November 2018

To grow fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

At A Glance
DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME
ends Sunday, November
4. Set your clocks back 1
HOUR before going to
bed Saturday night.
The Ladies’ Prayer Group meets
WEDNESDAY mornings at 6:45 in
the Activities Center foyer. Please
contact Karen Vejraska (970-2428904 or email
(kmvejraska@acsol.net) for more
information.
Sunday, November 4, is the
International Day of Prayer. Go to
their website: https://
www.opendoorsusa.org for more
information.
Veterans Day, Sunday,
November 11.
Operation Christmas
Child Collection Week is
November 12 - November 19, 2018.
Sunday, November 18, is our
Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal.
There will be a sign-up sheet to bring
turkeys and all the sides. Contact
Donna Ward. 970-623-3665.
Pickleball meets most Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 10:30 AM in the
Activities Center. It’s a big DILL!
Contact Kelly Messamer, 970-4246864.

THE APPLE
PRESS
The Thing Jesus Wants The Most From Us

(This devotion was shared at a staff meeting in October. This post The
Thing Jesus Wants The Most From Us appeared first on Seedbed. (You
can subscribe to this daily text devotion by following the links below.)
From September 19, 2018
Mark 6:37-44
37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him,
“That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend
that much on bread and give it to them to eat?”
38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.”
When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.”
39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on
the green grass.40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to
distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all.42
They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men
who had eaten was five thousand.

CONSIDER THIS
O.K., so this post, like yesterday’s, goes into extra innings. Refill your
coffee. This one has massive implications for us if we are willing.
(89.) When faced with a big challenge or problem our first impulse usually
involves some kind of calculation of how much money it would take to
solve the problem. I think this is part of why Jesus pitched the problem to
the disciples, to see how they would solve it. Predictably, they got out their
calculators and determined it would cost half a year’s wages. Somehow I
think Jesus was hoping they might remember that great catch of fish he
engineered; the one that almost sank two boats. I think Jesus probably
hoped they might appeal to him for help. There’s a good word in here for
us when faced with large challenges—start with Jesus. Entreating the Lord
is not a last ditch effort. It’s the starting point.
(90.) There’s an even better approach. Take on challenges so large that if
Jesus doesn’t intervene you will fail. The disciples saw a problem. Jesus
saw people. Yesterday’s text captured the heart of God for the human race.
he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd.
If I had been one of those disciples I would have been looking at my
watch, wondering when this thing would finally end so we could get on
with our plans. Remember, this was unplanned. Compassion is not a preplanned mission trip (though these can be filled with compassion).
Continued on page 2

Please have bulletin items to the office by 11:00 AM on Wednesdays. You can either call (242-7380) or email (office@appletonchristian.org).
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Compassion is a Holy Spirit formed disposition deep
within one’s inner person. As Jesus constantly
demonstrates, compassion is the nature of God.
Compassion is not what we do with our loose change.
It’s a way of being deeply attuned to other people,
seeing past their need and into their nature. Compassion
happens when the brokenness of the image of God in me
beholds the brokenness of the image of God in another.
It moves me from the posture of “helping a brother
out,” to the place of holding a brothers’ pain. It’s hard. It
costs us a lot more than money. It requires giving
ourselves away.
Compassion is to charity as a long steady rain is to a
water sprinkler. This is precisely what God is like. This
is who the Holy Spirit is making us to be. It’s not about
giving more, as good as that may be. Compassion is
about becoming a new kind of person. Even as I write, I
find myself asking, “Do I really want to become
compassionate?” Half a year’s wages actually sounds a
lot easier. It makes me realize how giving money can be
such a substitutionary charade for true generosity.
(91.) Finally, we come to the miracle. I’m beginning to
think this is exactly what Jesus had in mind from the get
go. The retreat was a holy ruse. Why do I think that?
The text was careful to tell us earlier about the extreme
demands and out of control activity of the disciples.
They had been pushed past their limits. Then he invites
them on a retreat only to follow it with a request to feed
five thousand people. The conditions were perfect for
something of a miraculous object lesson.
First, Jesus gave the twelve a picture of what real
limitations and scarce resources look like: five loaves
and two fish. (Imagine trying to feed fifty kids with a
single hotdog). I think the bigger comparison here is
between these meager rations and twelve helpers.
Second, he has them sit down in groups of hundreds and
fifties. Why do we need to know this detail? I think it’s
because he wanted the disciples to know this detail.
How else would we know there were five thousand
people there? This is not a preacher’s inflated estimate
of the attendance on Easter Sunday. Third, Jesus
doesn’t balk at the impossibility of the challenge at
hand.

