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To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20
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At A Glance
October
5– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
6– Building in use, 8:30 AM—1:00 PM
8– Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
15– Building in use, 12:00—5:00 PM
16– Building in use, 6:30 AM—2:00 PM
17– Memorial Service for Mary
Pedersen, 11:00 AM
19- Building in use, 6:00 PM
•
•
•
•
•
•

8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 AM Worship
Services (Mask only 9:15 in upper
building)
9:30 AM, Sunday adult class,
Worship Center
6:00 PM, Meal before Bible Study
6:30 PM, Men’s Bible Study, AC,
Contact Michael Costello,
970-260-6261
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study,
Worship Center, Contact Kari Dyson,
928-581-2735

•

6:00 PM Sunday night Youth
Group

November
2– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
3- Election Day—VOTE
11– Veterans Day
12- Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
15- Fellowship meal, 5:00 PM, pot luck
26- Thanksgiving
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM,
M-Th.
For more information on any event, go
to our website and click on calendar.
Then click on the event to get more
information.

http://
www.appletonchristian.org/
calendar

As we have been focusing on living our faith this year, I
am so excited to begin a new sermon series from Paul’s
letter to the Philippians.
When we become followers of Jesus Christ, we
immediately come into God’s good graces and are destined
to be blessed by a life full of joy and free of all hardship and
pain...right? Unfortunately, while that’s a popular belief, it’s
a major distortion of the gospel, which teaches that true
followers of Christ are practically guaranteed to experience
trials and tribulations in life! However, God has provided us
with ways to live in a Christlike manner even during the
most difficult times.
Drawing on the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Church of
Philippi in the Book of Philippians, as believers in today’s
day and age, we are able to discover just how we can shape
our lives after a variety of godly role models, accepting
divine control over our actions that can lead us to true peace
and joy. Each week of this series focuses on a chapter of
Philippians, emphasizing the importance of personal and
communal living in a manner that glorifies God, even during
hardships.
Providing a historical context with the early church and
the persecution the first Christ-followers suffered, this 4week series shows us how as believers we are intended to be
ambassadors of the gospel within loss, pain, and suffering as
much as success, generosity, and growth.
I hope you all can join us through this adventure though
Philippians.
I love you all. Dan

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).
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The Elders have created this section of the
newsletter to keep our members informed of
some of the events and projects on which we are
working.

While he was proclaiming the kingdom of heaven, Jesus made the powerful assertion that he was central to
it. He had the authority to judge and forgive. Our nation goes through hand-wringing to determine the opinions of Supreme Court Justices based on their opinions about what laws should or should not be permitted
or banned. Jesus’ qualifications were not his opinions, but his person and his character.
Jesus made a comforting promise:
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30)
I find it very comforting to know that the qualifications of my ultimate judge include gentleness. This statement that his yoke is easy and his burden light is a little startling. Is it easy to present myself a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1)? Is it a light thing to take up my cross—instrument of execution—on a daily basis
(Luke 9:23)? These seem hard, but there is a wonderful cloud of witnesses that makes them easy.
We have been told how the story ends, and we have seen pictures of how it ends well for people like us.
People who have done evil. People who deserve to die (Romans 3:23 & 6:23). It is easy for us because of
the witness of men like Abraham and the Son of Man, Jesus.
When Abraham was commanded to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, we all know that at the last moment, God provided himself the lamb for a burnt offering. The lamb that died in Isaac’s stead on the altar (Genesis 22).
When Jesus gave himself on the cross for our sins, we know that he rose again and was seen by many witnesses (1 Corinthians 15). It is much easier for us to present ourselves a living sacrifice and to take up an
instrument of execution, because we have been told how the story ends. We have seen that when we look
into our judge’s face, we see the savior of the world.
No matter who ends up sitting on the Supreme Court of the United States of America, they will judge the
people and issues that come before them by a burdensome law written in so many books that it would be
hard for anyone to read it all, much less to memorize and live by it. I am grateful that my final judge has
revealed that he is gentle and lowly. He is a giver of an easy yoke and a light burden, and he will judge us
all by the invitation that whosoever will may live in his grace and mercy (John 3:16, Acts 2:21, etc.)
Michael Costello, Elder

