
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT BAPTISM

God gave two “visual aids” to Christians: baptism and communion.  
One is, in most cases, a one-time response to God, the other is 
celebrated on a regular basis.

After living in obscurity for thirty years, when Jesus was about to  
step fully onto the stage of history—the first thing he did was go to 
the Jordan River. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to  
be baptized by John.” (Matthew 3:13)

One of the last things Jesus said while still on earth was this, “Go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19)

Jesus was very clear about the importance of baptism for all people 
who wanted to follow Him. He didn’t make any exceptions, no one  
got a pass.

WHAT IS BAPTISM?
Baptism is an outward expression of an inward decision to follow 
Jesus. It is a picture of the cleansing of our sins by God. When the 
Apostle Paul was baptized he was told, “And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling  
on his name.” (Acts 22:16)  It is an act of faith that expresses 
obedience, humility and surrender.

HOW ARE BAPTISMS DONE?
The original word baptize means to “dip, plunge, submerge.”  
Jesus went to a river to be baptized because there was plenty of 
water there to do baptisms. There is complete agreement across 
Christianity that baptism in the New Testament was the immersion  
of a person in water—and that is our intent at Rolling Hills.

GET UP, BE BAPTIZED AND WASH YOUR SINS AWAY, CALLING ON HIS NAME. 
ACTS 22:16 



IS BAPTISM FOR INFANTS OR BELIEVERS?
There is no clear reference to infants being baptized in the New 
Testament. Baptism was, and is, for people who can believe, repent, 
and make a conscious decision to follow Christ. It is for someone old 
enough to recognize their sinfulness. When Peter preached a ser 
mon in Acts 2 and people were convicted, they asked Peter what  
they should do? “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one  
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) Three 
thousand people were baptized that day!

WHEN SHOULD SOMEONE GET BAPTIZED?
In the New Testament the pattern was that people were baptized 
immediately after deciding to follow Christ. In some cases it was in 
the middle of the night (a Roman soldier in Acts 16)! Baptism isn’t 
saying, “I have my life all together now.” We know we don’t—and that 
is why we need Christ’s forgiveness. It isn’t a declaration that I know 
the Bible well—we will be lifelong students of the Bible! It is simply 
saying, “I need God’s grace, and I want to follow Jesus.”

DO I HAVE TO BE BAPTIZED IN PUBLIC?
No, that is not stated in the New Testament.  Some of the baptisms 
seemed to have been very private (see Acts 8, 16). At Rolling Hills we 
don’t want to require more than the Bible does, or less than the Bible 
does.

DOES BAPTISM SAVE A PERSON?  
No, we are saved by God’s grace through Jesus’ payment for our sins.  
If someone is trusting something that happened to them as an infant, 
or a dunk in water to save them—that is a magical view of baptism. 
The Bible is clear that it is Jesus who saves. “He saved us, not because 
of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy... 
having been justified by grace.” (Titus 3:5, 7)  

I WANT TO BE BAPTIZED! WHAT’S NEXT?
Just reach out to one of the pastors at Rolling Hills, we would be 
thrilled and honored to help you with this step in your faith journey.  
Some baptisms are here at the church, others are in hot tubs, 
swimming pools, rivers or lakes. The place is not important!

SO IN CHRIST JESUS YOU ARE ALL CHILDREN OF GOD THROUGH FAITH, 
FOR ALL OF YOU WHO WERE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE CLOTHED 

YOURSELVES WITH CHRIST.  

GALATIANS 3:26, 27


