
June 2021 Meridian Life Letter
by Josh King

Beloved,

It has been such a joy to go through Philippians with you. Through it, I’ve 
witnessed the amen of your hearts and lives to the truths of this blessed letter. 
Yes, there has been much conviction as well, but it is a sweet conviction. We 
have much we may grow in, but let us press on, forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead.

Membership

Niall McGouran desires to join in covenant fellowship with this body by 
baptism. You can find his testimony of faith attached.

The elders recommend that Niall McGouran be welcomed into fellowship 
with this body by baptism.

Chris Campbell has moved her membership to Lakeside Baptist church, 
thus:

The elders recommend that Chris Cambell be removed from membership 
with our blessing.

Building and Grounds

While David Burks was still acting as an elder within our body he proposed 
that we consider remodeling the preaching pastor’s study. There was a 
consensus as to the need, but decided to wait and ponder what would be the 
best arrangement. It has remained on our agenda and we have discussed it from 
time to time, sometimes pausing because we knew other large expenditures lie 
ahead such as refinishing the parking lot or installing new windows.

There were two main reasons we believed a remodel was needed. First, 
the study area needed to be enlarged for optimal use. Additional bookshelf space 
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is needed with easier access and an efficient layout. Second, a larger and more 
welcoming space was desired for counseling, discipleship, and other meetings. 

Initially we considered expanding the current study into the adjacent room, 
but as this would involve tearing down a wall while gaining little space it was 
decided against. As we have plenty of unused space we wanted to look at all 
available options. Ultimately we decided to recommend moving the study to the 
fellowship hall, specifically classroom number 8. This space would also provide 
for more privacy when Josh and the other elders counsel before and after a 
worship gathering. Additionally, it would be more efficient to heat and cool 
through the week than the current set up.

Because of current lumber prices and the extensive bookshelves to be 
built, the price was more than we anticipated. We considered waiting further, but 
ultimately decided that prices will not return any time soon to what they were. An 
outline of the project and floor plan are attached. Because of the expense 
entailed, the elders are only presenting the recommendation at this time 
welcoming feedback with the expectation of presenting it to the body at our 
September meeting.

The elders recommend that we move and build a new pastor’s study in 
room 8 of the fellowship hall for a total project cost of approximately 
$40,000. This will be added to our budget as a special project until 
completed.

So what are the plans for the current study? In the short term we are 
uncertain. In the long term we know we want to have an additional study. In the 
distant future we want the transition to the next primary teaching elder to be a 
long one, where he slowly fades in while I slowly fade out. Our hope is to see 
someone raised up or brought up within our fellowship and trained and tested. 
We want the next preaching elder to shepherd this flock, this church. We’re 
zealous to obey 2 Timothy 2:2, “…what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”

Summer Film Series

Our summer film series lineup is set. We will meet to watch and discuss 
The Riot and the Dance: Water on June 25th and Puritan on July 23. Both 
meetings will start at 6:30 PM.
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Theology Club

Theology Club, a gathering for men, will begin July 6th. This is a monthly 
meeting. There will be a rotation each quarter. The first month we will discuss an 
article from our elder confession of faith. The second month we will talk about 
what you are reading (both in the Scriptures and theological books). The third 
month we will discuss an assigned book, the first of which will be John Stott’s 
The Cross of Christ. Full schedules for 2021–2022 are available. For more 
information speak with Josh King.

Fellowships

We will resume monthly fellowships beginning with our June fellowship/
business meeting. We understand all may not be up to eating together at this 
time and want you to know you are free not to without judgment. If this is your 
plan, we would invite you to speak with the elders and voice your thoughts and 
votes on matters beforehand.

Preaching

Following Philippians we will study Psalms 31–40. For those newer to our 
fellowship, occasionally, between other series, we work our way through the 
Psalms. Following this, we will have what is to date only the second topical series 
of sermons since I’ve been here—a study of the covenants. This series has been 
at least four years in the making. To understand the magnitude what lies ahead, 
consider the following from Michael Horton. After mentioning some of the Bible’s 
major themes he writes:

“So what brings all of these themes together? What unites them is not itself a 
central dogma but an architectonic structure, a matrix of beams and pillars that 
hold together the structure of biblical faith and practice. That particular 
architectural structure that we believe the Scriptures themselves to yield is the 
covenant. It is not simply the concept of the covenant, but the concrete existence 
of God s covenantal dealings in our history that provides the context within which 
we recognize the unity of Scripture amid its remarkable variety” (God of Promise, 
p. 13).

So with this study of the covenants, we will cover the major story of the 
scriptures. And after that? Roughly ten years ago we began our first study 
through a book of the Bible. I intentionally wanted it to be a gospel. For two 
years, for 101 sermons, for what has been the longest study we’ve yet to do we 
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went through the book of Matthew. If our Lord wills, I hope to minister here for at 
least forty years. The way I figure it, that means I should take the privilege to 
preach through a gospel every ten years. Following our series through the 
covenants I hope to preach through the gospel of John.

In all these endeavors, I covet your prayers. It is a joy and honor to 
shepherd and feed such a flock. May His word cause His flock to multiply and 
flourish.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh  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Niall McGouran’s Testimony

I believe that over the past two years God has called me to him. I believe that I 
am saved, but baptism is to show the body of the church that I am saved. I believe that 
Jesus hung on a cross for my sins, but three days later he rose again gloriously. If he 
had not been so gracious to save me I would be dead spiritually. I was a sinner. I am 
changed. 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Study Remodel

New flooring: Vinyl plank. Oak color.


Lighting: Dimmer switches. Recessed led fixtures.


Ceiling Fans: Install 12” down rods.


Paint: Paint ceiling a flat white. Paint walls same brown as in assembly hall.


Bookshelves and Cabinets: 

• Dark walnut stain on all. 

• All bookshelves built to ceiling, 9’5” high.

• Solid bookshelves along west and east walls except for cabinet in southeast corner. 

All 10” deep. 11” between shelves.

• Bookcase with filing and cabinets on north wall behind desk: bottom cabinets 2’ 

deep, 30” high; top bookshelves 11” deep. 12” between shelves.

• Cabinets in southeast corner 3’ wide, 2’ deep. 3 cabinets. Bottom one without 

shelves inside; top two with.


Standing Desk: Built in Northeast corner. Plan shows quarter circle, but should be a 
triangle. Desk surface 44” high. 3” lip. Single open book shelf immediately below, 12” 
high. Cabinet doors underneath with electrical outlet inside for printer.


Doors: Use glass doors currently leading into dining area for study and conference 
room. Glass doors are 36”. Current doors are 32”. Replace current main entrance to 
Fellowship Hall with a glass door. Move current door to replace worn door to electrical 
room.


Electrical: Outlets in bookshelves, cabinet of hutch, standing desk cabinet.


Plumbing: Cap off existing plumbing.


HVAC: Move existing return further out from the wall.


Furniture: Sofa, two sitting desks, coffee table, etc.
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