He (whom God has saved from the Pit) shall
pray to God, and He will delight in him,
He shall see His face with joy,
For He restores to man His righteousness. JOB 33:26
The power of prayer is evident throughout the Bible. The
effect it has on us individually and the impact it can have on nations are profound.
Whenever we open our hearts to God, He hears our prayers and gives us direction.
So may we as a nation come together in prayer, humbly walk in God’s ways, and
earnestly seek His guidance. Then we will know His delight, find joy in His presence, and receive His favor.
(If My People, A Prayer Guide for Our Nation)
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October Mission of the Month

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a part of Samaritan's Purse. OCC collects shoeboxes filled with the
Gospel and gifts. These are delivered to children and youth in need around the world. Each shoebox is
an opportunity for the boy or girl to experience the Love of God in a tangible way, to hear the Gospel of
Jesus and to receive a follow-up 12 lesson discipleship program called "The Greatest Gift". In the program the children and youth learn scripture and how to pray and share the Gospel.
Last year (2019) nationally, 10.6 million shoeboxes were given out... this year (2020) the goal is 11
million shoeboxes!!! Last year at Appleton, we collected 142 boxes! This year we have 168 shoeboxes
that need to be filled with the love of Jesus... We can always get more boxes to fill!!!
How Can Each Of Us Participate?
PRAYER is the Key to the work of Operation Christmas Child (OCC). Please pray about the children
and youth receiving the boxes. Pray about your participation in OCC - filling a box or more. Pray about
what to put into your shoebox(es). Many miracles have happened as children and youth have received
just the right gift!
PLEASE pick up a box or boxes here at Appleton (available in upper and lower buildings). Pack them
with a special note, picture, if possible and gifts (Love of Jesus). Bring them back to Appleton during the
week of November 16-23 or before. Each box has a brochures included so you can choose a boy or girl
and the age from 2 to 14, along with ideas and suggestions of what to pack.
WRITE a check to Samaritan's Purse. There is a requested $9.00 donation per box that is critical as it
covers the shipping and other ministry expenses, such as for the 12-lesson program. You only need to
write one check to cover all the boxes you are sending ($9.00 multiplied by the number of boxes). You
can also pay the shipping donation online instead of writing a check in order to FOLLOW YOUR

BOX to the country the child lives in. Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ and follow the instructions....including where to place the bar code on the boxes...(same bar code times how many
boxes you are filling..)
If you want to participate, but can't get to the store or you like to shop online...You can
purchase a shoebox online for $25.00 at samaritanspurse.org/occ. Here you can choose a
boy or girl, age, and items to fill the box. Included in the $25.00 is the $9.00 shipping donation for each box and the ability to FOLLOW YOUR BOX to the country the child lives in..
During the past year, we have been collecting items for shoeboxes. In November we
will pack the left over shoeboxes with these items...hopefully with the boxes that each of you
pack plus these shoeboxes, we will be over 168 shoeboxes!!!

Thank you so much and God Bless you as you share the Gospel of Jesus found in John
3:16..."For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life." If you have any questions or need help,
please see or call Donna Jean Ganss at 970-640-8396...
"Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples"
Psalms 96:3
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Sowing the Seeds of Love…Despite
By Chaplain Michael A. Hernandez

As a young Christian in 1990, I’d only heard about biblical prophecy and certain 2 Timothy 3 aspects that we as the church could expect. I had no real understanding of end-time prophecy or last-day concepts. But having just accepted Jesus Christ beyond the concept of culturally driven traditional religion, I
recognized I had a long way to go. Still, many of my life’s selfish choices stemmed from those early
Christian years. Suffice it to say, I cannot claim to still be on a milk diet and cannot certainly act as if
I am.
While I have acquired a bit more knowledge, I recognize that knowledge doesn’t equate to wisdom
despite studies beyond Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. The question which I feel befalls upon seasoned believers is what are we doing with our amassed knowledge, let alone our bestowed wisdom?
So here we are in 2020, a year which has challenged us all, both within the church and within our
communities. Public mask mandates do not discriminate as both the church and the world reveal only
a set of peering eyes. The question however is are we walking by faith or by sight?
As I oftentimes intentionally sit within the community observing and spontaneously praying for oblivious passersby, I marvel at the convenient ignorance many people maintain, especially those within
the church. Have we forgotten our purposed calling? Are we simply wading through life and passing
time within our own personal agendas, be it our families, our work places, our communities, and within our church?
However diligent we may be striving to be, it’s obvious we live within times where social and political division is manifested via anger and violence within their purposed causes. Persecution and judgement runs more rampant than it ever has. Still and despite this, now more than ever we need to share
the hope of Christ and remain prayerful and obedient to biblical truths we hold dear. I oftentimes remind people for dramatic effect that this is not a test! Our testimonies are “live” and is being written
and recorded at this very moment. With this understanding, one must ask themselves what is the evidence of our good fruit as live participants within days likened to that of Noah?

