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Youth Group meets Wednesdays in the 
Activities Center at 6:00 PM.  Contact Pastor 
Alan at 970-242-7380, or 928-580-9856 cell, or 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org.  If you could 
assist on Wednesday evenings, please contact 
Pastor Alan.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Worship Center Welcome Center to bring 
snacks on Wednesdays. 
 
The Friday morning Ladies Prayer Group 
meets Friday mornings from 6:45 to 7:45 (note 
time change) in the Activities Center foyer.  
Questions—call Karen Vejraska at 970-242-
8904 or email kmvejraska@acsol.net. 
 
Discipleship groups are in full swing here at 
ACC.  If you’d like to join in, please contact 
Pastor Dan. 
 
ONLINE SHOPPING—Amazon donates 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to Appleton Christian Church.  
Check it out here:   
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0804641.  We 
received almost $35.00 last quarter. 
 
Our new website is almost ready...watch for 
the announcement! 

 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.  

John 13:13 

 

When Jesus was in the upper room, He washed His disciple’s feet.  They did 

not understand it and questioned Him.  He began to teach them with this first 

statement, “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ (or Master), and rightly so, for 

that is what I am.”  As I read this passage recently, I had to stop and think 

about it.  It is so easy to go on to the lesson of service, and miss the lesson of 

Jesus as our ‘Teacher’ and ‘Master’. 

 

We often consider Jesus in many different ways, as Savior, Friend, God the 

Son, the Lamb of God and even the Lion of Judah.  Jesus as Lord we 

acknowledge as His preeminence in our lives, yet the word for Lord is also 

“Master” and we do not always see it that way.  Jesus is our Master. 

 

I love what Oswald Chambers writes about this passage, “To have a master 

and to be mastered is not the same thing.  To have a master means that there is 

one who knows me better than I know myself, one who is closer than a friend, 

one who fathoms the remotest abyss of my heart and satisfies it, one who has 

brought me into the secure sense that he has met and solved every perplexity 

and problem of my mind.”  Jesus is our Master. 

 

Have you ever thought about the idea that Jesus never makes us obey, he 

never forces His will on us.  We are not mastered, but we have a Master.  

There have been many times in my life I would have liked my Master to make 

me obey…but He doesn’t.  There have been times when I would have liked 

Him to leave me alone, and He doesn’t do that either.  Jesus is our Master. 

 

Master brings the idea of obedience, and we don’t usually do very well with 

that word.  Yet in John 14:23, the obedience Jesus expects comes from the 

love we have for Him…“Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey 

my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make 

our home with him.”  Jesus is our Master. 

 

Chambers writes, “If our idea is that we are being mastered, it is a proof that 

we have no master; if that is our attitude to Jesus, we are far away from the 

relationship He wants.  He wants us in the relationship in which He is easily 

Master without our conscious knowledge of it, all we know is that we are His 

to obey.”  Jesus is our Master. 

 

I love you all, Dan 

———— 

Congratulations to Grandpa Dan and Grandma 
Jeanne on the births of Xelenie Mari and Magnus 
Arthur born Thursday, September 15 to James and 
Marisel Baker in Miami, FL.  Any day now, the Bakers 
are expecting the arrival of another grandson to be 
born to Jon and Monica Baker in NJ. 

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays .  You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org). 

At A Glance 

Our Mission 
To grow fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kmvejraska@acsol.net.?subject=Ladies'%20Prayer%20Group
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0804641
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
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This month’s 

question is, what 

advice would you give 

to a mother or father 

of little ones?  In 

other words, what do 

you wish someone 

had told you when 

your kids were growing up, that you can now tell 

others? Looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

Last month I asked for input on what you would do 

with the kids if you were new to the area.  Thanks 

Jennifer Murrell for these awesome tips.  I know my 

family is already planning on checking these out, 

hope yours does too. 

 

1. Check out the library: mesacountylibraries.org and 

look at the Kids page and events.  There are a variety 

of programs for all ages.  Story time, Lego time and 

Jr. Scientist programs are some of the best. 

 

2. Search the library catalog for "Check out State 

Parks:  Colorado library pass" you can check out a 

backpack filled with pamphlets about the state parks, 

binoculars and a FREE parks pass to use to get into 

the parks!! (Be aware of the return date-that's the only 

downside.  Since they're so popular and limited, it's 

$10/day late fee.) 

