself more clearly and fully known to us by His holy and divine Word as far as is necessary 
for us in this life, to His glory and our salvation.2


1. Psalm 19:2 Day to day pours out speech, and night 
to night reveals knowledge.

Romans 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse.


2. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness… 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3. The Word of God 

We believe that the Word of God did not come by the impulse of man, but that men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God. Thereafter, in His special care for us and our salvation, God commanded 
His servants, the prophets and apostles, to commit His revealed Word to writing and He Himself 
wrote with His own finger the two tables of the law. Therefore we call such writings holy and divine 
Scriptures.1


1. 2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.


4. The Authority of Holy Scripture 

We receive the Bible as holy, inspired, inerrant and infallible, and canonical, for the regulation, 
foundation, and confirmation of our faith.1 We believe without any doubt all things contained in them, 
not so much because the church receives and approves them as such, but especially because the 
Holy Spirit witnesses in our hearts that they are from God, and also because they contain the 
evidence thereof in themselves.2


1. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness…

2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by 
the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.


2. John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me.

1 Corinthians 1:12–14 Now we have received not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might understand the things freely given us 
by God. And we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The natural 
person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned. 

5. The Sufficiency of Holy Scripture 

We believe the Holy Scripture contains the will of God and what man must believe in order to be 
saved is sufficiently taught therein.1 The whole manner of worship which God requires of us is 
written in it at length.2


We may not consider any writings of men of equal value with the divine Scriptures; nor ought we to 
consider custom, or the great multitude, or antiquity, or succession of times and persons, or 
councils, decrees or statutes, as of equal value with the truth of God. We therefore reject with all our 
heart whatever does not agree with this infallible rule3.


1. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

James 1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures.


2. Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.


2 Timothy 3:16–17 All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.


3. Mark 7:7, 13 …in vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men. …thus 
making void the word of God by your tradition that 
you have handed down. And many such things you 
do. 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6. God is One in Essence, yet Distinguished in Three Persons 

We believe in one God, who is one single essence,1 in which are three persons, really, truly, and 
eternally distinct according to their inter-trinitarian incommunicable properties; namely, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.2 The Father is the cause, origin, and beginning of all creation, visible 
and invisible.3 The Son is the Word, and the image of the Father.4 The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
eternal power and might who proceeds from the Father and the Son.5 Nevertheless, God is not by 
this distinction divided into three, since the Holy Scriptures teach us that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit each has His personal existence, distinguished by Their properties; but in such a way that 
these three persons are but one God.


It is therefore evident that the Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Father, and likewise the Holy 
Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son. Nevertheless, these persons thus distinguished are not 
divided, nor intermixed; for the Father has not assumed our flesh and blood, neither has the Holy 
Spirit, but the Son only. The Father has never been without His Son, or without His Holy Spirit. For 
these three, in one and the same essence, are equal in eternity. There is neither first nor last; for 
They are all three one, in truth, in power, in goodness, and in mercy.6


Although this doctrine far surpasses all human understanding, nevertheless in this life we believe it 
on the ground of the Word of God, and we expect to enjoy greater knowledge and fruit hereafter in 
heaven.


We must observe the distinct offices and works of these three Persons towards us. The Father is 
called our Creator by His power;7 the Son is our Savior and Redeemer by His blood;8 the Holy Spirit 
is our Sanctifier by His indwelling.9 In this doctrine, therefore, we receive the Apostles’ Creed the 
Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed; likewise that which in accordance with them is agreed 
upon by the early fathers.


1. Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one.”


2. Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”


3. 1 Corinthians 8:6 …yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 
and through whom we exist.


4. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.

Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 
by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…


5. John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 
from the Father, he will bear witness about me.”


6. John 1:1–2, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. …And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.


Matthew 3:16–17 And when Jesus was baptized, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.”

John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 
from the Father, he will bear witness about me.


7. 1 Corinthians 8:6 …yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 
and through whom we exist.


8. 1 Peter 1:2 …according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to 
Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace 
and peace be multiplied to you.


9. Titus 2:14 …who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.


10. 1 Peter 1:2 [see above] 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7. Jesus Christ is True and Eternal God 

We believe that Jesus Christ according to His divine nature is the only-begotten Son of God,1 

begotten from eternity, of the same essence with the Father, equally-eternal, who reflects the glory of 
the Father and bears the very stamp of the Father, and is equal to the Father in all things.2 He is the 
Son of God, not only from the time that He assumed our nature but from all eternity.3


1. John 1:14, 18 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
…No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.