fishes and loaves were being continuously
multiplied in his hands. It’s not like all of a sudden five
thousand fishes and ten thousand loaves materialized on
the scene. No, the miracle was happening over and over
and over and over again in the movement from his
hands to theirs.
(92.) The crowd didn’t see this, but the disciples
couldn’t have missed it. I think this is the point. Just like
those meager rations, so were these disciples, but upon
being offered to Jesus something extraordinary
happened. He would bless them and break them and
make them a gift to the world—an unending source of
extravagant, compassionate generosity.
These four verbs would present themselves again at the
most mysterious, miraculous, meaningful meal in the
history of the world.
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take it; this is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and they all drank from it.
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many,” he said to them. Mark 14:22-24.
Are you seeing it? As He is the Bread, in his hands we
are the bread—blessed, broken and given and given and
given and given. Discipleship is all about learning to
live our lives in his hands. And the miracle after the
miracle is there is always more than enough left for us.
This is about surrender.
THE PRAYER
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Lord Jesus, I
feel like I am surrendered to you but there is so much I
hold on to. Something deep in me will not let go of
control. I find myself bouncing between being charitable
and generous, which I think pleases you; yet I know
deeper down it’s not what you desire most. You want
me—whole-heartedly, unreservedly, without my
calculated self interest. I want this too, I think. Melt me.
Mold me. Fill me. Use me. For the glory of your name,
Jesus, Amen.

41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking
up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then
he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. THE QUESTION
What keeps you from releasing control of yourself and
He did exactly what he does at every meal. Four moves: surrendering yourself completely to Jesus? What would
be the sign to Jesus and to you that you have done this?
He took. He blessed. He broke. He gave. There’s a
hidden curiosity here though. The verbs, “took,”
“blessed,” and “broke” are past tense verbs. “Gave,”
Subscribe to receive the Daily Text email.
translates into English as past tense but the Greek text
renders this in the imperfect tense. The imperfect verb
Join the Daily Text Facebook group here.
tense points to an action done in the past that keeps on
moving indefinitely into the future. In other words, the Join the Daily Text Fasting Challenge here.
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suffering bears the repetitive follies of His
wayward disciple, day by day and hour by hour
washing away the multiplied transgressions of His
The Lord Jesus loves His people so much that
erring but still much-loved child! To dry up a
every day He is still doing for them much that is
flood of rebellion is something marvelous, but to
analogous to washing their soiled feet. Their
poorest actions He accepts; their deepest sorrow He endure the constant dripping of repeated offenses,
to bear with a perpetual trying of patience, this is
feels; their slenderest wish He hears; and their
truly divine! While we find comfort and peace in
every transgression He forgives. He is still their
servant as well as their Friend and Master. He not our Lord's daily cleansing, its legitimate influence
only performs majestic deeds for them, when in all upon us will be to increase our watchfulness and
quicken our desire for holiness. Is that your
His priestly garb and function He stands up to
plead for them, but He also humbly, patiently goes experience?
among His people with the basin and the towel. He
Devotional material is taken from “Morning and Evening,”
does this when He puts away from us day by day
written by C.H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by Alistair
our constant infirmities and sins.
Begg. Copyright © 2003, Good News Publishers and used by
Thought I’d share a devotional I’ve been reading:

Last night when you bowed the knee, you
mournfully confessed that much of your conduct
was not worthy of your profession; and even
tonight you must grieve again that you have fallen
into the selfsame folly and sin from which special
grace delivered you long ago. And yet Jesus
displays great patience with you. He will hear your
confession of sin; He will say, "I will—be clean!"
He will again apply the blood of sprinkling and
speak peace to your conscience and remove every
spot. It is a great act of eternal love when Christ
once for all absolves the sinner and places him in
the family of God; but what condescending
patience it is when the Savior with much long-

November
3—Chili Cookoff, see page 4
4—Daylight Saving Time ENDS, Fall Back 1 hour
8—Diaconate Meeting, A.R.K., Activities Center
12-19—Operation Christmas Child Collection Week
11—Veterans Day
14—Newsletter items due, 11:00 AM
18—Thanksgiving Fellowship Meal, 5:00 PM
21-22—Office Closed, Thanksgiving
December
1—Decorate buildings for Christmas
2—First Sunday Advent
4—Kindship Dinner
7—Pearl Harbor Day

Truth For Life with written permission.