Continued on page 5
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Consider the dramatic transition that has rippled over the past sixty years or so.
What we are witnessing are the seeds of social and immoral mutiny which have now come to fruition. The lines are no longer differing political sides of the aisle. Rather dare I say, issues and social
stances have downright become old-fashioned good vs. evil. The tragedy however is this glaring spiritual reality is not recognized by the majority. The bible teaches that “the time will come when people
will not tolerate healthy doctrine, but with itching ears will surround themselves with teachers who
cater to their desires” (2 Tim. 4:3). Does this prophetic verse echo today’s society?
This seemingly enlightened generation sees the holy Word of God as nothing more than archaic literature, which blinded and hindered previous generations. This is after all, a new enlightened generation according to a wayward friend.
But this enlightened thinking did not begin within the recent Millennial or Generation-Z generation.
We as a country are simply reaping what we have sown over the past several decades. Consider the
consequences of what we have sown and what we are now reaping. The bible firmly tells us “Do not
be deceived, God will not be mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.” (Galatians
6:7).
EXAMINING WHAT WE HAVE SOWN
________________________________________________________________________
We have lost our biblical moral compass and inverted them with values of
secular convenience. We have eradicated the concept of sin and replaced it
with a perspective that resists and balks against any ideologies of moral taboo. We have corrupted the truth of the Word of God and called it spiritual
enlightenment. We have worshiped other gods and called it multiculturalism. We have endorsed perversion and called it alternative lifestyle.
We have exploited the hopes of the poor and called it the lottery. We have
worshiped other gods and called it the religion of our choice. We have
judged and ignored the needs of the poor and called it financial wisdom. We
have rewarded idle and lazy hands and called it welfare. We have systematically killed countless innocent unborn babies and called it choice. We
Continued on page 6
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have neglected to discipline and correct our children in the name of enriching their self-esteem. We have refused to label the gender of our newborn so
they may have the option of determining their own sexuality and freely alternate within this choice as they so choose. We have tailored and rewritten
the laws of the land and called it political interests. We have coveted our
neighbor’s possessions and called it capitalism and ambition. We have polluted our air with perversion and pornography and called it love and expression. We have utilized media, sports and entertainment to promote our own
special-interests giving no thought to the sanctity of truth and the greater
good. We have twisted the values of our countries foundational beliefs as
written by our forefathers and villainized and framed them as an archaic
and uncivilized generation. We have heralded our tailored versions of values
and overlaid them upon the values of generation’s pasts. We are attempting
to rewrite the laws of the land in an effort to legislate hate when issues of the
heart can only be measured by the wisdom of the Lord.
________________________________________________________________________
And so it begins with us. We have forgotten the verse which prompts us to ask, “Examine me, O God,
and know my mind; test me, and discover my thoughts. Find out if there is any evil in me and guide me
in the everlasting way. (Psalm 139:23-24)
As it pertains to the church…
Are we as the church living and expressing the reason for our hope (beyond Sunday morning)? Are we
truly living as the light and the salt of the world? Although the stain of sin upon mankind extends into
every part of our lives including our own, from family to co-workers to strangers within our community, there is an eternity placed upon every heart that resides within our still beating hearts.
Consider every person tethered to you in whatever personal or estranged manner. Is there someone you
can reach out to if only to ask how you may pray for them? Is there someone whose shoulder you can
place your hand upon and speak as the Holy Spirit leads? Is there something you abhor and ignore that
Continued on page 7
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dare I suggest, are you simply spiritually dead weight here on earth awaiting eternity?
I find myself reminding people that their continued existence and presence here on earth is evidence
that God is not done with them yet! How then can today be spiritually more productive than yesterday? How then will tomorrow be more spiritually fruitful than today? Brothers and sisters, do not
simply let the days of the days/weeks/months/years blend together to equate to lukewarm fruit despite
your salvation. As new testament teaches, let us then strive and persevere to finish well. Brothers and
sisters, I will say it again, the harvest is riper than it has ever been. Let us not blur within those in the
harvest who do not know the hope of the Gospel.
Until Next Time…
Feel free to share your thoughts regarding this article:
Michael A. Hernandez
Chaplain
Mesa County Jail Ministry
hisservant2000@gmail.com
Last October, 2019, Appleton Christian Church gave away gift bags to new homeowners in the Housing Resources subdivision. These homeowners must contribute 30 hours a week to build their own homes and
many of us in the church volunteered time to help. Often we do not hear the results of our Christian ministry,
so I wanted to share a letter that came one year later. Thank you to all who worked, prayed, contributed and
packed the gift bags. Your service saved a life. Nancy Hagerman

