
 

 

October 2018 

T H E  A P P L E  
P R E S S  

The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets 
WEDNESDAY mornings at 6:45 in the 
Activities Center foyer.  Please contact 
Karen Vejraska (970-242-8904 or 
email (kmvejraska@acsol.net) for 
more information. 
 
The Diaconate is serving the evening 
meal and distributing coats at 
Homeward Bound on Saturday, 
October 6.  Meet at 4:30 PM at 2853 
North Avenue.  Contact Aleta Beaslin 
with any questions, 245-5009. 
 
Saturday, October 20, 8:00 AM to 1:00 
PM, Church Work Day.  Come help 
clean up the campus and buildings.  
See page 3.  Contact Josh Vig. 
 
Family Health West/Courtyard Care 
Center worship service is October 
21 at 3:30 PM.  If you would like to 
help, contact Pastor Dan. 
 
Chili, Cornbread, and Pie Cook-off, 
Saturday, November 3.  See page 4.  

 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
ends November 4 

  To grow fully devoted  
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

He Can’t Grow It, If You Don’t Sow It! So, Throw It! 
 
 One of the most know parables of Jesus is the sower and the 
seeds.  In Luke 8:11-15, we can read Jesus’ explanation to His disciples. 
 
“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 
Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes 
and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 
believe and be saved. Those on the rock are the ones who receive the 
word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe 
for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way 
they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a 
crop. (Luke 8:11-15) 
 
 It is interesting to me that often, we look at this parable focusing 
on the soil, and those who are receiving the word of God.  Because, we 
are the soil… at least that is one way to look at it.  Actually, we are both 
the soil and the sower.   
 

We all hope that we are the good soil… being people of a noble 
and good heart and not only hearing the Word of God but retaining it.  
Notice, how Jesus finishes this description… that those who are of the 
good soil need to persevere in it to produce a crop.  We need to stay in 
the Word, study it, and let it enter our lives… persevere through the 
trials of life through the very Word of God.  Then we will be in a 
position to produce a crop. 

 
When you plant corn, one seed can grow one plant, and if that 

plant perseveres it will produce many ears of corn, that each have many 
kernels (seeds).  In this parable then, as we persevere, the Word grows 
in us and has the potential to be used to produce more believers… but it 
then needs to be sown. We can also consider ourselves the sower in this 
story.  I love that Christ shows the sower throwing seed everywhere.  
That is what we need to do as well.  We can never know the condition 
of the soil (that is often a heart issue in the person receiving the Word 
from you), but we are called to spread it out there, and let God let it 
grow.  As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I planted the seed and 
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants 
nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 
grow.”  My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to be the good 
soil and let the Word of God persevere in our lives, so that we will have 
the seed to sow.  We need to be the sower of the Word in this world, 
throwing it everywhere and relying on God.  Remember, He can’t 
grow it, if you don’t sow it, so throw it! 

I love you all, Dan 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org


 

 
2 

Children’s Ministry Update! 
 

 For those who don’t know, we have some 
amazing people serving in our Children’s 
Ministry. Every week, they are sharing the love of 
Jesus with the kids of this church. What an 
amazing opportunity that God has given them. 
 I wanted to take a minute to tell you about 
some upcoming changes to Children’s Ministry. 
Starting in October, we are blessed to have David 
and CC McElfresh joining the ministry on a more 
permanent basis. This will allow us to better 
minister to our kids by providing classes more 
closely suited to their ages. What does this mean? 
It means that we will now be having our kids split 
into pre-kinder/kinder, 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 grades. The 
students will still be dismissed during sermon 
time of second service and ready to be picked up 
right after second service is over. 
 Another change you may notice is that 
soon after second service is over, the students 
from the lower building will be escorted up to the 
upper building to be reunited with their families. 
Our hope is that this will allow you to build 
relationships and continue those wonderful 
conversations. Of course, you are always 
welcome to visit the lower building and pick up 
your kids, or even to see what Sunday School 

October 
1—Life Line Screening, see page 3 
6—Homeward Bound meal, see page 3. 
7—Fellowship Breakfast, CANCELED 
7—Life Chain, 840 North 11th Street, 2:00 PM 
20—All Church Workday, see page 3. 
21—Family Health West/Canyon Care Center  
 worship services, 3:30 PM 
24—Newsletter items due, 11:00 AM 
 
November 
3—Chili, Cornbread, Pie Cookoff, see page 4 
4—Daylight Saving Time ENDS, Fall Back 1 hour 
12-19—Operation Christmas Child Collection Week 
11—Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal 5:00 PM 
14—Newsletter items due, 11:00 AM 
21-22—Office Closed, Thanksgiving 

looks like.  If you have any questions please call 
Alan. 
 What can you do to help the kids and youth 
of this church? I am so glad you asked. 
 
• Please pray for them all. The world 

that our kids and youth are growing 
up in is difficult and often scary. 
Please pray for their protection, but 
also that they will grow in faith and 
maturity in Christ. 

