
June 2022 Meridian Life Letter
by Josh King

Dearest church,

A lot of recommendations and happenings are laid before you in this letter. Some 
are exciting things. Some are necessary things. Some we have long looked forward to. 
Some have just come due to circumstances. Still, Jesus Christ remains immutably the 
same yesterday, today, and forever and He must remain our focus and hope. All is vain 
unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down. 

Our God has been so very good to us, but oh how we need Him. Our children 
need Him. Our neighbors, friends, and families need Him. Will you pray with the elders 
for the Spirit to work mightily in sanctifying the saints and in saving sinners? May we 
gather every week with intense longing and expectation. May we depart earnest and 
zealous. May we be filled with the Spirit. May the word dwell in us richly. Oh Lord may it 
be so. Let us seek our good and gracious Father who will not give us a stone should we 
ask for bread.

Membership

It has been our joy to have the Kresse family worship with us and join in on so 
many activities. They come desiring to enter into covenant with this body transferring 
their membership from First Baptist Duncan. You will find their testimonies attached.

The elders recommend that Frank and Charis Kresse be welcomed into full 
fellowship with this body.

I know it has been a delight for many of us to see Chris Campbell again 
worshipping with us. With the elders’ blessing, Chris joined Lakeside Baptist last year 
but now desires to move her membership back to this fellowship

The elders recommend that Chris Campbell be welcomed back into full 
fellowship with this body.

Elders and Deacons

The time has come. The time is now. This past September we asked the body for 
deacon nominations. Five men were laid before the elders. After prayerful consideration, 
the elders spoke with three men about serving the body as deacons. The other two 
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were informed of their nomination and agreed with us concerning not serving at this 
time. Of those we did begin to converse about possibly serving, one declined. Another 
was Mick Davis. He, along with the elders and deacons, came to believe pursuing 
eldership to be our Lord’s leading. Daniel Hernandez agreed to serve. After multiple 
times of discussion and prayer, both among the elders and with Daniel and with the 
current deacons, we moved forward recommending him to the body in March. You may 
read the original recommendation and Daniel’s questionnaire in the March letter.

Sean Hushbeck has been an elder apprentice since August 2020. There is still 
some “apprentice training” he wishes to complete, but along the way, it became clear to 
the elders that Sean was no longer simply being tested and trained as much as he was 
serving the body as an elder and serving us as fellow elders. One reason we rejoice in 
God’s design of a plurality of elders is because pastors need pastors. All shepherds are 
also sheep. Sean has not only shepherded you, he has shepherded us.

In light of these blessings and proceedings, we are eager to present the following 
recommendations at our June meeting:

The elders recommend that Daniel Hernandez be installed as a deacon.

The elders recommend that Sean Hushbeck be installed as an elder.

Please continue to make the installation of these two men a matter of prayer. If 
you have any questions or concerns about these two men please speak with one of the 
elders prior to Sunday.

Happenings

The elders are making a suggestion that life groups consider not meeting through 
the summer months. Sometimes a break is needed and helpful. Hosting a life group can 
be rewarding, but also exhausting. We are so thankful that many group leaders have 
served so long in expending themselves to express hospitality to others. Also, 
sometimes a break allows an opportunity for healthy change. It is good to commit to a 
life group for a period of time, so that you really get to know and love that group, but, we 
must remember that our covenant isn’t with a group, but to the church as a body. For 
some, when we resume life groups in the fall, it may be an opportunity to change groups 
and get to know and love some new faces.

Also, it is healthy to remember, that it is our worship gatherings that carry the 
weight of divine mandate. We must not forsake them. We must assemble. We need our 
Lord and the grace He ministers to us through the word and sacraments. Other than 
this, because of their nature, our member’s meetings also constitute such a gathering, 
for here it is that we primarily exercise the keys of the kingdom in regard to membership 
and recognizing elders and deacons. Beyond this, it’s all optional icing on top of the 
necessary cake. Life groups, Women in the Word, Theology Club, Reformation 
Celebration, core courses, fellowship meals, film discussions, and special lectures are 
all options we provide alongside those that many of you create yourself. Join in as many 
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of these as you can and create as many as you can, but also know that more is not 
always best and remember that Christ is our righteousness, not our church participation.

Finally, use your time off this summer to create opportunities for fellowship. 
Consider using the time your group might normally meet to have someone you don’t 
know so well over for dinner. Host a cookout for the entire church body. Invite a sister to 
join you for a walk, grab breakfast with a brother, or join another family for some time at 
a park.

When we promote life groups again in the fall, we will also be starting core 
courses again. At this time for sure we will resume the catechism course for kids ages 
4–12. Also, on Sunday evenings at 6 PM I will again begin teaching the four semester 
systematic theology class. A sign up form for these classes will be made available in the 
hallway leading to the fellowship hall.

This year, in place of the summer film series, we are going to host a couple of 
gatherings for teens to have fun, eat, and ask questions. I’ve dubbed these gatherings 
“Frankly: Hot Dogs and Frank Discussion.” The first one will be 6–9 PM on Friday, June 
10th at the parsonage.

Building and Grounds

Most of you have probably noticed the large blue dumpster in front of the 
bungalow. Tiles have started coming off the roof and we want to replace it before 
significant problems develop. It will be replaced soon with a metal roof.

Welcome Team

At the June members meeting the welcome team will share some information 
concerning different procedures in case of various emergencies that might arise while 
we are gathered. Also, at another time they would like to visit with all who carry when 
we gather. This future meeting will be announced soon.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh
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Frank Kresse’s Testimony of Faith:

In 2012, I believe that Jesus began to reveal to me the depths of sin in the world 
and especially myself. “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death,” rang true and still does. While Ephesians 2 clearly describes this corruption, 
through Colossians 1, God has made it clear to me that I would actively hate God with 
everything I have except that He had turned my desires to Himself.

Shortly after Jesus began to convict me of my sins, I was introduced to the Old 
Testament with the lens that Jesus’ character is seen in every story and I began to 
swoon (in a totally manly way). I am now convinced that regardless of my actions, 
desires, knowledge, intentions, etc., Jesus has made me His own and I am, because of 
His actions (Colossians 1), “above reproach before Him.”

Charis Kresse’s Testimony of Faith:

While fairly young, I had heard the gospel multiple times from growing up in 
church to seeing it lived out through my parents. During those, I went to my parents on 
three separate occasions with questions and concerns about salvation. I believe during 
this time frame I was saved. It hasn’t been until recent years I’ve been driven to realize 
the depth of my sin that I was and continue to be saved from.

What I see clearly referenced and taught throughout the Old and New Testament: 
I am completely incapable of saving myself. The death that had to take place in the Old 
Testament through sacrifices (Leviticus 4), and Jesus being sacrificed on the cross in 
the New Testament shows that. Through that perfect sacrifice from the Son (John 
14:5-7), I am made right before the Father and have been given the Spirit (John 
14:15-17).
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