
December 2022 Meridian Life Letter 
by Josh King

Dearest Church, 

	 Another year is nearly gone and I am both full of  gratitude and filled with longing. 
I look back over all of  God’s undeserved mercies on our fellowship and return thanks. I 
look forward in hope longing that He would do mighty things. Praise Him for His 
mercies! Pray that He would work mightily in us for the glory of  His name! 

Membership

	 There is one disciplinary matter the elders want to bring before the church. 
Remember that there are several steps in church discipline (Matthew 18:15–20). This 
matter concerns only the initial phases of  discipline that we would ask that you 
prayerfully consider and act on. Please contact an elder if  you want to know more before 
we meet in December. 

Core Courses

	 It has been a joy to start core courses back up and see so much participation. Look 
for new sign-up forms for our spring courses. The Meridian Kids course will begin again 
January 8th going through the New City Catechism. The second semester of  Systematic 
Theology will resume January 15th, again meeting on Sunday evenings at 6 PM. 

	 Todd Brooks will begin a course in church history. I’ve wanted to see this course 
offered for many years and am so thankful that Todd is investing much to make it happen. 
The church today is history-anemic. We don’t understand the heresies that led to the 
creeds. We undervalue justification because we’ve forgotten the battles of  the 
Reformation. We fail to appreciate our heritage, our story, our ancestors. We know more 
of  pop-cultural happenings that are a wisp of  vapor. We find ourselves making the same 
mistakes, and neither know that we’re making them, nor that they could’ve been avoided 
if  we had listened to the wisdom of  the past. We think ourselves original for discovering 
some truth when we could be standing on top of  that truth as a foundation laid by our 
forefathers in the faith so that we could then stand taller. Please consider joining this 
course and start praying for Todd that it would be fruitful unto greater faithfulness. 
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Financial

	 The 2023 Proposed Budget is now available for your review. You’ll notice we 
trimmed the budget down by just over $23,000. This is because while offerings have been 
slightly down post-covid, we anticipate a further substantial drop for 2023. Originally we 
had trimmed the budget even more, but made some adjustments knowing we could make 
further reductions if  necessary along the way. 

	 We made reductions in missions and ministries reluctantly and only where we 
knew those ministries were thriving and not in need of  our support. 

	 The elders and deacons both wished to proceed with the study remodel, but 
wanted to present it again to you to be approved as part of  the 2023 Budget. Normally 
special projects stay on the budget until completed, but in this case we thought it prudent 
to present it collectively to the body once more. 

Corporate Prayer

	 In the previous letter I shared with you that the elders would soon be meeting to 
discuss A Praying Church by our friend Dennis Gundersen. We are convinced of  our need 
as a body to grow in prayer. We need to grow in prayer because we need our God. We 
need. We have not because we do not ask or we ask wrongly (James 4:2–3). Our God is 
able to do far more abundantly than all that we think or ask. Let us seek Him. Let us 
plead for the mighty work of  God in and through us. 

	 Towards this end, the elders are taking the following three actions. First, we will 
soon begin opening our services with a time for private confession of  sin. After the call to 
worship has been read, the person reading it will say something like, “As we turn to our 
heavenly Father in prayer, please use this brief  moment of  silence for confession of  sin 
and for seeking the Lord’s blessing on our gathering today.” After a moment of  silence 
they will then lead us in corporate prayer.  

	 Second, while the elders meet twice a month for prayer, we additionally meet every 
Lord’s day morning for a brief  time of  prayer with whomever may be preaching. 

	 Third, we will begin in January having a monthly prayer gathering on the second 
Tuesday of  each month at 6 PM. We will start small, meeting for only 30 minutes unless 
we sense we should proceed longer. Select passages of  Scripture will be read as prompts 
for our prayers. The prayer gathering will not be focused on taking personal prayer 
requests, as we feel that is a need best addressed in life groups and various fellowships. 
Rather, the focus will be on seeking God, revival, His kingdom come, His being glorified 
in His Church, and the salvation of  souls. The focus will be on praying His Word. In 
conjunction with this, we are providing every member with a copy of  Don Whitney’s 
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Praying the Bible. We would also recommend that life groups have their members read the 
book and then devote at least one meeting to discussing it. 

A Conference and a Fellowship

	 “The Faith for Faith” conference has now been publicly announced. If  you would 
like to volunteer at the conference there is a sign-up form on the table in the hallway 
towards the Fellowship Hall. We will need volunteers to help with set up, clean up, meals, 
and registration. All volunteers will receive free registration and a free t-shirt. 

	 While we anticipate ‘The Faith for Faith” being an ongoing annual spring 
conference, in early October we want to start a small annual get together with Altus 
Reformed Baptist Church, and hopefully, any other churches God might be kind enough 
to allow us a hand in planting in the future. We have dubbed this gathering “The 
Fellowship.” On a Sunday evening we will gather for a fellowship meal to be followed by a 
worship gathering. The host church will provide the meal and music. An elder from the 
visiting church will preach. The sermon theme for The Fellowship will be determined by 
our shared Elder Confession of  Faith. So the first year we meet the sermon will be related 
to the first article, the second year to the second article and so on. In October 2023 we 
will meet at Altus Reformed’s new facilities. 

Please do let the elders know if  you have any questions or concerns about any of  these 
things. 

On behalf  of  the elders, 

 Grace and Peace, 

Josh
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