 
 
• Consider helping in the ministry. We need 

people willing to teach, be 
an assistant teacher, 
provide meals for youth, 
be a youth sponsor.  Ask 
Alan if you want to find 
out more about making a 
difference in the lives of 
our kids and youth. 

 
 Thank you for loving the kids of this 
church. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Alan 
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health screenings 
will be at Appleton Christian Church, Monday, 
October 1, 2018.  Ultrasound screenings to 
Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease 
include; Carotid Artery (plaque buildup-a 
leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak area in the 
main blood vessel that carries blood from the 
heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral 
Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in 
the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG 
to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) 
and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for 
men and women.  Being proactive about your 
health by knowing your risks helps you and your 
doctor address problems early. 
 
Register online TODAY at 
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 
and receive your  Community Circle discount 
and your Preferred Appointment! 
 
 

The annual Life Chain is on Sunday, October 7th.  
Gather at the Lutheran Church and School of 
Messiah, 840 North 11th St., at 2:00 PM.  We will 
spend the hour from 2:30 to 3:30 PM in silent 
prayer as we witness to the sanctity of human life 
and pray for an end to abortion.  We will join 
thousands of people across America who choose 
to take a public stand for life.  Life Chain began 
in 1987 in California and this is the 31st 
Anniversary of this national event.  For more 
information about the Life Chain, please check 
out their website at Lifechain.net. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Diaconate has planned an All Church Work 
Day to spruce up the church buildings and 
campus. 
 
Some of the projects include: 
 
• Hedge trimming 
• Branch trimming 
• Weeding 
• Cleaning lights 
• Replacing water-damaged ceiling tiles in AC 
• Fixing/cleaning gutters 
• Fixing broken chairs 
• Storage room organization 
• Preparing and serving lunch 
• Painting? 
 
If you are unable to help with the clean up, please 
join us to encourage and pray for our group.  Join 
us for our fellowship meal that day. 
 
 
Contact Josh Vig or Jeanne Baker, or any of the 
other deacons (see page 6 for list and numbers). 

 

Diaconate News 
Saturday, October 6, we meet at 4:30 PM at 
Homeward Bound, 2853 North Avenue, to serve 
the evening meal.  We will also be distributing 
coats.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome 
Center. 
 
Also, the Appleton’s Got Talent Show and 
Silent Auction has been postponed until 
Saturday, February 2, 2019.  Start planning your 
talent to share or item to auction.  Watch for 
details in weekly Applets and monthly The 
Apple Press newsletter. 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
Lifechain.net


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Jesus, our shepherd said that "My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me." (John 10:27) 
 Your elders are very blessed to be serving God with 
you all here at Appleton Christian.  Over the next several 
months, we will be using at least part of our Elder’s Corner to 
introduce ourselves to those in the body who may not have 
met us yet. 
 

 
 
 
 

Douglas Steiner 
 

Dearest Brothers and Sisters, 
 
My name is Douglas Steiner.  I’ve been an 
Elder here for the past several years and 
have a long history of being an Elder at 
Clifton Christian Church before coming to 
Appleton Christian. 
 
My background started in Longmont were I 
was born in my grandfather’s gas station, a 
month late at 10 pounds, 4 ounces.  It 
seemed that I was off to a quick start and 
my mother said I was full of energy from the 
moment go.   
 
I moved to Grand Junction when I was 
sixteen and met the most beautiful girl I 
thought was possible in looking through her 
girlfriend’s billfold in English class at Grand 
Junction High School.  That was 1959.  She 
was a preacher’s daughter and I fell madly 
in LOVE.  She helped me back into spiritual 
commitment for our Lord and Savior.  Two 
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The Elders have created this section of 

the newsletter to keep our members 

informed of some of the events and 

projects on which we are working. 

years later on January 22, 1961 (my 
birthday), we were married and had four 
daughters (one died at birth) and now 56 
years later, we all reside in town. 
 
Jesus called me into Eldership about 25 
years ago and I have been blessed beyond 
reason.  It isn’t that I’ve served all that time, 
but that I’ve been blessed all that time 
through serving others.  I’m getting older now 
and I’m not sure how much longer I can 
continue to serve at the level that is expected 
of an Elder.  I have had one stroke, three 
years ago, and then a heart attack on 
Christmas morning a year ago.  I’m sure our 
Good Lord will let me know when to retire. 
 
Till then, I still love to serve and hope the 
feeling is mutual through all of you. 
 
Doug 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chili, Cornbread, and Pie Cook-off 
Saturday, November 3, 2018 

Check in at 10:30 AM 
Tasting begins at noon. 

 
Prizes for 1ST, 2ND, and 3RD Place 

 
Contact Phyllis Bolsinger 

 
Watch for more details in the Applet. 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

Samaritan’s Purse has invited us to be a part of 
Operation Christmas Child.  OCC collects shoeboxes 
filled with the Gospel and gifts and delivers them to 
children and youth in need around the world.  Each 
shoebox is an opportunity for the boy or girl to 
experience the love of God in a tangible way, to hear 
the Gospel of Jesus, and receive a follow-up 12-
lesson discipleship program, "The Greatest Gift".  In 
the program, the children and youth learn scripture 
and how to pray and share the Gospel.  In 2017, 11 
million shoeboxes were distributed to children and 
youth.  Over past 25 years of OCC, 150 million 
shoeboxes have been distributed. 
 
