November 2020

To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

At A Glance
November
1– Daylight Savings
2-Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
3-Election Day—GO VOTE
7-Camp Christian Meeting,9:00 AM here
7-Fermentation Class, 10:00-12 here
11-Veterans Day
12– Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
15– Appleton Care Meeting, 9:30 AM
15– Thanksgiving Meal, 5:00 PM, potluck
15-22- Shoebox collection week
16– Building in use, 6:00 PM
20-21– Building in use
26-Thanksgiving
•
•
•
•
•
•

8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 AM Worship
Services (Mask only 9:15 in WC)
Sunday adult class (cancelled for
November)
6:00 PM, Meal before Bible Study
6:30 PM, Men’s Bible Study, AC,
Contact Michael Costello, 970-260-6261
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study, WC,
Contact Kari Dyson, 928-581-2735
6:00 PM Sunday night Youth Group

December
5– Building in use, morning
7– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM
10- Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM
12– Building in use, afternoon
18– Building in use, all day/night
20– Kid’s Christmas pageant/meal
24– Christmas Eve service, 6:00 PM
25– Christmas Day with Bakers
Office hours are: 9:00 AM-2:00 PM, M-Th.

For more information on any event, go to
our website and click on calendar. Then
click on the event to get more information.

http://www.appletonchristian.org/
calendar

THE APPLE
PRESS
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:4-7)
As we just finished our series in Philippians, this passage has
stayed in my mind… maybe because this month we celebrate
Thanksgiving in our country, and maybe because it is so
desperately needed in my life and in our valley.
The Philippian church grew both spiritually and in unity under
persecution and trials. As we rejoice with family and friends
during this time, we still live in this current confrontational
culture that needs love and peace, and that seems to challenge our
rejoicing. Remember, Paul told the church in Philippi to
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” I have
always thought it was interesting that he had to tell them twice in
one passage… yet, as I am older, and for some reason think I
have to carry the weight of the world on my shoulders, I do
rejoice in so many things, and then get distracted… and stop
rejoicing.
How can we keep our hearts and minds on rejoicing? By giving it
all to God. “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God.” This is an amazing lesson from Paul, that
we often get distracted from and forget. Paul tells us to not be
anxious (worry) about anything…. ANYTHING. There is
nothing in our lives bigger than our God. As our vegetable
friends reminds us “God is bigger than the Boogeyman.”
So, let’s take Paul’s offer up and, “in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” By
doing this, God’s peace that is beyond description and
understanding will guard our hearts and minds in Christ. God’s
peace will guard us in a time of little peace. What a gift, what a
promise. And if we truly walk gently in God’s peace, the world
will notice and ask us why we have peace and we can be ready to
give them the reason for the hope we have in Christ (1 Peter
3:15). That is truly something to be thankful for and rejoice in!
I love you all, Dan

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).
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The Elders have created this section of the
newsletter to keep our members informed of
some of the events and projects on which we are
working.

Children's ministry need. We are starting to film the Christmas
pageant video this week and we need help! We will be filming during
Sunday school time. We need someone who is able to do some video editing and we can use another camera (phone) operator. We also need some singers who would be willing to meet after church a
few times and record the songs we will be using for the video. We
can also use a little extra help during Sunday School times for costumes, etc. Finally, we will be making a few minor props and sets. If
anyone would like to help with that, we can use any help we can get.
Any questions or to help, let Alan or John Wilson know. The Christmas pageant is December 20 at 4:00 PM with a potluck meal to follow.
Thanks,
Alan

.

PLEASE JOIN US ON NOVEMBER 15,
FOR A FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK MEAL AT
5:00 PM.

Lord,
Your Word has given us counsel on how we should relate to and act toward one another. May we be steadfast and immovable in our commitment to You and to one
another. Let our roots go deep into Your Word to praise and glorify Your name.
May our weakness by Your strength and our purpose in life be to honor You.
Blessed is the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
PSALM 1:1-2
(If My People, A Prayer Guide for Our Nation)

