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To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20
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“Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do,”
1 Chronicles 12:32

When the writer of 1 Chronicles was listing those in each tribe of Israel that served King David it listed the
men of Issachar and made the comment that they had understanding of the times, and that helped them know what
Israel ought to do.
This last week I was blessed to attend a “Micro-Consultation” with Dr. Thom Rainer from Church Answers. I
had met Dr. Rainer as a guest instructor in my first doctoral class at Southeastern Baptist Seminary. Dr. Rainer has
an extensive background in consulting with churches to help them grow. He has authored 27 books, including
I Am a Church Member and Simple Church.
Two major resources that they prepared for the session was a summary of the survey several of you filled out
for Appleton Christian and a Percept Report for our Valley. By reviewing these instruments, we were able to get a
better “understanding of the times at Appleton” and in our Valley, helping us “know what Appleton Christian ought
to do.”
I will be digesting much of the information in greater detail with the elders and deacons (and whoever would
like to read through them), however, I wanted to share a couple of significant items that we can all pray about and
anticipate ways that Jesus’ church here on I 70 Frontage Road can do to empower His Kingdom and reach the Lost of
this Valley.
First, according to a summary of the 57,795 households in our Valley, Faith Receptivity and Religious Preference are both very low.
Faith Receptivity – the likely faith involvement level and preference for historic Christian religious affiliations is very low when compared to national averages.
Religious Preference – in the study area, 77.7% of the households are likely to express a preference for some
particular religious tradition or affiliation, well below the national average of 85.1%.
What does this mean for us here in the Valley? This does not say people are against God, it just says that
there is not very much involvement in church and even then, the inclinations of the population are less tied to particular religious traditions. So… “The fields are ripe for the harvest” (John 4:35). The Valley is wide open for us to
share.
The second detail actually didn’t come as a surprise to me. In the area of community issues;
Which household concerns are unusually high in the area? Concerns which are likely to exceed the
national average include: Neighborhood Gangs, Achieving Educational Objectives, Affordable Housing, Adequate
Food, Parenting Skills and Day-to-Day Financial Worries. As an overall category, concerns related to Hopes &
Dreams are the most significant based upon the total number of households and comparison to national averages.
There are a lot of challenges in the Grand Valley that our church can help with, the greatest of these is sharing
the Hope of Jesus Christ with those who are struggling with their Hopes & Dreams. As Peter wrote in
1 Peter 3:15-16, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander.

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, my heart is full for those who are without Christ in this
Valley, and my mind is racing with ideas and the desire to bring the love and hope of Christ to those
who need it. Please be in prayer as we consider ways to share His Hope with this Valley.
I love you all, Dan
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We are excited to be offering a new
members class to anyone who would like
to know more about Appleton Christian
Church, why we are here and what we
believe.
We have been blessed with many
new faces that God has been sending our
way, and we feel that it would be good for
us to introduce ourselves in a more
complete way and in an environment that
fosters communication and a view into our
hearts.
The sessions will be held down in
the Activity Center for three Sundays
(October 6, 13, and 20) starting at 9:30.
We will have coffee and something to
nibble, and some of the best people in the
Valley,… YOU.
You don’t have to be a new member
to attend the class, we are inviting
everyone to join us and get excited
together as we see the hand of our Savior

All Church Work Day to spruce up the church
buildings and campus.
Some of the projects include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge trimming
Branch trimming
Weeding
Cleaning lights
Replacing water-damaged ceiling tiles in AC
Fixing/cleaning gutters
Fixing broken chairs
Storage room organization
Preparing and serving lunch
Painting?

