
March 2023 Meridian Life Letter 
by Josh King

Dearest Church, 

	 It continues to be my great joy to shepherd this flock. God has been so very good 
to us. Our fellowship is sweet. But let us earnestly seek God’s blessing on us, not for our 
comfort, but for the sake of  His name. May He pour out His Spirit on us that we may 
testify to the gospel of  His Son without reservation. May our Lord build His church and 
may she shine as a city on the hill. 

Membership

	 With great joy the elders bring the following recommendations for membership 
before the body. 

The elders recommend that Jaycee Lohrer be welcomed into full fellowship with this body 
by baptism. 

The elders recommend that Roy and Sandy Rochell be welcomed into full fellowship with 
this body. 

The elders recommend that Noah Tolbert be welcomed into full fellowship with this body. 

	 The elders ask that you continue to make the disciplinary matter we brought 
before you in December a matter of  prayer and action. Please contact an elder if  you 
want to know more before we meet in March. 

	 In the past, church letters began to be written so that when a family moved away, 
they left with a letter of  commendation so that they might join a new church. 
Membership was terminated upon moving and blessing was given to then join a new 
church. At some point these letters began to be sent after the move and even after 
membership at a new church has been sought. We want to revive the older practice as a 
better one. When members move away, or desire to move their membership, we think it 
best to seek the blessing of  the church in this rather than after it. So for instance, Chris 
and Angela recently moved. We would bring them before the body to grant them a letter 
and send them one that they could then present to a church when they seek to join one. 
This would allow the receiving church to contact us before they accept persons for 
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membership rather than retroactively. At this point the elders are only bringing this 
proposal before the body for discussion. 

Conference

	 Our first The Faith for Faith conference is just around the corner. If  you haven’t 
done so yet, we would encourage you to register. You may do so on our website. Go to the 
“connect tab” and then click the conference on the submenu. 

	 We have most of  the volunteer positions covered, but more hands would always be 
welcome to help with set up and clean up after  meals and after the conference concludes. 
A date and time to set up will be announced as we near the conference. 

Financial

	 Chris and Angela were very blessed to be able to purchase a new home quickly in 
Tulsa. We rejoice in their blessing but also continue to miss them. Their quick move 
means that we needed to fill his void much sooner than we anticipated. Until another 
deacon is assigned to deal with our finances, Johnny Sanders and Peyton Presgrove have 
taken on the responsibility of  handling finances under the deacons and elders supervision. 

	 Since it hasn’t been that long ago since we took deacon nominations and thereafter 
installed Daniel, the elders feel it best to prayerfully wait for a season until we ask the 
body for new recommendations. 
	  

On behalf  of  the elders, 

 Grace and Peace, 

Josh 
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Jaycee Lohrer’s Testimony

	 My elementary years weren’t really anything special. I grew up in church like 
everyone else around here. I never had a problem with going because that’s just what we 
did. We moved churches a lot and it confused me as a kid, but now I understand all the 
moves were for the best. My sixth grade year we were at First Baptist Duncan. I loved my 
youth pastor and his family there. He taught the Gospel and loved us all. Well, people 
there did not like him and they got him fired. It hurt me a lot because I thought everyone 
in the church got along, so why would they fire someone who was teaching the Gospel. 
We left there and started going to Meridian.  

	 Everything else throughout middle school wasn’t anything special, and neither was 
my freshman year. At the end of  my freshman year I decided that it would be too hard to 
be a Christian in high school. I knew I couldn’t just say I was saved because it didn’t work 
like that, so I was going to make it through high school and think about it afterward. 
Then, that summer I got my license and thought I could do whatever I wanted. 
Sophomore year is when everything spiraled downward. I got into huge trouble multiple 
times during the year. I used the doctrine of  election out of  context to help me rationalize 
my actions. I basically told myself  that if  I wasn’t supposed to be saved I wasn’t going to 
be, so there was no reason to even try to act like I was. I remember one time I was having 
a conversation with my dad and he asked me if  I even feared God. I didn’t say anything, 
but in my head it was a flat out no. I had no fear of  him and I really didn’t want to do 
anything involving him.  

	 Well, this summer I realized something had to change. I was a sinner with major 
sins that separated me from a perfect union with God, but God is so gracious that He sent 
His one and only son to die a gruesome death on the cross in my place. Then, Jesus was 
resurrected from the grave which defeated death forever. This made Christ be able to 
stand in my place before God if  I truly believed in Him. After I had come to this 
realization and asked God to save me, I didn’t tell anyone. I was afraid nothing had 
changed and I wasn’t really going to be saved. Then, one night my dad sat me down and 
told me he had seen some change in me and asked if  I was saved. That’s when it hit me 
that God had saved me and I am now a child of  God forever. 
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Roy Rochell’s Testimony

	  
	 Hello, my name is Roy Rochell. I am 61 years old, married for 43 years to Sandy 
Rochell. We have three grown sons, two daughter-in-laws and four grandchildren. 