2. John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.”


       Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high,


3. John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

8. The Holy Spirit is True and Eternal God 

We believe that the Holy Spirit from eternity proceeds from the Father and the Son. He is neither 
made, created, nor begotten, but He can only be said to proceed from both. He is of one and the 
same essence, majesty, and glory with the Father and the Son, true and eternal God, as the Holy 
Scriptures teach us.1


1. John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 
from the Father, he will bear witness about me.”


9. The Creation of all Things 

We believe that the Father through the Word, that is, through His Son,1 has created out of nothing 
heaven and earth and all creatures, physical and spiritual.2 He has given to every creature its being, 
shape, and form, and to each its specific task and function to serve its Creator. We believe that He 
also continues to sustain and govern them according to His eternal providence and by His infinite 
power.3


1. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him.


2. Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth.

Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, for you 

created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.”


3. Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.

Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, 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10. The Providence of God 

We believe God, after He had created all things, did not abandon them or give them up to fortune or 
chance, but that according to His holy will He so rules and governs them that in this world nothing 
happens without His direction.1 Yet God does not sin.2 


His power and goodness are so great and beyond understanding that He ordains and executes His 
work in the most excellent and just manner, even when devils and wicked men act unjustly.3 And as 
to His actions surpassing human understanding, we will not transgress any further than Scripture 
allows. But with humility and reverence we adore the just judgments of God, which are hidden from 
us, and we content ourselves that we are pupils of Christ, who have only to learn those things which 
He teaches us in His Word, without transgressing these limits.4


This doctrine gives us unspeakable consolation, for we learn thereby that nothing can happen to us 
by chance, but only by the direction of our gracious heavenly Father.  He watches over us with 
fatherly care, keeping all creatures so under His power that not one hair of our head—for they are all 
numbered—nor one sparrow can fall to the ground without the will of our Father. In this we trust, 
because we know that He holds in check all our enemies so that they cannot hurt us without His 
permission and will.5


1. Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Isaiah 46:9–10 …remember the former things of old; 
for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning and from ancient times things not yet 
done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose,’

Colossians 1:15–17 He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.

Romans 13:1 Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God.

Proverbs 21:1 The king’s heart is a stream of water 
in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.


2. James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 
am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.


3. Acts 4:24–30 And when they heard it, they lifted 
their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign 
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the 
sea and everything in them, who through the mouth 
of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy 
Spirit, “ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples 
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, 

and the rulers were gathered together, against the 
Lord and against his Anointed’— for truly in this city 
there were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your 
plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, 
look upon their threats and grant to your servants to 
continue to speak your word with all boldness, while 
you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.”


4. Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to 
the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may 
do all the words of this law. 


5. Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose.

Matthew 7:26–30 And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great 
was the fall of it.” And when Jesus finished these 
sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 
for he was teaching them as one who had authority, 
and not as their scribes.
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11. The Creation and Fall of Man and His Incapability of Doing What is Truly Good 

We believe God created man of dust from the ground and He made and formed him after His own 
image and likeness, good, righteous, and holy. His moral will could conform to the will of God in 
every respect.1 But, when man was in this high position, he transgressed the commandment of life 
which he had received; by this sin he broke away from God, who was his life; he corrupted all 
creation. By all this he subjected man liable to spiritual and physical death. Man became wicked and 
perverse, corrupt in all his ways.2


1. Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”

Ecclesiastes 7:29 See, this alone I found, that God 
made man upright, but they have sought out many 
schemes.


2. Genesis 2:17 …but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all sinned.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


12. Original and Indwelling Sin 

We believe that by the disobedience of Adam original sin has spread throughout the whole human 
race.1 It is a corruption of the entire nature of man and a hereditary evil found even in infants in their 
mother’s womb.2 It is, therefore, so vile and abominable in the sight of God that it is sufficient to 
condemn the human race. It is not abolished nor eradicated even by regeneration.3


1. Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all sinned.

Romans 3:10 …as it is written: “None is righteous, 
no, not one…”


2. Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me.


3. Romans 7:17–23 So now it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing 
good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the 

desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry 
it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do 
what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that 
when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see 
in my members another law waging war against the 
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 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13. Divine Election 

We believe God has manifested Himself to be merciful and just.1 Merciful, in rescuing and saving 
from his wrath those whom in His eternal and unchangeable counsel He has elected in Jesus Christ 
our Lord by His pure goodness, without any consideration of their works.2 Just, in leaving the others 
in the fall and perdition into which they have plunged themselves.3


1. Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel.” 