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH
Vicki McGee
HOPE of the Grand Valley
PO Box 532
Fruita, CO 81521
www.hopegv.org
970.778.4880 OFFICE 970.812.4032 FAX
Shop Amazon Smile and give to HOPE of the Grand Valley
AMAZON SMILE CODE: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1565337
Sign up for HOPE of the Grand Valley via your City Market Rewards
https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-community-rewards
Birthday: October 11
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD (OCC)
(Ministry of Samaritan's Purse)
Shoebox Collection Week is November 15-22 or before
Shoeboxes are still available here at Appleton for you to fill with the love of Jesus as you pack
them for children and youth ages 2 to 14 (Your choice). Each shoebox is an opportunity for each
to hear the Gospel saving message of Jesus.
Prayer is the key to the work of OCC. Pray about your participation, what to put into the box, and
for the child receiving the box. Many miracles have happened as a result of the child receiving just the right gift.
A $9.00 donation per box is requested to cover the shipping cost and other ministry expenses. One
needs to write 1 check to cover the box(es) one is filling ($9.00 x number of boxes). This is put in
one of the boxes. You could also pay the $9.00 online and FOLLOW YOUR BOX to the country
where the child lives. Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ, to Follow your box, print shipping label
(s)...(same label x number of boxes) attach label (taping around the edges) on the lid of the box
(off center as at the OCC building in Denver, they will tape around the center of the box after inspection). One can participate online for $25.00 per box which covers the $9.00 shipping
cost. This includes FOLLOW YOUR BOX. Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.
Last year Appleton filled 142 boxes. Our aim is 168 or more this year. At present we still have
about 40 boxes that will hopefully be taken and filled. Plus 24 boxes we hope to fill with the
items each of you have brought in over the year. We are still in need of more “WOW” items such
as stuffed animals, dolls, small musical instruments, gardening kits with gloves and tools, sewing
kits with fabric and ribbon, wrist watch, soccer balls and pump, backpack, toy truck or boat, fishing kit, outfit to wear, etc. One can also donate $9.00 to cover the cost of shipping and handling
for each of these boxes.
Thank you and God Bless each of you who have and are participating in any way. A great way to
spread the Gospel. Questions? Please see or call Donna Jean Ganss 640-8396.

"Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples." Psalm 96:3
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Four Responses to Biblical Truth
By Michael A. Hernandez

As the Mesa County Jail Chaplain, I meet with many inmates who range from different parts of the
country, ages and experiences, differing cultures, socio-economic backgrounds, and of course differing spiritual foundations.
Suffice it to say, for these inmates, the future is uncertain, freedom has been
suspended, and family and loved ones are being affected. Despite this, our
system does provide basic provision by way of regulated housing, three meals
and day, and even access to medical, mental health, legal and of course spiritual options such as religious teachings, bible and religious studies and religious diets. Mere and minimal existence some would say.
Michael A. Hernandez

Having said this, what an inmate chooses to do during this time of incarceration is now completely
and utterly at their sole discretion.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Stand up straight, adjust your collar, and spew out your righteous spiritual testimony when the Word of God is presented!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Here’s the question. How different are these inmates from individuals who are legally free within our
society to engage within vast arrays of social institutions, religious practices, professions, personal relationships, cultural belief-systems, or socially-driven values or fads they choose to dabble upon?
Putting Your Best Spiritual Foot Forward…

Enter the institution of “religion” and God and this man named Jesus who was either Lord, Liar, or
Lunatic who decreed himself the Savior of the World. Stand up straight, adjust your collar, and spew
out your righteous spiritual testimony when the Word of God is presented!
I have stood in front of various community gatherings and openly proclaimed how there are those who
are incarcerated and yet are more (spiritually) liberated than many of those who walk in open legal
freedom and yet (spiritually) in bondage!
The parable I tend to think of most regarding this aspect is found in Luke 18…
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the
tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said,
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’”
Continued on page 6
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We are called to extend love and grace to all. But in order to quantify the extent as scripture calls us to
do, we must recognize whom and where a person is at in their walk with God. I believe every person is
or has been at one of the following stages. Consider these stages…
Ignorance – One who does not know truth or has a convoluted distortion of truth
Rationalization / Walking by Sight – When life is lived by what is seen in the natural or
measured by way of logic vs. by faith and abiding within biblical principles.
Indifference (Lukewarm) – When truth and biblical principles are perceived as trivial or inconsequential having a mere respect for God’s truth but still living a life of spiritual convenience as worldly opportunities present themselves.
Obedience – Walking by faith and recognizing God’s Word as the infallible truth beyond self,
circumstances, personal gain or social norms.