This is K. and I built a house in the Housing Resources subdivision. I’m not sure if
you remember me or not, as I only met you a couple of times. Anyways, last night
I came across the book you put in the gift bag when I moved in. It was packed
away. The Lord knew exactly when I needed to find it. I have been in a severe depression the past few months. I have lost my business. My boyfriend who I truly
thought God brought into my life left me because he couldn't deal with my depression. I really truly felt like giving up on life. I spent the whole night reading your
story, and just spending time with Jesus praying and praising! Your story left me in
tears. Very touching and such a testimony as to how wonderful He is! I had strayed
away from Jesus the past few years, but now I have fully opened my heart to Him
again! Just wanted to say thank you, and God bless!”

Go to our website and click on calendar. Then click on any event to get more information.
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Contact Us:
Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Elders:

elders@appletonchristian.org
Dan Baker 822-2717
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Michael Costello 260-6261
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
Doug Steiner 250-9900
djsteiner@acsol.net
Kevin Vig 216-7993
boomer1063@acsol.net
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair
jewilson@frontier.net

Diaconate:

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Barb Easlick 330-417-0617
barbeaslick@gmail.com
Nancy Hagerman 241-0858
hagerman@acsol.net
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
lyo582@yahoo.com
Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733
damjammin2000@yahoo.com
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
davidrmack@hotmail.com
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
messamerdad@gmail.com
Barb Robinson 208-4981
canyonrn49@gmail.com
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair
warrior24@acsol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
Lacey Weber 210-5361
ladyweber82@gmail.com
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907
charjz1948@icloud.com

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Prayer card on Sunday (check the box
to be included in the weekly email
distribution);
OR email
prayers@appletonchristian.org/
OR call
Nancy @970-241-0858 or
Michael H. 720-498-7944.
For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

October Teams
4-Vig/Steiner
11– Baker/Costello
18-Dyson/Easlick
25-Pifer/Weber

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
First Service Communion Servers

October
4-Saul Tompkins
11-Jack Costello
18-Connie Fudge
25-Levi Willis

November
1-Saul Tompkins
8-Jack Costello
15-Connie Fudge
22-Jim Rogers
29-Levi Willis

First Service

GREETERS

Second Service

October

4-Jim Rogers
11-Brian Waggoner
18-Charlotte Zangerle
25-Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin

November
1-Wanda Archer
8-Jim Rogers
15-Brian Waggoner
22-Charlotte Zangerle
29-Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin

Communion & Offering Meditation
First Service
Second Service
October
4-Brian Waggoner
11-Alan Dyson
18-John Wilson
25-Josh Vig

October
4-Michael Costello
11-Jenny Nichols
18-Chris Weber
25-Josh Vig

November
1– Brian Waggoner
8-Alan Dyson
15-John Wilson
22-Josh Vig
29-Levi Willis

November
1-Doug Steiner
8-Michael Costello
15-Jenny Nichols
22-Josh Vig
29-Levi Willis

October

4-Doug & Jan Steiner
11-Yvette Caldwell
18-Jenny Nichols
25-Levi Willis

November
1-Donna Jean Ganss
8-Kathy/Kelly Messamer
15-Connie/Louis Martinez
22-Becca Greene/Cris Hoche
29-Doug & Jan Steiner

October Prayer Families and Schools
4-Christopher Janzen
Mindy and Steve Jelinek
Caprock Academy
11-Ed and Janie Johlman
Jim Kellogg
Appleton Elementary
18-Chris/Kim/Grant King
Paul and Gloria Kugler
Broadway Elementary
25– Jennifer/Lee//Larissa Larsen
Keith Kump
Chatfield Elementary

Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
jeanne@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
www.appletonchristian.org

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.
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Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the Subject line. Thank you.

Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

