
December 2019 Meridian Life Letter
by Josh King

Meridian Church,

Dearest saints, I thank our God and Father for you. It is my joy and honor to 
serve you. As each year passes my gratitude grows to our Father for His goodness and 
mercy toward us. May He continue to magnify the name of Christ in us. May He do so in 
the things we present in this letter.

Our December fellowship meal and business meeting is always full of joy and 
considerations. The fellowship, always sweet, seems especially rich at this time. The 
spread is always thick and delicious. Additionally, this year the business will be a bit 
thicker. Please read through the letter carefully and speak with an elder if you have any 
questions. 

Membership

Chris Campbell desires to covenant as a member of this body. You can find her 
testimony attached. Concerning her:

The elders recommend that Chris Campbell be welcomed into full fellowship with 
this body.

Also, Cody Evans seeks to join in covenant fellowship with us by baptism. His 
testimony is attached. Concerning him:

The elders recommend that Cody Evans be baptized and thereupon welcomed 
into full fellowship with this body.

Church Documents

At our September meeting the elders presented several documents for 
discussion and to be recommended at our December meeting. These have been 
available on our website and at the church building. If you have not reviewed these we 
ask that you do so.

Concerning the updated and revised version of the church’s Elder Confession of 
Faith with Scripture references:

The elders recommend that the revised Elder Confession of Faith be adopted by 
our fellowship as the official teaching of our fellowship and the standard by which 
elders are held accountable. 
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If approved, the elders will further make the recommendation that article 29 be 
revised to add the words indicated in italics.

“29. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
We believe that our Savior Jesus Christ has instituted the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. Christ instituted earthly and visible bread as a sign of His body 
and wine as a sign of His blood. By these He testifies to us His body was broken 
for us and His blood pour out for the remission of our sins. 

We believe baptism and church membership are prerequisites for participation in 
the Supper. We receive this sacrament solely as a congregation of the people of 
God, through faith, reverently remembering, joyfully celebrating, eagerly 
anticipating and partaking of the grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

A new constitution has been presented that combines the previous constitution 
and by-laws into one document, better organizes them, updates our name, and clarifies. 
Concerning the constitution:

The elders recommend this constitution be adopted and supersede all prior 
resolutions, precedents, and actions of the church not in harmony with its 
provisions.

In the article “Communion and the Keys” the elders argued that greater diligence 
be taken to ensure that we faithfully present the gospel in how we observe communion 
by requiring guests to first speak with an elder. Therein this recommendation is put 
forward:

The elders recommend that any guests who are visiting our fellowship, who consider 
themselves brothers or sisters in Christ, and want to partake of communion with us, first 
visit with an elder.

Finances

The 2020 Proposed Budget has been made available for your review. It’s the 
biggest budget we’ve ever put forward since I’ve been here. It also has the largest 
allocation and percentage given to kingdom work outside our fellowship. Last year we 
put forward the biggest budget to date, with the thought that we would be spending 
down some surplus. God has provided such that we have approximately sixty-thousand 
more dollars in the bank at this point than we did last year. I’ll run through the major 
changes to it by each heading.

Under “Missions and Ministries.” We have tripled what we previously gave to 
Christ-Centered Churches and doubled what was allocated to Charis. We also decided 
to fully fund our deacon’s account instead of slowly letting it build to the desired amount 
of $5000. The “Jackson County Plant” is in reference to our hope for David Burks to 

Page  of 2 5



plant a church next spring. The funds could be used flexibly to both provide for David 
and for any expenses they might have.

“Staff” increases include an increase in the pastor’s package, continuing 
education, and ministerial expenses. “Administration” increases are to provide for 
supplies for the catechism class (Meridian Kids) and for license to design software for 
social media.

Concerning “Building and Grounds” besides increases in utility costs, insurance, 
and supplies, the major expenditures will be to replace all the old windows (28 of them!) 
and to replace all the double glass doors as well as three other doors with panic 
hardware. A security system is also to be purchased.

If you want more details or have any questions concerning the budget please let one of 
the elders know. That said,

The elders recommend that the 2020 Proposed Budget be approved as 
presented.

On behalf of the elders,

 Grace and Peace,

Josh
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Chris Campbell’s Testimony

This is my story of how Jesus Christ rescued my life, changed me, and sustains my faith in Him 
as I often read the New Testament which testifies of Christ. 

In high school, I was a nice, sweet, friendly girl. As a senior at a student assembly, I was 
awarded a certificate designating me as Miss Smile for the school. But I had a secret sin and 
frequently I was not smiling on the inside. Although I had little exposure to religion, I 
experienced shame and guilt as a result of sinful thoughts. 

After graduation, I was not looking for God at all, but God cared for me and He came looking for 
me. A friend invited me to church with her. In the weeks I went with her, I heard messages about 
God's love—that God showed His love by sending His only Son to earth to die on a cross for 
me, a sinner. That sounded too good to be true. How could God love a sinner like me? 