	 I grew up in what I would call a religious home (Church of  Christ) going to 
Church every time the doors were open, twice on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. In 
my late teenage years, being married and becoming a father at an early age, I stopped 
attending Church altogether. I was self-employed, and through a business relationship I 
met a man who introduced me to the gospel for the first time in my life. Up until that time 
I was taught and believed that God had done His part and it was up to me to earn my 
part to get to heaven. At this time my wife and I were going thru some rough times as it 
was the oil field bust of  the early 80’s and we had lost our home and I had lost my 
construction company. God used this time to bring me to the realization that there was 
something more, much more than the temporal things of  this life, and thru His divine 
providence I came to the knowledge of  Jesus Christ in August of  1984 and was baptized 
at the First Baptist Church of  Atoka, OK. 

	 Six months later I felt the Lord was calling me to serve in ministry. I have served in 
several capacities in the local churches: youth pastor, minister of  education, and pastor. 

	 I am a Bible-believing reformed Christian having been introduced to the doctrines 
of  grace early on in my Christian life by my first Pastor. Sandy and I love serving in the 
local church and now are really excited to have the opportunity to be a part of  a truly 
reformed Church. We are looking forward to serving the Lord together. 
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Sandy Rochell’s Testimony

	  
	 I was raised in a church going family. I was not raised Baptist. I did learn about 
God and we studied His word. I remember a catechism class that we went to and at the 
end of  the class when we “passed” we were “baptized.” Then, when I was a teenager, I 
was asked to go to a revival. After the message I remembered going forward to talk to a 
counselor. I wanted to know for sure that I was saved. From what I remember the 
counselor was not very helpful, but that was ok. God had my attention. My prayer was 
that if  I had not been forgiven already I asked God to forgive me. 

	 After some wondering around in the wilderness through my early teenage years, 
Roy and I married in 1979. We were very unequally yoked being raised in two totally 
different denominations. You will have to read Roy’s testimony to understand that better. 
Our first few years of  marriage were very much a struggle. 

	 In 1984 Roy owned a dozer business and we had moved to Texas to work on a 
large government project. God orchestrated a series of  events that led Roy to make a 
profession of  faith and we returned to southeastern Oklahoma and began to attend a 
Baptist Church in Atoka. It was then that I began to really understand the gospel and 
what God had done for me. I am still struggling to understand everything God has done. 
But I know beyond a shadow of  a doubt that I am His only by His Grace, through His 
Son. 

	 Roy and I have had many adventures these last 44 years. Each new place God has 
taken us has been a growing experience and I am excited to learn even more along side 
of  the wonderful people we have met at Meridian Church. 
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Noah Tolbert’s Testimony

	  
	 I was born and raised in a Christian home. As far as I remember, I’ve always loved 
Jesus but never understood what it meant to be a Christian. My family would talk about 
Jesus and I learned many Bible stories, and my parents would encourage me to trust in 
Jesus for salvation. After learning more and seeing the Christian faith lived out in my 
parents life I too wanted to follow Jesus. Around the the age of  seven, I remember the 
scene where my dad was putting my younger brother and I to sleep, and before he could 
close the door, I stopped him saying, “Dad, I want to accept Jesus into my life.” He was 
thrilled and took some time to explain what that means before we prayed. I could 
remember being filled with such joy and peace knowing it was the Holy Spirt at work in 
my life.  

	 From that moment I began to grow in my faith and understanding of  the Bible. 
There have been moments of  joy coupled with difficultly, but Jesus has continued to 
manifest His presence in my life. The faith of  my parents has become my own. As I have 
grown and matured in the faith, I can say with confidence that the Holy Spirit has 
regenerated my soul. I have a growing desire for Jesus to be glorified in my life. Evidence 
of  Christ’s activity has been seen in my desire and conviction for His Word. I love to read 
the Bible and hear the Bible preached on the Lord’s Day. I find great joy in following and 
implementing God’s commands in my life.  

	 As I continue to grow I have seen and experienced God’s sovereign hand directing 
me. After I graduated high school I had plans to utilize a gap year and attend a 
discipleship program called the Joshua Project. My hopes were dashed when covid hit and 
it was cancelled. I was left confused and wondering what God was doing. I continued to 
pray about my future, and began to pursue a desire that I had as a child. I wanted to 
become an aircraft mechanic. So, I left California to attend a trade school in Tulsa, OK. 
I’ve always had a love for airplanes but never saw myself  making it a career. My grandpa, 
who was an aircraft mechanic and pilot, was definitely a huge influence on my life. God 
used that influence to sovereignly lead me through school, to attain my certification, and 
to jump into the field. And I love it.  

	 I know Christ is the one that delivers. In the book of  Matthew Jesus says, “But first 
seek the kingdom of  God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.” There is no one greater than our God, and there’s no greater need than to be 
reconciled to Him. He is the One who has redeemed me and He is the One who 
sovereignly leads me. May His Name be forever praised!  
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