
September 2021 Meridian Life Letter
by Josh King

Dear flock,

It is the joy of this weak undershepherd to see you grow in faith and love 
by the grace of our Great Shepherd who has the words of life. Yes, this bride has 
her flaws, but she is being washed in the water of the Word. Certainly, we reflect 
only a little of the beauty of Christ, but oh how beautiful is just a little of Christ’s 
beauty! Ten percent of a dollar isn’t much, but ten percent of a billion is and our 
Lord is infinitely glorious. For the glory of His name may He continue to conform 
us to His image.

Membership

Tyler and Sally Vantine are currently attending Calvary Baptist Church in 
Duncan. They are not sure if this is where they will ultimately land.  Even so, 
because Sally isn’t currently active here, we recommend that we remove her 
from our membership role. This is not a disciplinary action barring fellowship.

The elders recommend that Sally Vantine be removed from membership 
with our blessing.

Building and Grounds

At our previous meeting we presented the following recommendation for 
discussion:

The elders recommend that build a new pastor’s study in room 8 of the 
fellowship hall for a total project cost of approximately $40,000. This will 
be added to our budget as a special project until completed.

We are thankful for the feedback and wisdom that has been offered. We 
plan to move forward with this recommendation at our September member’s 
meeting. Know that we do not anticipate the project to cost this much. We know 
lumber prices continue to be high, but we needed to be able to present some 
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figure to the church to secure a builder to begin work sometime next year. It is 
our expectation that lumber prices will further drop by the time the project can 
begin. If that is not the case and prices increase further the project will be put on 
hold and reevaluated.

Life Group Room

At the June meeting we broached the idea of furnishing a classroom for 
use by life groups. We have received a lot of positive feedback. At this point we 
are simply going to set up the back classroom of the fellowship hall with chairs. 
The adjacent classroom will be set up for kids.  As the room is used we would 
invite you to make suggestions as to what would make the space better. We do 
plan to put a dutch door between the rooms. 

Preaching

We will soon finish up our current leg in our study of the Psalms completing 
Book 1 (Psalms 1–41). I plan to follow this with a sermon concerning deacons 
(see why under the next heading). For the remainder of September I will be gone 
for vacation and a wedding. Todd Brooks and Mark Myers will preach for the two 
weeks I am gone. On September 19th David Burks will be with us and preach.

On October 3rd I plan to begin a series on the covenants and following that 
we will start our study through the gospel according to John. I covet your prayers 
in these endeavors. Who is sufficient for these things? Our sufficiency is from 
God (2 Corinthians 2:14–3:6).

Deacons

On Sunday September 5th we will ask that you put forward names to be 
evaluated by the elders as potential deacons. Index cards will be available by the 
offering box for you to write nominations on. The elders will review these 
suggestions and then present recommendations at a future meeting. Please, 
remember deacons are recognized, not made. You do not have to put down any 
names. Ponder if there is a person you believe you should put down because of 
how they already do and would continue to serve our body. Prayerfully reflect on 
Acts 6:1–7 and 1 Timothy 3:8–13 as you make your suggestions. Also, consider 
setting aside some time for prayer and fasting concerning this matter.

For review, concerning this matter, our constitution states,
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“Calling of a Deacon: The nomination of deacon candidates is to be held in a 
regular Sunday morning worship service by secret ballot. After review of his 
qualifications the elder body may present him as a candidate for the office of 
deacon in a duly called business meeting. The announcement shall be made to 
the church membership at a Sunday Morning Worship Service no less than 14 
days prior to a vote.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote cast by voting members present shall 
constitute a call.”

If you have any questions about any of these things please speak with one of the 
elders.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh

Page  of 3 3


