
 

 

At A Glance 

 

November 2 Daylight Savings 

time, set clocks back 1 hour 

Operation Christmas Child!  This has been 
an ongoing mission project all year and now 
is the time to finish up your shoeboxes and 

bring them back to church.  The National 
Collection week is Nov. 18-25.  Thanks for 
all who participated! 

Tuesday Night—Meal at 6:00 PM and then 
a bible study for men and women in the  
Activities Center at 6:30PM.   

Wednesday Pickleball at 10:00 AM in the 
Activities Center. 

Sunday Evening– Youth Group at 6:00PM 

Nov. 7 –Women’s Self Defense Class, 3:00 
PM 

Nov. 17 Thanksgiving Meal, 5:00 PM 

 
 

 The Importance of Sharing Hope 
Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 
through whom we have gained access 
by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also 
rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces persever-
ance; 4 perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5 And hope does not 
disappoint us, because God has poured 
out his love into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he has given us.  Romans 
5:1-4 

 Last month I shared some of the information 
we received about our Grand Valley, and how the big-
gest issue that was revealed was the need for hope.  
Again, as we look at some of the symptoms; drug use, 
crime, suicide, shows the result of living without 
hope.   
 As Christians, Paul tells us that through faith in 
our Lord, and the grace we receive through faith, we 
are able to “rejoice in the hope and glory of God.”  
We can rejoice even in our suffering because we 
know that the ultimate outcome is increase hope.  Re-
member that when the Bible uses the word “hope” it 
is assured… it has happened, is happening, and will 
happen.  Paul says our hope does not disappoint us 
because of the Love God has poured out to us. 
 We didn’t deserve any of this.  We didn’t earn 
it, and realistically, we didn’t do anything to suggest 

to God that we were worth it… as Paul continues 
in Romans 5:6-8: 

6 You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, 
Christ   died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous 
man, though for a good man someone 
might possibly dare to 
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But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.   James 1:22 

 

I have heard this verse most of my Christian life, you probably have as well. Recently, as I 

read it once again and was struck by its significance. James pens this often-quoted verse directly 

following an impassioned statement of fellow believers to be slow to anger which “doesn’t ac-

complish God’s righteousness,” and a plea to rid themselves of all moral filth and the evil which is 

so prevalent in this world. Then they will be ready to humbly receive the “implanted word,” which 

is able to “save your souls.” It’s immediately followed by James’ argument for obedience which 

ends with, “this person will be blessed in what he does.”   

 There are a lot of things within this text which beg for deeper study and reflection. 

The “implanted” word the perfect “law” of freedom, and several other ideas James puts forth. 

But what grasped my attention this time. What made me think this time was an assumption 

James makes, namely that as believers we would at the very least be “hearers” of God’s Word. 

Here is my question, how much do you, as a self-professed believer, interact in meaningful ways 

with God’s Word? 

A recent study, conducted by Lifeway Research, found that: 

    40% of believers say the Bible is worth reading over & over 

    3% of believers say the Bible is worth reading once 

    22% of believers say the Bible is worth referring to as needed 

    5% of believers say the Bible is not worth reading at all 

    19% of believers are not sure 

 This same study also found that, among believers, when asked how much of the Bible have 

 they actually read answered: 

    10% none of it 

    13% a few sentences 

    30% several passages or stories 

    15% at least half of it 

    12% almost all of it 

    11% all of it 

    9% all of it more than once 

  I will let you ponder that these numbers mean or don’t mean. What they got me 

thinking about is this, have we as believers fallen below what James would have consid-

ered the minimum for all believers. In other words, are we today at a place where a pas-

tor, like James, would be pleading with believers to, “Please for the sake of your souls be 

hearers of the Word.” I am not sure, but I do know that there is a lot of talk about what be-

lievers should be doing in the world today, and much of it is good. I do not hear much 

about a concerted effort to get the church back to the place where God’s Word is cen-

tral to all we do and are. Not what we think it says, not what others tell us it says, but a 

movement where each and every believer is interacting with God’s word constantly and 

trying, with the support of fellow believers and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to put what 

we are reading to practice.  