Exodus 34:6–7 The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children and the children’s children, to the third 
and the fourth generation.”

Romans 9:18 So then he has mercy on whomever 
he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.


2. Ephesians 1:3–4 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love

Romans 9:10–11 And not only so, but also when 
Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our 
forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or bad—in order that 
God’s purpose of election might continue, not 
because of works but because of him who calls…


3. Romans 9:22 What if God, desiring to show his 
wrath and to make known his power, has endured 
with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction…? 

14. The Rescue of Fallen Man 

We believe our gracious God, in marvelous wisdom and goodness, promised that He would give His 
Son, born of woman, to bruise the head of the serpent and to undo the curse.1


1. Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,

Romans 5:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil…
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15. The Incarnation of the Son of God 

We believe God has fulfilled the promise He made to the fathers by the mouth of His holy prophets 
when, at the time appointed by Him, He sent into the world His only-begotten and eternal Son,1 who 
took the form of a servant and was born in the likeness of men.2 He truly assumed a real human 
nature, body and soul, with all its infirmities, without sin.3 He was conceived in the womb of a virgin 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.4


1. John 1:1–2 In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.


2. Philippians 2:5–7 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.


3. Hebrews 2:14–15 Since therefore the children share 
in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery.

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin.

1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the 
mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed 
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 
up in glory.


4. Luke 1:31, 34–35  And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. …And Mary said to the angel, “How will 
this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the 
Son of God.

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 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16. The Two Natures in the One Person of Christ 

We believe that by this conception the person of the Son of God is inseparably united and joined 
with the human nature, so that there are not two sons of God, nor two persons, but two natures 
united in one single person. Each nature retains its own distinct properties:1 His divine nature has 
always remained uncreated, without beginning of days or end of life, filling heaven and earth.2 His 
human nature has not lost its properties; it has beginning of days and remains created. It is finite and 
retains all the properties of a true body. Even though, by His resurrection, He has given immortality 
to His human nature, He has not changed its reality, since our salvation and resurrection also 
depend on the reality of His body.3


However, these two natures are so closely united in one person that they were not even separated 
by His death. Therefore, what He, when dying, committed into the hands of His Father was a real 
human spirit that departed from His body.4 Meanwhile His divinity always remained united with His 
human nature, even when He was lying in the grave. And the divine nature always remained in Him.5


For this reason we profess Him to be true God and true man: true God in order to conquer death by 
His power; and true man that He might die for us according to the infirmity of His flesh.6


1. John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the 
mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed 
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 
up in glory.

Colossians 2:19 For in him the whole fullness of 
deity dwells bodily…


2. Colossians 1:15–17 He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.


3. 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.

Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.”


4. Luke 23:46  Then Jesus, calling out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.


5. Luke 23:43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.”


6. Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh…

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law. 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17. The Justice and Mercy of God in Christ 

We believe that God, who is perfectly just and merciful, sent His Son to make satisfaction and to 
bear the punishment for sin. God executed His holy justice on His Son when He laid the iniquity of 
the elect on Him, and poured out His goodness and mercy on them who were guilty and worthy of 
damnation.  Out of a most perfect love He gave His Son to die for them and He raised Him for their 
justification that through Him they might have immortality and life eternal.1


1. Romans 3:21–26 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.

Romans 4:25 [Jesus] was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.


18. The Propitiation of Christ our High Priest 

We believe that Jesus Christ was confirmed by an oath to be the High Priest forever, after the order 
of Melchizedek.1 He presented Himself in our place before His Father, appeasing God’s wrath by His 
full satisfaction, offering Himself on the tree of the cross, where He poured out His precious blood to 
purge away our sins.2


We find comfort in His wounds and have no need to seek or invent any other means of reconciliation 
with God than this only sacrifice, once offered, by which the believers are perfected for all times.


1. Psalm 110:4 The LORD has sworn and will not 
change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the 
order of Melchizedek.”

Hebrews 5:8–10 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. And being 
made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation to all who obey him, being designated by 
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.


