
December 2020 Meridian Life Letter
by Josh King

Dear Ones in Christ,

In a year filled with so many trials, I praise our immutable God that He has 
been abundantly rich in mercy to us and held us fast. His covenant love never 
ends. We are indeed weak and frail, but He magnifies His strength through our 
weakness. In these days of unease, may we magnify Him who is our Rock and 
confidence. May our God turn many hearts to Christ as we give answer for our 
hope and share with them the blessed gospel of our Lord. 

Membership

Johnny and Mary Sanders desire to join in covenant fellowship with this 
body by baptism. You can find their testimonies of faith attached.

The elders recommend that Johnny and Mary Sanders be welcomed into 
full fellowship with this body.

Regarding membership, the elders also have a disciplinary matter they will 
present to the body. If you want any information regarding this ahead of time 
please ask any elder.

Budget

We are continually astounded at God’s financial provision for our fellowship 
and pray that we humbly receive it with eyes that look to Him and a desire to be 
faithful stewards. It is a joy to report to you that this year giving to missions and 
ministries represents just over 24% of our proposed budget. 

We’ve increased the amount given to the Lingles. Since we first partnered 
with them in 2013 they haven’t received a raise. We know each year they lose a 
few churches and gain a few supporting them. We anticipate increased losses 
with the strain a good number of small churches are feeling. When they come 
home on furlough, the Lingles are often fatigued by the large number of churches 
they have to visit. By supporting them more we also hope to alleviate some of 
this.
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We propose supporting Altus Reformed Baptist Church at $1000 per month 
next year. We’re allocating $500 for David and the rest to be used as determined 
by the church. We’ve also encouraged the church to make supporting David a 
top priority to free him up to minister to them more and to let us know about 
major non-recurring expenses that may come up.

Charis Pregnancy Center continues to serve our community and share the 
gospel of Christ and they are now seeing many more abortion-minded women. 
The needs of the ministry continue to grow and so we have recommended an 
increase of $1200 for the year.

You may have noticed that the resource center proposal has substantially 
increased. This is to purchase a number of hymnals, the reason for which is 
explained in the next section of the letter below. The increase in literature 
involves the purchase of 200 DVDs of American Gospel: Christ Alone and 
American Gospel: Christ Crucified. These will be for you to give away. The first 
film is great concerning the prosperity gospel and the second in relation to proper 
understanding of the atonement.

Hymnals

This year a few people were arrested in Moscow, Idaho at a hymn/psalm 
sing gathering of their local church at city hall for failure to social distance and 
wear a mask. While in prison they wanted to continue singing, and did so, but 
realized that they only know the first stanzas to most songs. We’re choosing 
twelve hymns that families may opt to learn and work toward memorizing in the 
years to come, one for each month. We would encourage families to sing these 
hymns regularly in family worship and work towards singing them by memory. 
Whatever the situation you find yourself in, we want you to have a dozen songs 
in your pocket so that you may render praise to God and edify you brothers in 
Christ.

To facilitate this, we plan on purchasing a number of Hymns of Grace, a 
hymnal put together by Grace Community Church where John MacArthur is an 
elder. A free copy will be available for each family and additional hymnals will be 
available in the resource center for $10 each. Also, we know there are some of 
you who love to sing from a hymnal. If so, we would encourage you to bring your 
copy of Hymns of Grace with you on Sundays. If the song is in the hymnal, the 
number will be displayed on the screen.

Page  of 2 5



Now for the part I’m sure you’re really interested in—which hymns? Well 
the elders are still deliberating, but plan to have the final list to you by our 
December meeting. Please pray for us in selecting these hymns.

Core Courses

Due to recent increases in COVID cases the elders have decided to 
suspend the spring semester of our core courses.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh
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Johnny Sanders’ Testimony

I came to faith in Christ when I was 6 years old. I trusted that Jesus was my 
Savior and was sent as God’s only son to die for my sin. I believed then as I do now that 
I was a sinner in need of grace and faith in Jesus was the only way to redemption 
through forgiveness of my sins. While my sin deserved death he gifted me eternal life 
through no act of my own. There was nothing I did that was deserving of me being 
redeemed other than God’s incredible grace and love. I was given eternal life through 
Christ due to his love alone despite deserving Hell. 

As I was growing up in church I struggled with my testimony. I had heard various 
speakers share radical transformation stories such as getting off of drugs after coming 
to faith. At times I felt my testimony was boring as I came to faith at such a young age. 
As I have grown older I am constantly in awe of how powerful God’s love for me is in his 
grace for me. I have seen friends that have professed faith at a young age that now live 
a life completely opposite of what the scripture teaches. My own sister has left the faith 
and has gone the way of the world. The grace I was given shapes the core of who I am. 
It shapes how I am as a husband, father, employee, how I manage my finances, the 
types of relationships I have etc. Without my salvation I know I would be shaped by the 
ways of the world instead of Christ. 

This world is anything but safe. Ultimately I know my earthly body will decay at 
some point and I’m not guaranteed an easy life. I have faith that following Christ is worth 
the cost of bearing the cross. I have faith that God’s wisdom far surpasses my own. I 
believe in God’s holy word and that it reveals God to us. I trust that Christ will guide me 
to lead my family according to his own will and not my own. 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Mary Sanders’ Testimony

I came to realization that I was a sinner in need of God’s saving grace when I 
was 6 years old. I understood that I was a depraved daughter of Eve in need of Christ’s 
salvation. It was by no means anything that I had done but that God having made a plan 
for us at the fall allowed Jesus to bear my sin and take my burdens to the cross. Jesus 
being God allowed all the sin of the world to be on his shoulders, so that we may know 
Him. 

I didn’t have the best understanding about love growing up. I understood sin and 
wrath but love eluded me. When I was younger things happened that showed me 
saying, “I love you” when said by people has very little meaning. This caused me to use 
the word love very little or not at all. I was also very dyslexic making it almost impossible 
for me to read the Bible for myself until I was 13. I had to rely on the words of others 
and hope that they were telling me what was actually written in the Bible. However, God 
is good. God opened my eyes and showed me what love truly is. It is not the words of 
man but the gift of God. Having a husband and daughter have truly opened my eyes to 
what love is. God has blessed me more than I ever thought or deserved. 

Jesus loved us so much that he came to die on a tree that He made. When this 
truly sank in later on in life I realized how much love meant. The world does not have 
love for us. We are enemies of the world, which is very clear right now. My hope is only 
found in God not in the World. God is always good. Instead of Hell, which I deserve, 
God saved me and that is amazing. 
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