 I pray that God will be merciful with me as I try to hear His Word more frequently and strive 

to live it more earnestly. How about you? Where are you in relation to God’s Word? Are 

you at the very least a hearer?  What are you doing to hear more often? Are you a doer? 

How do you do it? Know that God’s word promises blessing for doing and a promise that 

the Word of God can save your soul. Just a little something to think about. 

 

 

God Bless, 

Alan 
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The wonderful day we celebrate as 
Thanksgiving each November is one 
of overeating, watching too much 
television i.e.: football games and old 
movies, but it is also one of family 
get togethers and thoughtful reflection 
of all the blessings we have received 
during the year.  Our Lord Jesus gives 
us a multitude of things to be thankful 
for and this day is the perfect time to 
thank Him for them, not that we 
shouldn’t be thankful all the time.  I 
know that since I am a positive 
thinking person, I am always thankful 
that I know I am a saved, born again 
Christian that will receive the gift of 
Heaven when my time here on earth 
is finished.  I also know that my 
Savior walks with me and hears my 
prayers every day.  How could I not 
be grateful when I am aware of that.   
 
Thanksgiving is that time when we 
bring all those things to mind and 
offer our heartfelt thanks for all our 
blessings, big and small. 
 
Doug 
 

die. 8 But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 The people in this Grand Valley that have 
not met our Savior, have not been told about our 
Savior Jesus, and have not accepted Jesus as their 
Lord, are still sinners living without hope… Our 
Savior Jesus Christ also died for them.  Paul goes 
on to write in Romans 5:9-11: 

9 Since we have now been justified 
by his blood, how much more shall 
we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! 10 For if, when we 
were God’s enemies, we were rec-
onciled to him through the death of 
his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! 11 Not only is this 
so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now re-
ceived reconciliation.   
While we were His enemies, our Savior Je-

sus Christ died for us and reconciled us with God.  
He paid our dept. The people in this Grand Valley 
need to know what Christ has done for them.  We 
need to tell them. We need to share the hope 
found through Jesus Christ with them as the 
Apostle Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:15, “But in 
your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”   

My sisters and brothers in Christ, this val-
ley needs the hope that we have, please be in 
prayer for what God can do through you to help 
them.  We will be talking more about sharing 
hope in the future. 

 

I love you all, Dan 

 

The Elders have created 
this section of the newslet-
ter to keep our members 
informed of some of the 
events and projects on 
which we are working.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicki McGee 
HOPE of the Grand Valley 

 
PO Box 532 

Fruita, CO   81521 
www.hopegv.org 

970.778.4880 OFFICE 
970.812.4032 FAX 

Shop Amazon Smile and give to HOPE of the Grand Valley 
AMAZON SMILE CODE:  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1565337 

Sign up for HOPE of the Grand Valley via your City Market Rewards 
https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-community-rewards 

Birthday:  October 11 
Anniversary:  December 31 

 

Ministry: HOPE of the Grand Valley is a local nonprofit founded in 2009. Our mission is to provide 
support and a hand up to hard-working parents who still find it hard to make ends meet at times.  
HOPE of the Grand Valley provides a hand up, not a handout, by fostering and encouraging inde-
pendence for hardworking, low income families.  “Independence” includes not receiving public as-
sistance, such as SNAP or housing assistance (receiving healthcare insurance/coverage and childcare 
assistance is allowed).  “This is a group that tends to fall through the cracks,” states Founder and Di-
rector, Vicki McGee.  “That’s why we provide a hand up, not a handout to these local families.  We 
require all applicants to go through at least one session with our budget coach at our first meeting.  
Our families are now meeting with us once a month for budgeting and at that time (if needed) we 
give them an abundance of groceries; this helps them have money they would normally spend on 
food to get their debt paid off.” 
       Programs: 
Food assistance       Furniture assistance 
Budget coaching       Life skills coaching 
Marriage and relationship coaching    Parenting skills coaching 
Job and interview preparation     Résumé building    
     Christmas:  Adopt-a-Family 
 
HOGV is funded solely by donations.  We have developed a way to really stretch a dollar!  We do 
not have any paid staff and are run by our dedicated volunteers.  All of our funds go back to our pro-
grams.  We believe this is the best use of the funds rather than using the donations to rent office 
space, etc. 
 