2. Hebrews 10:12 But when Christ had offered for all 
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God. 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19. Our Justification Through Faith in Christ 

We believe that the Holy Spirit kindles in our hearts a true faith.1 This faith embraces Jesus Christ 
with all His merits, makes Him our own, and does not seek anything besides Him. It follows that 
Christ alone is all we need for salvation.2 It is heresy to assert that Christ is not sufficient, but that 
something else is needed besides Him; for the conclusion would then be that Christ is only half a 
Savior.3


We are justified by faith alone, or by faith apart from works of law.4 Meanwhile, strictly speaking, we 
do not mean that faith as such justifies us, for faith is only the instrument by which we embrace 
Christ our righteousness;5 He imputes to us all His merits and as many holy works as He has done 
for us and in our place.6


1. Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:12–14 Now we have received not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might understand the things freely given us 
by God. And we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The natural 
person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God…


2. 1 Corinthians 1:30 And because of him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption…

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,


3. Galatians 1:6–8  I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— not that 
there is another one, but there are some who trouble 
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But 
even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to 
you, let him be accursed.


4. Romans 3:28 For we hold that one is justified by 
faith apart from works of the law.


5. Romans 5:1–2 Therefore, since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.


6. Romans 5:18–19 Therefore, as one trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all 
men. For as by the one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 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20. Our Sanctification and Good Works 

We believe that true faith does not make man indifferent to living a good and holy life.1 On the 
contrary, without faith no one would ever do anything out of love for God, but only out of self-love or 
fear of being condemned.2 This faith frees man to apply himself to those works which God has 
commanded in His Word.3 


These works, proceeding from the good root of faith, are good and acceptable in the sight of God, 
since they are all sanctified by His grace. We believe that God rewards good works, but it is by His 
grace that He crowns those good works.4


1. 1 Thessalonians 1:3 …remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.

James 2:14, 17  What good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? …So also faith by itself, if it 
does not have works, is dead.


2. Matthew 7:18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.


Romans 14:23 But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from 
faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.


3. Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.


4. Hebrews 13:5 Through him then let us continually 
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that acknowledge his name.

1 Peter 2:5 …you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 

21. Christ, the Fulfillment of the Law 

We believe that the ceremonies and symbols of the law have ceased with the coming of Christ, and 
that all types have been fulfilled, so that the use of them should be abolished among Christians. Yet 
their truth and substance remain for us in Jesus Christ, in whom they have been fulfilled.1 Further, 
the Old Testament continues to confirm us in the doctrine of the gospel and to order our life in all 
honor, according to God’s will and to His glory.2


1. Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them.

Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.

Galatians 3:24  So then, the law was our guardian 
until Christ came, in order that we might be justified 
by faith.


2. Matthew 5:18–19 For truly, I say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass 
from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore 
whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven.

Romans 13:8–10 Owe no one anything, except to 
love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law. 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22. Christ’s Intercession 

We believe that we have no access to God except through the only Mediator and Advocate (meaning 
Jesus was sent by the Father, to stand between God and man and reconcile us), Jesus Christ the 
righteous.1 Remaining God, the Son became man, having both a divine and human nature, that men 
might have access to the divine majesty.2


1. 1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus…

1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.

Hebrews 10:19–22  Therefore, brothers, since we 
have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in 

full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.


2. Hebrews 2:14–15 Since therefore the children share 
in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

23. The Catholic Christian Church


We believe and profess one catholic, universal church, which is a holy congregation and assembly of 
the true Christian believers, who expect their entire salvation in Jesus Christ, are washed by His 
blood, and are sanctified and sealed by the Holy Spirit.1


This church has existed from the beginning of the world and will be to the end. This holy church is 
preserved by God against the fury of the whole world, although for a while it may look very small and 
extinct in the eyes of man.2


Moreover, this holy church is not confined or limited to one particular place or to certain persons, but 
is spread and dispersed throughout the entire world.  However, it is joined and united with heart and 
will, in one and the same Spirit, by the power of faith.3


1. Ephesians 5:25–27 Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 
the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be 
holy and without blemish.


2. Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.


3. Ephesians 2:14–16 For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his 

flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the 
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that 
he might create in himself one new man in place of 
the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility.

Ephesians 4:3–4 …eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and 
one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call… 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24. Everyone’s Duty to Join the Church 

We believe, since this holy assembly and congregation is the assembly of the redeemed and there is 
no salvation outside of it (for she was entrusted with the gospel), that no one ought to withdraw from 
it, content to be by himself, no matter what his status or standing may be. But all believers are to join 
and unite with a local church, maintaining the unity of the church.1 They must submit themselves to 
her faithful instruction and discipline, bending their necks under the yoke of Jesus Christ, and they 
must edify the brothers and sisters according to the talents which God has given them as members 
of the same body.2


According to the Word of God, it is the duty of all believers to separate from those who do not 
belong to the church and to join this assembly wherever God has established it. They should do so 
even if death or physical punishment might follow.3


All therefore who draw away from the church or fail to join it are in sin.


1. Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.


2. Ephesians 4:11–16 And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 
to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 
into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.


3. 2 Corinthians 6:14–18 Do not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship 
has light with darkness? What accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share 
with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple 
of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living 
God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among 
them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from 
their midst, and be separate from them, says the 
Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will 
welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you 
shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty.”

1 Peter 2:11–12 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners 
and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 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25. The Marks of the True Church 

We believe that we ought to discern diligently and very carefully from the Word of God what is the 
true church, for all sects which are in the world today claim for themselves the name of church. We 
are not speaking here of the hypocrites, who are mixed in a true church along with the good and yet 
are not part of the church, although they are outwardly in it.1 We are speaking of the body and the 
communion of a true church which must be distinguished from all sects that call themselves the 
church.2


The true church is to be recognized by the following marks: It practices the true preaching of the 
gospel.3 It maintains the true administration of the sacraments as Christ instituted them. It exercises 
church discipline for correcting and punishing sins.4 In short, it governs itself according to the pure 
Word of God, rejecting all things contrary to it and regarding Jesus Christ as the only Head. Hereby a 
true church can certainly be known and no one has the right to separate from it.


Those who are of the church may be recognized by the marks of Christians. They believe in Jesus 
Christ the only Savior,5 flee from sin and pursue righteousness,6 love the true God and their 
neighbor,7 and crucify their flesh and its works. Although great weakness remains in them, they fight 
against it by the Spirit all the days of their life.8 They appeal constantly to the blood, suffering, death, 
and obedience of Jesus Christ, in whom they have forgiveness of their sins through faith in Him.9


1. 1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us. But they went out, that it might 
become plain that they all are not of us.

Romans 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God 
has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 
belong to Israel…


2. 2 Timothy 2:18–20 …who have swerved from the 
truth, saying that the resurrection has already 
happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. But 
God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The 
Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone 
who names the name of the Lord depart from 
iniquity.” Now in a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and clay, 
some for honorable use, some for dishonorable.


3. Ephesians 2:19–20 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone…

Matthew 28:19–20 “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”

Galatians 1:6–7 I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 
not that there is another one, but there are some 

who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ.


4. Matthew 18:15–18 “If your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. 
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 
But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

1 Corinthians 5:9–13 I wrote to you in my letter 
not to associate with sexually immoral people— 
not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this 
world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, 
since then you would need to go out of the 
world. But now I am writing to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or 
greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For 
what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not 
those inside the church whom you are to judge? 
God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person 
from among you.”


5. 1 John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God…
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1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the Father loves whoever has been 
born of him.


6. 1 John 1:6 If we say we have fellowship with him 
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth.

1 John 3:9–10 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; 
and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has 
been born of God. By this it is evident who are 
the children of God, and who are the children of 
the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who 
does not love his brother.


7. 1 John 3:13–14 Do not be surprised, brothers, that 
the world hates you. We know that we have passed 
out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death.


8. Galatians 5:24 And those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.”


9. Romans 6–8 

17



26. The Government and Offices of the Church 

We believe that a true church must be governed according to the Spiritual order which our Lord has 
taught us in His Word.1 There should be overseers (elder/pastors) to preach and teach the Word of 
God2 and to oversee the sacraments. By these means they preserve the true religion: they teach true 
doctrine and expose false teachers and refute false doctrine.3


We believe there should be deacons to oversee the physical needs of the church. Through them the 
poor and the afflicted are helped and comforted according to their need.4


1. Ephesians 4:11–12 And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ…


2. 1 Timothy 3:1–7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone 
aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble 
task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage 
his own household well, with all dignity keeping his 
children submissive, for if someone does not know 
how to manage his own household, how will he care 
for God’s church? He must not be a recent convert, 
or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may 
not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

Titus 1:5–8 This is why I left you in Crete, so that 
you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 
if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, and his children are believers and not open 
to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 
For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be 
above reproach. He must not be arrogant or 
quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or 
greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, 
self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.


3. Titus 1:9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word 
as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction 
in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who 
contradict it.


4. Acts 6:1–6 Now in these days when the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.” And what they said 
pleased the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed 
and laid their hands on them.