So how do we participate?   
 

Prayer is the key to the work of OCC.  Please pray 
about the children receiving the boxes.  Pray 
about your participation in OCC.  Pray about 
what to put into your shoebox.  Many miracles 
have happened as children and youth have 
received just the right gift. 

 
Please pick up a box or boxes here at Appleton.  

Pack them with a special note, picture, if 
possible, and the Love of Jesus.  Bring them 
back to Appleton during the week of 
November 12-19, 2018, or before.  Our boxes 
already have a brochure which with you can 
choose a boy or girl and the age (from 2 to 14), 
along with a paper with ideas and suggestions 
of what to pack, as well as a donated tennis 
ball, hat, and bar of soap.  If you choose not to 
use the donated items, please leave them at 

church in the box labeled “Extra Items". 
 

Write a check to Samaritan’s Purse.  There is a 
requested $9.00 donation per box that is 
critical as it covers the shipping and other 
ministry expenses, such as the 12-lesson 
program.  You only need to write one check to 
cover all the boxes you are sending ($9 
multiplied by the number of boxes). 

  
If you want to participate but can’t get to the store, 
you can purchase a shoebox online for $25 at 
samaritanspurse.org/occ.  One advantage of buying a 
shoebox online is the ability to Follow Your Box.  
You can also pay the shipping donation online instead 
of writing a check in order to Follow Your Box. 
 
On Sunday, October 7, 2018, we will have the 
privilege of hearing Lydia Landry with OCC.  This 
past May and June, Lydia and Sandra Schalbrack 
(Gouge), participated in the distribution of the 
shoeboxes in Uganda.  Lydia is excited to share her 
experiences with the children and youth of Uganda. 
 
Thank you and God bless you as you share the 
Gospel of Jesus found in John 3:16—For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, 
that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life.  Questions?  Please see or call 
Donna Jean Ganss at 970-640-8396. 
 
Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous 

works among all the peoples.-Psalms 96:3  
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Missionary Prayer Planners 
are available in the 
Welcome Center of the 
Worship Center.  The 
Planners have information 
on all of the missions ACC 
supports.  Pick one up 
Sunday (or have a pdf 

emailed to you) to help with 
praying for our missions. 

samaritanspurse.org/occ


 

 

First Service Communion Servers 
October 
Jim Rogers 
Mark Murrell 
Open Spot 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

November 
Joe Zeni 
Dave McIlnay 
Jack Costello 
Open Spot 
(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 
in the weekly email distribution); OR 

email 
prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or Jason @314-

0456, or Nancy @241-0858. 

 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 

October 

7-Jack Costello 

14-Randy Pifer 

21-Doug Steiner 

28-Kevin Vig 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Scott Draper 250-7261 
swdraper@gmail.com 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 

Mark Vejraska 242-8904 
kmvejraska@ascol.net 

Kevin Vig 216-7993 
boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326 
jewilson@frontier.net 

 
 

 
Diaconate: 

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 

Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

David McElfresh 719-930-0012 
davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 

Josh Vig 623-5688 
warrior24@acsol.net 

Donna Ward 623-3665 
wardmom@fruitawireless.com 

Lacey Weber 210-5361 
ladyweber82@gmail.com 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 
October      October 
 7 Doug Steiner      7 Doug Steiner 
14 Mark Vejraska     14 Mark Vejraska 
21 Josh Vig     21 Josh Vig 
28 Dan Baker     28 Nancy Hagerman 
November     November 
 4 Scott Draper      4 Scott Draper 
11 David McElfresh    11 Malinda Lyons 
18 Dave Sloan     18 Jenny Nichols 
25 Doug Steiner     25 Doug Steiner 

GREETERS 
First Service    Second Service 
October     October 
 7 Mark & Jennifer Murrell   7 Doug & Jan Steiner 
14 Kelly Messamer   14 Kelly Messamer 
21 Dan & Karen Smith   21 Brett & Debbie McDonald 
28 Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin  28 Randy & Beth Pifer 
November    November 
 4 Eldon & Daphne Bevill    4 Jenny Nichols 
11 Sandy Calkins    11 Sandy Calkins 
18 Charlotte Zangerle   18 Doug & Jan Steiner 
25 Peggy Moseley   25 Brett & Debbie McDonald 

October Prayer Families 
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7—Jeff & Carolyn Takos 
Diana Taylor 

14—Saul & Wendy Tompkins 
Vicki Upson 

21—Mark & Karen Vejraska 
Louise Vig, Tammy Vig 
28—Kevin & Sandy Vig 
Brian & Heidi Waggoner 
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

OCTOBER 2018 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«ADDRESS 2» 
«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