Prayer Requests:  Our prayer is that our community realizes the value in what we do by financially 
supporting us so we will be able to purchase a home for HOPE and expand our services.  I also pray 
every day that God will send the right families to us who we will be able to help get out of the situa-
tion they are in; that they will become independent and successful. 
 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1565337
https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-community-rewards


 

 

Pray up Treasures in Heaven 
Michael Costello 
 

 I was reading through Revelation, and a familiar sentence jumped out. “And when he had taken the 
scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” (Revelation 5:8, ESV). It struck me 
again that my contribution to worship in heaven—that was what was being talked about in this situation—is 
not clear teaching from our Bible studies or kind acts to my neighbors or money in an offering plate. My 
contribution to worship in heaven is prayer. It is part of the fragrance filling God’s throne room as men and 
angelic beings worship my heavenly father. What fragrance do I contribute to incense in the golden bowls? 
 

 I’ve contributed some mixed messages over the years, like, “Thank you for this food. Help me lose 
weight.” I have thrown in some complaints about his gifts to me, “Lord, what do I do? I hate this job.” I have 
wished for more green lights, and I have shouted my desperation for relief in everything from racing 
thoughts keeping me awake to fear when I was laid off of work. I have confessed to him the dark details he 
already knew about my presumptuous sin.  
 

 I compared these “fragrances” to the statements of the angelic creatures and the elders in the throne 
room of the living God (Revelation 5:9-10, 12, ESV): 

 “Worthy are you to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

and they shall reign on the earth. . . 
 “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 

 
 My gratitude for fattening food does not seem to have a place next to these acknowledgments of 
Christ’s worthiness. Somehow, it does—not because of the fattening food, but because gratitude has a place 
in worshipful declarations of worthiness. Acknowledging that my heavenly father is the source of relief and 
direction for difficulty at work or sleepless anxiety belongs next to other statements of his worthiness. Even 
the confession of my worst thoughts and actions fit next to the awe expressed at Christ ransoming a people 
for God—again, not because of the ghastliness of sin, but because of the cleansing righteousness of Christ. 
 

 Any belittling of the requests I make known to God in prayer comes from me. It can come from me 
focusing on fattening food rather than on gratitude or me focusing on seemingly inescapable distress rather 
than on the peace of God that passes all understanding. I believe this is where my double-mindedness, as 
James cautioned us not to have, comes from in my conversation with God.  
 
 When I talk to God with an attitude that what I bring to him is trivial or that he might not want to 

bother with me, I have tainted the fragrance of my prayer with something that has no place before the 

throne—doubt. Therefore, I resolve “with confidence [to] draw near to the throne of grace, that [I] may re-

ceive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16, ESV). This confidence is not in my 
self—James notes that selfishness also taints the fragrance we pray before God. It is in the worthiness of 

Christ and in the fact that gratitude, acknowledgment of God’s power to help, and confidence in his mercy 

and forgiveness are important elements of the fragrance presented before the throne. I find when I present 

my prayers with a thought toward contributing to worship in heaven more than on how to get what I want, it 
changes both the way I say things and the impact I experience in my life when I pray. 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  (OCC) 
(Ministry of Samaritan's Purse) 

Shoebox Collection Week is November 18-24 or before 
 

Shoeboxes are still available here at Appleton for you to fill with the love of Jesus as you pack them 
for children and youth ages 2 to 14 (Your choice).  Each shoebox is an opportunity for each to hear 
the Gospel saving message of Jesus.  There is also a follow-up 12 lesson discipleship program where 
the children and youth learn scripture, how to pray. and share the Gospel.   
 
Prayer is the key to the work of OCC.  Pray about your participation,  what to put into the box, and 
for the child receiving the box. Many miracles have happened as a result of the child receiving  
just the right gift. 
 
A $9.00 donation per box is requested to cover the shipping cost and other ministry expenses. 
One needs to write 1 check to cover the box(es) one is filling ($9.00 x number of boxes). This is put 
in one of the boxes.   You could also pay the $9.00 online and FOLLOW YOUR BOX to the country 
where the child lives.  Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ, to Follow your box, print shipping label(s)... 
(same label x number of boxes) attach label (taping around the edges)  on the lid of the box (off cen-
ter as  at the OCC building in Denver, they will tape around the center of the box after inspection. ) 
 
One can also participate online for $25.00 per box which covers the $9.00 shipping cost.   This in-
cludes FOLLOW YOUR BOX to follow their box to the country where the child 
lives.                     Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ.   
 