If you are unable to help with the clean up, please
join us to encourage and pray for our group.
Contact Josh Vig or Jeanne Baker, or any of the
other deacons

There have been “worship wars” in the church for a
very long time. I have heard arguments about the
style, volume, arrangement, and even the particular
wording of various songs. I have no interest in refighting the worship wars in an article. But when I saw
this cartoon, I first laughed, then asked myself the
question “What does it mean to worship?”
I have never met anyone who argues that worship is supposed to be all about them, but rather the
way that they worship feels more or less natural depending on the format of worship that they find themselves in. In other words, if I find myself in a more traditional style of worship, like the one I grew up in, then I
FEEL relaxed and able to participate. If, on the other
hand, I find myself in a contemporary service with instruments and songs I am not used too I FEEL unable to participate, an outsider if you will. So
what is worship, and how should I go about it?
The dictionary defines worship as, the feeling or expression of reverence and adoration
for a deity.” Paul in Romans seems to define worship this way, “Therefore, brothers and sisters,
in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God; this is your true worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing,
and perfect will of God.” (Rom. 12:1-2)
Worship, it seems to me is both an admission of the greatness of our God, and a sacrifice of ourselves to this perfect and holy God. C.S. Lewis says it this way
But the most obvious fact about praise – whether of God or anything – strangely
escaped me. I thought of it in terms of compliment, approval, or the giving of
honor. I had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows in praise
….The world rings with praise – lovers praising their mistresses, readers their favorite
poet, walkers praising the countryside, players praising their game …. I think we
delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but
completes the enjoyment; it is appointed consummation. (C.S. Lewis, Reflections
on the Psalms (New York:Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1958), 94-95.
In other words, we worship God because he is the only thing worthy of our praise. We praise
so many things in so many ways because of they way they make us FEEL. But when we come
to God it’s different, we worship Him not because of how we feel but because of who he is.
As I truly delight in my God, the format takes a back seat to the object.
I am still not good at this. I like a certain type of worship style. What I am getting better
at though, is seeing the beauty and majesty of the one true God that inspired the great hymn
writers to pour out their praises in the songs of my youth, as well as the grace and compassion
that motivates so many of the worship writers of today to create anthems of praise to our
God. When I limit my approach to God based on my feelings, I am finding out more and
more that I unintentionally begin to worship the god of me and not the true God. I do not
plan on abandoning the songs of my heart, but I also do not plan on missing out on other
songs of praise as I continually search for ways to shout the praises of my God in response to
his glory and goodness. Just something I have been thinking about. What are your thoughts?
Blessings,
Alan

Mission of the Month
Missionary Prayer Planners are
available in the Welcome Center
of the Worship Center. The
Planners have information on all
of the missions ACC supports.
Pick one up Sunday (or have a
pdf emailed to you) to help with
praying for our missions.

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a part of Samaritan’s Purse. OCC collects shoeboxes filled with the
Gospel and gifts and delivers them to children and youth in need around the world. Each shoebox is an opportunity for the boy or girl to experience the love of God in a tangible way, to hear the Gospel of Jesus, and
receive a follow-up 12-lesson discipleship program, "The Greatest Gift". In the program, the children and
youth learn scripture and how to pray and share the Gospel. In 2018 nationally, 10,623,776 shoeboxes were
distributed to children and youth in 112 countries. Locally in the Grand Valley, over 10,000 shoeboxes have
been distributed. Over the past 25 years of OCC, 168 million shoeboxes have been distributed in 150 countries.
So how do we participate?
Prayer is the key to the work of OCC. Please pray about the children receiving the boxes. Pray about
your participation in OCC. Pray about what to put into your shoebox. Many miracles have happened
as children and youth have received just the right gift!
Please pick up a box or boxes here at Appleton. Pack them with a special note, picture, if possible, and
the Love of Jesus. Bring them back to Appleton during the week of November 18-24, 2019, or before. Our boxes already have a brochure included so you can choose a boy or girl and the age (from 2
to 14), along with ideas and suggestions of what to pack.
Write a check to Samaritan’s Purse. There is a requested $9.00 donation per box that is critical as it covers the shipping and other ministry expenses, such as the 12-lesson program. You only need to write
one check to cover all the boxes you are sending ($9 multiplied by the number of boxes).
If you want to participate but can’t get to the store or like to shop online, you can purchase a shoebox online
for $25 at samaritanspurse.org/occ. One advantage of buying a shoebox online is the ability to Follow Your
Box. You can also pay the shipping donation online instead of writing a check in order to Follow Your Box
to the country the child lives.
During the past year, we have been collecting items for shoeboxes and in November we will pack more shoeboxes with these items.
Thank you and God bless you as you share the Gospel of Jesus found in John 3:16—For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life. Questions? Please see or call Donna Jean Ganss at 970-640-8396.
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October
6– New Member class at 9:30 AM
7- Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
10- Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
13– New Member class at 9:30 AM
13- Mission Team Meeting, noonish
19– Church work day, 8:00 AM –1:00 PM
20– New Member class at 9:30 AM