One Sunday night at church I prayed that somehow God would show me He truly loved me. 
God answered that prayer rather quickly and in an unusual way. While driving home from 
church that night, a drunk driver turned in front of us. Just before we; collided, a scary thought 
came to my mind: Oh no, I am going to die and go to hell because I do not really know Christ! 
(Matthew 7:22-23). To my surprise and relief we were not hurt at all, even though we did not 
have our seat belts on. The drunk driver I was taken away in an ambulance. Also, a couple from 
the same church was in the car behind us on their way home. They immediately comforted us. 
Through all this I got the overwhelming sense of God’s loving presence surrounding me, 
showing He loved me. When I arrived home that night, I knelt in my room and prayed, “Okay, 
Jesus, okay.” I merely trusted what I had heard a at church about Christ from the Bible. I put the 
full weight of my trust only in Christ’s atoning work on the cross: His blood sacrifice there 
(Hebrews 9:22) as the complete substitute for my sins (Hebrews 10:10–18), whereby Christ 
rescued me from the just sentence of hell (Matthew 7:13, 14) and secured a place for me in 
heaven with himself and the Father (Philippians 3:20, John 14:1–3, 6).

With my simple prayer of trust, I gave my heart and life to Christ and became His follower. At 
that moment, Christ entered my life, assuring me that I was loved and accepted by God. He 
cleansed my conscience of shame and guilt. Christ’s love and friendship changed me 
immediately. He made me a new person so that I gave my life to Christ. It was not a process, it 
was a miracle (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Thirty-five years later, I still delight in following Christ, and Christ continues to bless me with a 
relationship with Himself and with God the Father (John 14:6, 23). Christ keeps on giving me a 
heart that wants to trust, obey, and honor Him in my thoughts, words, and deeds; to love my 
neighbor as myself, and to be zealous for good works to bring pleasure to this God who has 
been so merciful to me. My Christ is the Christ of the New Testament, the Christ of historical, 
biblical Christianity, which Christians worldwide have believed for nearly 2,000 years. He is so 
awesome and wonderful to know and experience.
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Cody Evan’s Testimony

This last year of my life has been a life-changing one. Many things happened I thought never would. Life 
is complicated and never goes according to the plans we set for ourselves.
Christianity has been a part of my life since I can remember. The biggest influencer of my childhood was 
my father. He instilled the basic values of what it means to be a Christian as it relates to the treatment of 
others. He taught  me to love the people in my life, to be kind and respectful in everything I do. I was 
originally a member of West Side Christian Church. West Side is part of the Disciples of Christ 
denomination. In 9th grade we switched over to First Christian Church of Duncan due to the declining 
youth population of West Side.

During this this period of my life I was heavily involved in youth group and mission work throughout the 
summer months. FCC was a great church to grow up in and still has some of the most godly people I’ve 
ever met but the foundation of their belief I now know is fundamentally a fraud. After 4 years of heavy 
involvement in the church youth program I was told that I had to take a break and come back when I was 
older. So I left church almost altogether due to the fact they didn’t have a place in the church for college 
age followers. Without any proper guidance or regular study I began to distance myself from the Word 
and the ideas of the church. Also at this time I was working full time and going to Cameron full time as a 
biology major so my mind was preoccupied with work and study. 

Through my occupation at the time, I met a friend who was looking for a roommate and made the move 
from my mother and father’s house to a sub-standard apartment. It was during this time that I had my first 
encounters with drugs and alcohol. After 4 months of sinful living I grew tied of the constant haze of that 
lifestyle and longed to to return to church. I then attempted to return to FCC but, felt like I had no place 
there. It was during this period that I connected with Chris Rochell. One day at the gym I just happed to 
run into him. We had known each other through a mutual friend in high school. He invited me into his 
home and reminded me what it was like to be in a safe and Christ centered environment. It was though 
Chris that I discovered reformed theology and Meridian Church. Chris had reignited my passion for the 
Word though the more logical and concrete ideals of reformed theology .

By this time I had taken a a break from college due to money constraints and had started managing a 
GNC in Duncan. I was also fortunate enough to have been able to remove myself from the negative 
environment and move back in with my mother and father. It wasn’t long after I was able to save up 
enough to get a house of my own.

Working at GNC provides me great opportunities to brighten peoples lives on a daily basis. At my 2 year 
mark I was offed the opportunity to transfer to another store to make more money and run more sales. It 
was this move that changed my life completely.

I met someone who I thought reflected everything I had been looking for in a women. This however was 
not the case and she tested my faith to its very core. I thank God that I had Chris and Rachel both to help 
me though this dark period of my life without them I do not know where I would be.

I spiraled deep into alcoholism, self loathing, and longing for female companionship. For months I went 
though life again in a haze and deep in depression. My heart was again being hardened to the dark things 
in life.  It was at this point that I pursued guidance from people within the church body on these issues 
and what steps needed to be taken to properly repent and turn away from my sins and work towards 
healing. I still struggle with these issues today but though prayer, study, and surrounding myself with 
people deep in the Word of God I have begun to breath fresh air again.
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