Last year Appleton filled 110 boxes....   We hope to fill more this year....aiming for 150!!! 
We hope to fill about 20 boxes just with the items  each of you have brought in over this year.   
At present we still have about 40 boxes that will hopefully be taken and filled... 
 
Thank you and God Bless each of you who have and are participating...A Great way to spread the 
Gospel. Questions?   Please see or call Donna Jean Ganss  970-640-8396. 
 
"Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples."  Psalm 96:3 
 

 



 

 

 

THANKSGIVING  
FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

NOVEMBER 17, 2019 AT 5:00 PM 
SIGN UP FORM IS AT THE  
WELCOME CENTER DESK 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
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November 
2– Camp Board Meeting, 9:00 AM–11:00 AM 
4– Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
7-Self Defense Class for women, 3:00 PM—5:00 PM 
8-9 Carpet cleaning—buildings closed 
10-Mission Team Meeting, 12:00 PM 
11-Veteran’s Day 
13-Game Night, 6:00 –8:00 PM, bring game/snack 
14-Diaconate Meeting,  6:30 PM 
17– Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal, 5:00 PM 
28– Thanksgiving 
30-Decorate church, 8:00 AM.  All invited 
 
Weekly Ongoing 
• 8:00 and 10:30 AM Worship Services 
• 9:30 AM, Sunday adult class, A.R.K.,  
• Activities Center 
• 6:30 PM, Tuesday night Men’s Group, MPR, 

Activities Center 
• 6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study, Old Testament 

Survey 
• 6:30 PM Tuesday nights Financial Peace 
• 6:00 PM  Sunday night Youth Group  
 
December 
2-Elder Meeting, 6:30 PM 
7– Pearl Harbor Day 
8-Mission Team Meeting, 12:00 PM 
10–Foster Care, Kin Christmas Party, 6:00-8:00PM 
12-Diaconate Meeting, 6:30 PM 
14-Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
15-Christmas Pageant and Meal 
19-Christmas Caroling, 5:00 PM 
24-Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 PM 
25–Appleton Family Dinner, 12:00 PM 
29-Nursing Home, 3:00 PM 
31-New Years Eve Watch Party, 8:00 PM 
 
 
Office hours are: 9:00 AM—2:00 PM, M-TH. 
 



 

 



 

 

First Service Communion Servers 
November   December 
3-Jim Rogers   1-Mark Murrell 
10-Craig Spoering  8-Connie. Fudge 
17-Steve Moseley  15-Jack Costello 
24-Saul Tompkins  22-Jim Rogers 
    29-Craig Spoering 

 
 

ways to send  
Prayer Requests: 

Include on your bulletin prayer card on 
Sunday (check the box to be included 

in the weekly email distribution);  
OR email 

prayers@appletonchristian.org ; OR 
call Paul @242-8904, or  

Nancy @241-0858 or Michael H.  
720-498-7944. 

 
For shut-in communion,  

please call 242-7380 during office 
hours or contact person listed below: 

 
November Teams 

3-Kugler/Messamer 

10-Pifer/Weber 

17-Vig/Steiner 

24-Baker/Costello 

 

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone. 

Contact Us: 
 

Pastor Dan Baker 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Pastor Alan Dyson 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

 

Elders: 
elders@appletonchristian.org 

Dan Baker 822-2717 
pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

Michael Costello 260-6261 
Michael.C@appletonchristian.org 

Alan Dyson 928-580-9856 
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

Doug Steiner 250-9900 
djsteiner@acsol.net 
Kevin Vig 216-7993 

boomer1063@acsol.net 
John Wilson 640-6326, Chair 

jewilson@frontier.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diaconate: 
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012 

jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com 
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009 
cbeaslin@outlook.com 