The question then is can a person be deceived, living their lives at one stage and yet believing they are
at another? Is this well-intended ignorance or blatant silent denial? To this question, the Word of God
prompts us to seek the evidence in Matthew 7…
“By their fruit you will recognize them…likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit…thus, by
their fruit you will recognize them.”
Living on (edible) rotten fruit…
For many people, life has gotten as good as it’s going to get and for however long it will last. Could
this be said of God-proclaiming church going halleluiah-screaming Sunday morning Christians? Could
it be that while our salvation may be intact, we are not yielding good fruit? But we quantify it because
we have established our own spiritually-palatable standard.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“For many people, life has gotten as good as it’s going to get and for however
long it will last. Could this be said of God-proclaiming church going halleluiahscreaming Sunday morning Christians? “
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Welcome to the party…
The stage is set then. Our country has never been as spiritually divided as it is today. We are enduring
an international pandemic. Violence is on the rise and it is being justified. False teachings and deception is rampant and people are calling good evil and evil good. Christian persecution is on the rise as is
a disdain for conservatives. The harvest is at the zenith of its ripe and dusk is settling in.
And then there is you…
Feel free to share your thoughts regarding this article:
Michael A. Hernandez
Chaplain
Mesa County Jail Ministry
hisservant2000@gmail.com
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CASA POR CRISTO MISSION TRIP
MARCH 21-27, 2021
It is important that anyone who wants to go on this mission trip obtain their passport ASAP. There
are two types. A card good only for Mexico and Canada or a passport for anywhere in the world.
You can get all the information you need for a card or passport at www.travel.state.gov. Trip information packets are available in the ACC office. We must know soon who wants to participate.
Let Alan or Jeanne know and get your name on the list! We need at least 15 workers.

FERMENTATION CLASS IS SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7, 10 –12 NOON WITH LUNCH.
LEARN TO MAKE TASTY PROBIOTIC FOODS AND DRINKS IN YOUR OWN KITCHEN. IN THIS
SESSION WE WILL DEMONSTRATE HOW TO FERMENT KOMBUCHA, MAKE A SOURDOUGH
STARTER, SAUERKRAUT AND MORE. YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS. SIGN UP!

Go to our website and click on calendar. Then click on any event to get more information.
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Contact Us:
Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

Elders:

elders@appletonchristian.org
Dan Baker 822-2717
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Michael Costello 260-6261
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
Doug Steiner 250-9900
djsteiner@acsol.net
Kevin Vig 216-7993
boomer1063@acsol.net
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair
jewilson@frontier.net

Diaconate:

Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Barb Easlick 330-417-0617
barbeaslick@gmail.com
Nancy Hagerman 241-0858
hagerman@acsol.net
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
lyo582@yahoo.com
Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733
damjammin2000@yahoo.com
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
davidrmack@hotmail.com
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
messamerdad@gmail.com
Barb Robinson 208-4981
canyonrn49@gmail.com
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair
warrior24@acsol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
Lacey Weber 210-5361
ladyweber82@gmail.com
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907
charjz1948@icloud.com

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Prayer card on Sunday (check the box
to be included in the weekly email
distribution);
OR email
prayers@appletonchristian.org/
OR call
Nancy @970-241-0858 or
Michael H. 720-498-7944.
For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

November Teams
1-Kugler/Messamer
8– Vig/Steiner
15– Baker/Costello
22-Dyson/Easlick
29-Pifer/Weber

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
First Service Communion Servers

November
1-Saul Tompkins
8-Jack Costello
15-Connie Fudge
22-Levi Willis
29-Jim Rogers

December
8-Saul Tompkins
13-Jack Costello
20-Connie Fudge
27-Jim Rogers

First Service

November
1-Wanda Archer
8-Jim Rogers
15-Brian Waggoner
22-Charlotte Zangerle
29-Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin
December
6-Wanda Archer
13-Jim Rogers
20-Brian Waggoner
27-Charlotte Zangerle

Communion & Offering Meditation
First Service
Second Service
November
1– Brian Waggoner
8-Alan Dyson
15-John Wilson
22-Josh Vig
29-Levi Willis

November
1-Doug Steiner
8-Michael Costello
15-Jenny Nichols
22-Josh Vig
29-Levi Willis

December
6-Brian Waggoner
13-Alan Dyson
20-John Wilson
27-Josh Vig

December
6-Chris Weber
13-Doug Steiner
20-Michael Costello
27- Josh Vig

GREETERS
Second Service

November
1-Donna Jean Ganss
8-Kathy/Kelly Messamer
15-Connie/Louis Martinez
22-Becca Greene/Cris Hoche
29-Doug & Jan Steiner
December
6-Yvette Caldwell
13-Jenny Nichols
20-Levi Willis
27-Debbie McDonald

November Prayer Families and Schools
1-Terry and Colleen Kyle
Jennifer and Lee Larsen
Chipeta Elementary School
8-Jim Lawson
Billie Lockhart
Clifton Elementary School
15-Joyce and Guy Lowe
Joe and Malinda Lyons
Dos Rios Elementary
22– Dick and Linda Mann
Louis and Connie Martinez
Dual Immersion Academy
29-Ed McClure
Brett and Deb McDonald
Fruitvale Elementary

Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
jeanne@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
www.appletonchristian.org

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

The Apple Press
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81505
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Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00, 9:15, 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the Subject line. Thank you.

Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