 

3. Go to Enstrom Candies downtown and watch them 

make their world famous toffee. 

 

4. Check out the John McConnell Math and Science 

Center-lots of fun things to do there.  http://

mathandsciencecenter.org 

 

5. Go to Graff Dairy on 29 Road for an inexpensive 

soft-serve cone.  Vanilla and chocolate are always 

available and they alternate a "flavor of the week." 

Most of the teens working there are from The House 

and are learning marketable skills. http://

www.thehousegj.org 

 

6. Ride or walk along the riverfront trail, take a picnic 

lunch or snacks and water. You're almost guaranteed 

to see blue herons and bunnies! 

http://riverfrontproject.org/trails 

 

7. Have fun at parks—Canyon View Park, Rocket 

Park, or Long Family Memorial Park walking, biking, 

throwing a ball or Frisbee...whatever! 

 

8. Check out the botanical gardens; there's a separate 

children's area. The first Friday of every month it's 

only $1/person fee. http://www.wcbotanic.org 

mesacountylibraries.org
http://www.enstrom.com/
http://mathandsciencecenter.org/
http://mathandsciencecenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Graff-Dairy-113606782056484/
http://www.thehousegj.org/
http://www.thehousegj.org/
http://riverfrontproject.org/trails
http://www.wcbotanic.org/


 

 

Last week I was blessed to preach on Genesis 3, The Fall 

of Man. I say blessed because once again, I was reminded 

about the plan of God, that from the beginning, while the 

bitter taste of the rebellious fruit was still lingering in the 

mouths of Adam and Eve, God announced that there was 

still hope. That the offspring of Eve would one day defeat 

the serpent and set things right. Of course, we know that 

the one talked about was Jesus himself. How wonderful 

are the plans of God, that even in the midst of tragedy, 

there is hope because his plans are perfect, deep, wise, 

unsearchable, and unfathomable. What a mighty God we 

serve. 

 

But the one aspect of Genesis 3 that has caused me many 

moments of thought are found in the answer of Eve. When 

asked if God said they could not eat from any tree in the 

garden (an obvious lie), Eve answered, “From the fruit of 

the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of 

the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 

‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.” 

There are a number of things that intrigue me about her 

statement, but the one thing that really stands out to me is 

that she doesn’t seem to know exactly what God said to 

Adam in Genesis 2. In God’s instruction to Adam, we find 

that God names the tree (the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil), and gives a warning (you shall not eat from it, 

for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” Yet 

when Eve answers the serpent, she doesn’t seem to have 

this information, at least not accurately. 

 

There might be other reasons for this, maybe Eve heard 

the warning from God and added to it herself. Maybe she 

didn’t think that the name was important. I don’t think that 

either of these are really what is happening here. After all, 

there was only this one warning in the garden; Eve had 

never known punishment, shame or fear so I see no reason 

for her to add an extra layer of protection to God’s simple 

command. Secondly, by not naming the tree she fails to 

tell the serpent the whole story about why they could not 

eat from it; I see no reason for this either. So what is 
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happening here, and why is it important? 

 

I think that what we see here is the first case where the 

word of God was handled carelessly and it leads to 

tragic and destructive consequences. I believe that 

Adam, in relating to Eve the one rule of the garden, 

was nonchalant about getting the words of God correct. 

I am not sure why, maybe he had no concern for 

accuracy, because he had nothing to fear before. 

Perhaps for sake of ease or expediency he simply 

relayed his understanding of the rule to Eve just to get 

it over with. I simply do not know. But what I do know 

is that by not having the full counsel of God, Eve was 

deceived and believed a lie. We can discuss the 

outcome of this and how it happened at length, but for 

me, the warning here is clear. Strive to be as accurate 

as possible when dealing with the Word of God. 

 

Too often, we rely on others to tell us what the words 

say, even when it is available to all of us. We are sure 

that the scriptures teach things, only to be surprised 

when we find out we are wrong. The Bible is the very 

word of our eternal and holy God, we should approach 

it with reverence, and awe, but in order to do that, we 

first simply must approach it. A survey recently 

reported that almost 1 in 5 churchgoers say they never 

read the Bible. Even while these same people claim 

that the Bible is God’s divinely inspired, inerrant 

message to us.1 

 

So what should we do? I don’t think it is that 

complicated. The first step is simple, read our Bibles. 

