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by Josh King

Meridian Church,

Greetings and blessing to you in the name of our Triune God.

Dear church, never take it for granted what it means to be addressed as such. To 
be a part of the assembly of the Lord means we are His, purchased by His blood. We 
are the bride Christ has taken to Himself and is washing by His word to present to 
Himself in splendor. We are not a perfect church, but we are part of His bride that will 
be.

Membership

There are a few cases where the elders desire to clean up our membership that 
are short of full discipline. These involve instances where someone has moved away 
and we can no longer be certain as to the state of their soul. They may be members or 
pursuing membership in a good church, but we are no longer able to effectively 
shepherd them. In such instances, we would let the persons involved know that we are 
removing them from membership and that should they visit us, the elders would like to 
speak with them before they participate in communion.

The elders ask your forgiveness for our failure in this area. We hope to be more 
faithful in the future. This is an area where we have desired to be gracious, giving 
people every opportunity to find a new church home. As standard practice in the future, 
after a person has moved, if after six months we have not received word that they have 
joined a church, we will recommend to remove them from our membership.

Church Plant

David and Tracy Burks are no longer members of this body and this saddens us, 
but we rejoice because we have the honor of sending them out to plant Altus Reformed 
Baptist Church. Upon commissioning, David officially resigned as an elder of our body. 
He now goes forward under our authority as an “evangelist” to plant a church. He will 
continue to be under our authority until there is a plurality of elders established. Please 
keep David and the church plant in your prayers often.

Building

All the new doors and windows have been installed. The security system is also 
installed, excepting some cameras that will require additional wiring.
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In the future, if we are able and if it seems prudent, the elders may recommend a 
remodel of the foyers and my study. The remodel of the foyer would include new 
furniture, decor, and an information board so as to make things more welcoming and 
clear for our guests. The remodel of the study would involve expanding it so that it is 
more conducive to counseling and adding shelf space and better lighting.

Another project we might recommend is remodeling the bungalow. In the past we 
have tried to use this for benevolence. It is currently set up to function like a rental. We 
want to switch the primary use to one of hospitality. When the Lingles come in, or a 
guest preacher visits, we can put them up for free rather than in a hotel. When church 
planters come through to visit supporting churches we would let them know they may 
stay at the bungalow. Also, our guests that come in for conferences can utilize it. For 
example, last year we had two pastors stay there during the Christ-Centered Churches 
conference. A full remodel of the interior would be needed. Also, the siding needs to be 
replaced.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh
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