1 Timothy 3:8–13 Deacons likewise must be 
dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to 
much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They 
must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. And let them also be tested first; 
then let them serve as deacons if they prove 
themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must 
be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, 
faithful in all things. Let deacons each be the 
husband of one wife, managing their children 
and their own households well. For those who 
serve well as deacons gain a good standing for 
themselves and also great confidence in the faith 
that is in Christ Jesus. 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27. The Sacraments 

We believe that our gracious God, to signify and seal His promises, has ordained two sacraments: 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They serve to nourish and sustain our faith. He has given us the 
sacraments to represent better to our external senses both what He declares to us in His Word and 
what He does inwardly in our hearts. Through them He confirms to us our salvation. Sacraments are 
visible signs and seals of something internal and invisible, by means of which God works in us 
through the power of the Holy Spirit through faith.1


1. Romans 4:11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 
still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that 
righteousness would be counted to them as well…


28. The Sacrament of Baptism 

We believe that Jesus Christ, instituted the sacrament of baptism.1 By baptism we are received into 
the church of God and set apart.2


We believe God has commanded the church to baptize disciples, that is, those who profess 
repentance and faith in Christ, by immersion, into the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. By this He signifies to us our union in the death and resurrection of Christ our Lord, the 
washing and cleaning of our souls from sin, our regeneration, and our being a new creation.3


1. Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit…


2. Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.


3. Romans 6:1–4 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can 
we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 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29. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

We believe that our Savior Jesus Christ has instituted the sacrament of the the Lord’s Supper.1 Christ 
instituted earthly and visible bread as a sign of His body and wine as a sign of His blood. By these 
He testifies to us His body was broken for us and His blood pour out for the remission of our sins.2


We believe baptism and church membership are prerequisites for participation in the Supper. We 
receive this sacrament solely as a congregation of the people of God, through faith, reverently 
remembering, joyfully celebrating, eagerly anticipating and partaking of the the grace of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.3


1. 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.


2. 1 Corinthians 10:16–17 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread 
that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one 
body, for we all partake of the one bread.


3. 1 Corinthians 11:17–18, 20 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear 
that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that 
you eat.


30. The Civil Government 

We believe our gracious God has ordained human government. He decrees that men be governed 
by laws and policies, in order that the licentiousness of men be restrained and that civilization be 
conducted among them in good order. For that purpose He has placed the sword in the hand of the 
government to punish wrongdoers and to protect those who do what is good.1


Everyone is subject to the civil officers and therefore ought to pay taxes, hold them in honor and 
respect, and obey them in all things which do not disagree with the Word of God.2 Further we ought 
to pray for them, that God may direct them in all their ways and that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way.3


1. Romans 13:1–6 Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and 
those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are 
not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do 
what is good, and you will receive his approval, for 
he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 
vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who 
carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore 
one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s 
wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the 

authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing.


2. Romans 13:7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue 
is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed.

1 Peter 2:13–14 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to 
every human institution, whether it be to the emperor 
as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 

3. 1 Timothy 2:1–2 First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and 
all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 
way. 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31. The Last Judgment 

We believe that when the time, ordained by the Lord, but unknown to all creatures, has come and 
the number of the elect is complete, our Lord Jesus Christ will descend as He ascended, with great 
glory and majesty.1 He will declare Himself Judge of the living and the dead, then all mankind in 
resurrected bodies will appear in person before the great Judge.2


The wicked will be convicted, sentenced, and cast into the eternal hell prepared for the devil and his 
angels.3 The elect will be graciously crowned with glory and honor and receive the inheritance of the 
new heaven and the new earth.4 We look forward to that great day with a great longing to enjoy to 
the full the promises of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  “Come, Lord Jesus!”5


1. Matthew 24:30 Then will appear in heaven the sign 
of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.”


2. John 5:25–29 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will 
live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, 
for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice and come out, those who have 
done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge you in the presence of God 
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom…


3. Matthew 25:41 Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.’

1 Thessalonians 1:7–10 …and to grant relief to you 
who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord 
Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do 
not know God and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
when he comes on that day to be glorified in his 

saints, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed, because our testimony to you was 
believed.

Revelation 20:12–13 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what 
was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in 
them, and they were judged, each one of them, 
according to what they had done.


4. Matthew 25:34 Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.’

2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing.

Revelation 21:1–2 Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.


5. Revelation 22:20 He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus!

Hebrews 9:28 so Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not 
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly 
waiting for him. 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