Barb Easlick 330-417-0617 
barbeaslick@gmail.com 

Nancy Hagerman 241-0858 
hagerman@acsol.net 

Malinda Lyons 245-5632 
lyo582@yahoo.com 

Debbie McDonald 970-270-4733 
damjammin2000@yahoo.com 
David McElfresh 719-930-0012 

davidrmack@hotmail.com 
Kelly Messamer 424-6864 
messamerdad@gmail.com 
Barb Robinson 208-4981 
canyonrn49@gmail.com 
Josh Vig 623-5688, Chair 

warrior24@acsol.net 
Donna Ward 623-3665 

wardmom@fruitawireless.com 
Lacey Weber 210-5361 

ladyweber82@gmail.com 
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907 

charjz1948@icloud.com 

Communion & Offering Meditation 

First Service    Second Service 
 
November    November 
3-Saul Tompkins    3-David McElfresh 
10-Dave Sloan    10-John Wilson 
17-Josh Vig    17-Josh Vig 
24– Alan Dyson    24-Jenny Nichol 
December    December 
1-Brian Waggoner   1-Doug Steiner 
8-David McElfresh   8-Michael Costello 
15-Dave Sloan    15-John Wilson 
22-Josh Vig    22-Josh Vig 
29-Alan Dyson    29-Alan Dyson 

GREETERS 
First Service    Second Service   
November    November 
3-Sandy Calkins    3-Rebecca Greene/Cris Hoche 
10-Cheryl Cole/Judy Devine   10-Doug/Jan Steiner 
17-Peggy Moseley    17-Yvette Caldwell 
24-Aleta Beaslin/Barb Robinson  24– Jenny Nichols 
 
December    December 
1-Dustin Vonhrenkrook   1-Jeanne Baker 
8-Brian Waggoner    8-Barb Robinson 
15-Levi Willis    15-Debbie McDonald 
22–Jean Radebaugh   22-Kelly & Kathy Messamer 
29-Mark & Jennifer Murrell   29-Donna Jean Ganss 
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November Prayer Families and Schools 
 

3–Kelly & Kathy Messamer 

Sherman & Iris Moore 

Summit School Program 

10-Leon & Marti Moore 

Steve & Peggy Moseley 

Valley School West (Program) 

17-Mark & Jennifer Murrell 

Helen Murrell, & Scott Murrell 

Appleton Elementary School 

24-Jeffrey & Jenny Nichols 

Chip & Sharon Palmer 

Broadway Elementary School 

 

 

mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:djsteiner@acsol.net
mailto:boomer1063@acsol.net
mailto:jewilson@frontier.net


 

 

The Bible affirms the power and 
importance of prayer and we, as a church, 
are committed to pray for each other.  Let 
us know your request and we will lift you 

up in prayer. 

Unsubscribe:  If you no longer 
wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact us with your address 
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in 

the Subject line.  Thank you. 

The Apple Press 
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd 

Grand Junction, CO   81505  
 

NOVEMBER 2019 
Our Mission 

To grow fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship  
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages  

You can also access the directory on your computer. 
Go to:  https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email 
address you have listed in the directory.  You will receive a confirmation email and once 
you click on the link, your email address will be validated.  You will then need to log in, just 
as an email account, every time to access the directory.  You will be able to view the infor-
mation, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device 
app. 

 A  C O R E  

O F  T R U T H  

—   

W I T H  A  

L O T  O F   

A P P E A L  

Connect with us: 

 
970-242-7380 

970-242-3682 fax 

 

pastordan@appletonchristian.org 

pastoralan@appletonchristian.org 

elders@appletonchristian.org 

jeanne@appletonchristian.org 

office@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF up-

dates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or 

Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line. 

prayers@appletonchristian.org 

To sign up to receive prayer requests, 

please send an email with  

Subscribe in the Subject line. 

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.   

www.appletonchristian.org 

 Listen to sermons online 

 

Appleton-Christian-Church 

 

Click here for Calendar 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:pastordan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
mailto:elders@appletonchristian.org
mailto:jeanne@appletonchristian.org
mailto:office@appletonchristian.org
mailto:prayers@appletonchristian.org
mailto:to%20%20appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org
http://www.appletonchristian.org/resources/default.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Appleton-Christian-Church/264005273609675
http://appletonchristian.org/calendar/default.htm