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8:00 and 10:30 AM Worship Services
9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K.,
Activities Center
6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Group, MPR,
Activities Center
6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study, Old Testament
Survey
6:30 PM Tuesday nights Financial Peace
6:00 PM Sunday night Youth Group

November
4– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
14-Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
17– Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal, 5:00 PM
28– Thanksgiving
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-TH.
For more information on any event, go to our website
and click on calendar. Then click on the event to
get more information.

http://www.appletonchristian.org/calendar
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Contact Us:

Diaconate:

Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Elders:

elders@appletonchristian.org
Dan Baker 822-2717
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Michael Costello 260-6261
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
Doug Steiner 250-9900
djsteiner@acsol.net
Kevin Vig 216-7993
boomer1063@acsol.net
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair
jewilson@frontier.net

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Barb Easlick 330-417-0617
barbeaslick@gmail.com
Nancy Hagerman 241-0858
hagerman@acsol.net
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
lyo582@yahoo.com
Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733
damjammin2000@yahoo.com
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
davidrmack@hotmail.com
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
messamerdad@gmail.com
Barb Robinson 208-4981
canyonrn49@gmail.com
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair
warrior24@acsol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
Lacey Weber 210-5361
ladyweber82@gmail.com
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907
charjz1948@icloud.com

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Include on your bulletin prayer card on
Sunday (check the box to be included
in the weekly email distribution);
OR email
prayers@appletonchristian.org; OR
call Paul @242-8904, or
Nancy @241-0858 or Michael H. 720498-7944.
For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

October Teams
6-Kugler/Messamer
13-Pifer/Weber
20-Vig/Steiner
27-Baker/Costello

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
First Service Communion Servers

October
6-Saul Tompkins
13-Mark Murrell
20-Connie Fudge
27-Jack Costello

November
3-Jim Rogers
10-Craig Spoering
17-Steve Moseley
24-Saul Tompkins

GREETERS

First Service
October
6-Mark & Jennifer Murrell
13-Eldon & Daphne Bevill
20-Charlotte Zangerle
27-Jeanne Baker
November
3-Sandy Calkins
10-Cheryl Cole/Judy Devine
17-Peggy Moseley
24-Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson

Communion & Offering Meditation
First Service
Second Service
October
6-Dave Sloan
13-Josh Vig
20-Alan Dyson
27-Dan Baker

October
6-Jenny Nichols
13-Josh Vig
20-Doug Steiner
27-Michael Costello

November
3-Brian Waggoner
10-Dave Sloan
17-Josh Vig
24– Alan Dyson

November
3-David McElfresh
10-John Wilson
17-Josh Vig
24-Jenny Nichols

Second Service
October
6-Yvette Caldwell
13-Brett/Debbie McDonald
20-Kelly Messamer
27-Donna Jean Ganss
November
3-Rebecca Greene/Cris Hoche
10-Doug/Jan Steiner
17-Yvette Caldwell
24– Jenny Nichols

October Prayer Families and Schools
6–Dick & Linda Mann
Bill & Jan Martin
Juniper Ridge Community School
13-Louis & Connie Martinez
Ed McClure
Mesa Valley Community School
20-Brett & Deb McDonald
David & CC McElfresh
Career Center
27–David & Lorna McIlnay
Ron & Sandy Meade-Calkins
Grand River Academy

Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
jeanne@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
www.appletonchristian.org

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar
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Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the Subject line. Thank you.
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