Make a plan to read the Bible daily and stick to it. Put a 

reminder on your phone, read it together as a family, 

schedule time in your day, but read the Bible daily. The 

Holy Spirit will guide us in proper understanding, but 

the first step in being able to tell others what God has 

said, is to know what God has said. If you would like 

to join me in a month of Bible reading, email me and 

let me know.  I will share with you my simple Bible 

reading plan for the month and we can hold each other 

accountable. 

 

Blessings to you all, and enjoy being filled with the 

Word of God. 

 

Pastor Alan 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

 
1Taken from the following article http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2015/

july/epidemic-of-bible-illiteracy-in-our-churches.html  

Where is Jesus in the Fall?

Genesis 3:15

mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org


 

 

An Encouraging Word 
from Scott Thompson 
 
 I’ve had several questions about prayer recently and it 
caused to me to do a lot of research on the subject, “What is 
prayer?”  Dr. Elmer Towns, Professor and Co-Founder of 
Liberty University, writes this; “Prayer is communication with 
God, requiring neither wisdom nor experience.  The weakest 
believer, like a simple child, can talk to the heavenly father.  
The poorest sinner, like an impoverished beggar, can reach 
out to God in prayer.” 
 I’ve heard people, pastors, and teachers, make prayer 
about secret formulas, cute acronyms, and special conditions.  
Dr. Towns says it best, "it is communication with God!” Jesus 
tells us to pray, as example the Lord’s Prayer, which gives us 
an idea of structure (Matt 11:25).  In Matt 6:5-6, he instructs us 
to pray in private.  James says in 5:13, we should pray in 
hardships and in 5:16 also says that prayer should be “fervent”.  
Jesus says in Mark 11:24, “we could ask for anything in his 
name and it would be given.”  1 John 2:1 says, “Jesus is our 
advocate with the father” and later in 5:14-15 states, “And we 
are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything 
that pleases him”.  And since we know he hears us when we 
make our requests, we know that he will give us what we ask 
for.  Col. 4:2 says we should devote ourselves to prayer, Phil. 
4:6 says we should pray about everything.  Finally one of my 
favorites, 1 Thes. 5:16-17 says, “Always be joyful.  Never stop 
praying.  Be thankful in all circumstances, this is God’s will for 
you who belong to Christ Jesus.”  Towns goes on to write 
“utterance of a prayer formula does not guarantee that a 
person’s prayer will be granted.” 
 What should we take away from all of these 
scriptures?  God wants us to communicate with him about 
everything, and all the time.  Prayer is not so much about 
formulas and order…as about the one we are communicating 
with.  The God of the all creation has called us to talk to him, 
about everything…and we can do it because of Jesus.  That 
should first of all make us thankful, awestruck with praise, and 
eager to communicate with him more!  First Peter 3:12 says, 
“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his 
ears are open to their prayers.  But the Lord turns his face 
against those who do evil.”  What does the last sentence 
mean?  Two other places, one in Mark 11:25 and 1 Peter 3:2, 
the scripture warns that bad behavior can hinder our prayer.  
The first instance refers to unforgiveness and the second to 
how we treat our spouses.   
 I encourage you to look these scriptures up and realize 
what God wants from each of us is a joyful heart, a forgiving 
heart, and a heart of thanksgiving.  These attributes will help 
you develop spontaneous impulsive projectile prayer that our 
God is eager to hear!  
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Contact the office if you can 

serve any in the following 

ways: 

 Greeters (welcome & direct 

people, hand out bulletins) 

 First Service Communion Servers 

(need at least 6 more) 

 Help take attendance on Sunday 

mornings, especially when Kathy is 

gone 

 Serve coffee in the Welcome Center 

 Children’s ministry workers (contact 

Pastor Alan) 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

Operation Christmas 

Child  
 

Operation Christmas Child, a project of 

Samaritan’s Purse, is the world’s largest 

Christmas outreach of its kind.  Since 1993, 

Operation Christmas Child has delivered 

gift-filled shoeboxes to over 124 million 

children affected by war, poverty, natural 

disasters, and other crises in more than 150 

countries and territories.  We partner with 

local churches to share the Good News of 

Jesus Christ with those who receive 

shoebox gifts and offer a 12-lesson 

discipleship program, The Greatest 

Journey, that helps boys and girls learn 

what it means to follow the Lord and share 

their faith with others.  

 

Here at Appleton, boxes will be available 

during the month of October.  The National 

Collection Week is November 14-21, but 

you can still participate year-round by 

building a shoebox online or mailing your 

shoebox to: 

Operation Christmas Child 

801 Bamboo Road 

Boone, NC 28607 

(828) 262-1980 

Open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm. 

 

To build a box online, go to https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/buildonline/ 

 

We’ll be having a shoebox packing party 

the beginning of November.  Watch for 

more details.  Contact ACC’s OCC 

representative Ed McClure at 970-858-

5276 or edandmary1948@gmail.com 
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October 

Joe Zeni 

Dave McIlnay 

Jack Costello 

Open spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

November 

Craig Spoering 

Steve Moseley 

Saul Tompkins 

Open spot 

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.) 

Second Service Greeters First Service Greeters 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests, 

Please include on your 
communication/prayer card on 

Sunday; OR email 
prayers@appletonchristian.org; OR 
call Pam Bourdette @639-9421, OR 

Paul Vejraska @242-8904, OR  
Marcia Williams @639-2359 OR  

Eryn Lefler @778-1186. 
 
 

For shut-in communion,  
please call 242-7380 during office 

hours or contact person listed below: 

 
2  Sherman Moore 

9  Dan Baker 
16  Josh Vig 

23  Randy Pifer 
30  Scott Thompson 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 970-822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Tim Hollett 970-376-5521 
timandsherry88@hotmail.com 

Merle Miller 242-5057 
mmi9704031@aol.com 
Doug Steiner 250-9900 

djsteiner@acsol.net 
Scott Thompson 644-1242, Chair 

sscdthompson@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

Ellie Morris 210-0677 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 

Steve Morris 210-5405 
stevenelliemorris@gmail.com 
Jennifer Murrell, Board Rep. 

434-6613 
murrpurr2@bresnan.net 
Mark Murrell 434-6613 
11racer@bresnan.net 

Dave Sloan, Presiding Deacon 
778-9033 

dvsloan6@juno.com 
Craig Spoering 623-2311 
cspoering@icloud.com 

Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 
lezangerle@bresnan.net 

First Service Communion Servers 

October 

 2 Doug & Jan Steiner 

 9 Randy & Beth Pifer 

16 Jenny Nichols 

23 Steve & Ellie Morris 

30 Scott & Connie Thompson 

November 

 6 Randy & Crystal Brew 

13 Doug & Jan Steiner 

20 Randy & Beth Pifer 

27 Jenny Nichols 

October 

 2 Dave Sloan 

 9 Dan Baker 

16 Merle Miller 

23 Scott Thompson 

30 Josh Vig 

November 

 6 Dave Sloan 

13 Dan Baker 

20 Merle Miller 

27 Scott Thompson 

First Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 

October 

 2 John Wilson 

 9 Dan Baker 

16 Merle Miller 

23 Scott Thompson 

30 Michael Costello 

November 

 6 Nancy Hagerman 

13 Dan Baker 

20 Merle Miller 

27 Scott Thompson 

October 

 2 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

 9 Charlotte Zangerle 

16 Steve & Peggy Moseley 

23 Dave & Jane Sloan 

30 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

November 

 6 Charlotte Zangerle 

13 Steve & Peggy Moseley 

20 Dave & Jane Sloan 

27 Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

2—Albert Atkinson 
Dan & Jeanne Baker 

9—Katie Baker 
Craig & Aleta Beaslin 
16—Chris Beeman 

Bruce Beier 
23—Brandy Bach 

Rick Bender 
30—Eldon & Daphne Bevill 

Pam Bishop 

October Prayer Families Second Service Communion 

& Offering Meditation 
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The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 

wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 

or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the subject line.  Thank you. 

Appleton Christian Church 

The Apple Press 

2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO 81505 

October 2016 
 

Guided by Scripture 

Worshiping God 

Caring for People 

 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship 
9:30 AM A.C.E. ( A pple ton C hr is t i an Ed uca ti on)  

Connect with us: 

 

970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

kathy@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, 

or Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests,  

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

 

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 

«ADDRESS» 

«ADDRESS 2» 

«CITY», «ST»   «ZIP» 

http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm
http://appletonchristian.org/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:kathy@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
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http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675