Blessings,
Pastor Alan
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
928-580-9856

9—Second Sunday Advent
Mission Team Meeting
13--Diaconate Meeting, A.R.K., Activities Center
15—Pageant Rehearsal
16—Third Sunday Advent
Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal
23—Fourth Sunday Advent
24-25—Office Closed
24—Christmas Eve Service
25—ACC Family Meal
30—Fifth Sunday
31-Jan. 1—Office closed
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AGT Show and Silent Auction is scheduled
for Saturday, February 2, 2019. Start
thinking about what talent you want to share
or item you want to donate for the auction.
There will be a dessert intermission to which
you can also contribute something
scrumptious and decadent. This is a
fundraiser for the Casas por Cristo mission
trip in March of 2019. A three-room casa
costs $6,900 to building, plus travel and
lodging expenses. We need 15 trabajadores
(workers) to go. There will more information
in the weekly Applets and monthly The Apple
Press newsletters. Contact Aleta Beaslin to
contribute to the AGT show and auction.
Contact Donna Ward for more information on
the mission trip. Information packets are
available in the Worship Center Welcome
Center. You MUST have a passport book or
passport card to cross the border and
RETURN! Most countries require a 6-month
validation on the book or card so check your
passport dates now. If you don’t have a
passport or 6-months validation on your
passport apply or renew at https://
travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/
apply-renew-passport/how-to-apply.html

Chili, Cornbread, and Pie Cook-off
Saturday, November 3, 2018.
Contestants check in
between 10:30-11:30 AM
Tasting begins at noon.
Tasting Tickets: 50 cents each.
Proceeds benefit upcoming
Casas por Cristo Mission Trip.
FIRST place winners in each category
receive an apron.
Judging ends at 1:30 PM.
(Registration closed 10/28)
Contact Phyllis Bolsinger
970-216-8258

Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal
Sunday, December 16
Pageant at 4:00 PM, followed by meal.
Pageant rehearsal on Saturday, December 15, 10:00 AM to
1:30 PM, lunch provided.
We need shepherds and sheep, kings, Mary and Joseph,
angels, as well as the dreaded King Herod!

Anyone who would like to help with costumes, we still have fabric and
patterns! Contact Phyllis Bolsinger, 970-216-8258.
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The Elders have created this section of
the newsletter to keep our members
informed of some of the events and
projects on which we are working.

Jesus, our shepherd said that "My sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me." (John 10:27)
Your elders are very blessed to be serving
God with you all here at Appleton Christian. Over
the next several months, we will be using at least
part of our Elder’s Corner to introduce ourselves to
those in the body who may not have met us yet.

Hello Appleton,
My family and I
have attended Appleton
for 7+ years and have
enjoyed leading
worship, providing
special music, being
involved in children's
ministry and helping out
in whatever other ways
we can. Jodi and I have been married for 13 years.
Our two boys, Garrett (11) and Brady (7), keep us
quite busy and have brought great joy to our lives. I
grew up in church, my family was always very
involved in church activities and ministries and I
learned at a young age of my need for Jesus Christ as
my Savior. Though I made the decision to trust Him
as a child, it wasn't until my late twenties that I truly
began to understand what it means to be a follower
of Christ, not just a believer in Christ. For most of
my life, I fully believed that Jesus is the Son of God,
that He died, was buried and rose from the dead
three days later, thus paying the penalty of my sin, as
well as all of mankind. James 1:22 says, “But prove
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks
at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked
at himself and gone away, he has immediately
forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and abides by it, not having become a forgetful
hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed

in what he does.” Though I believed the right things,
those beliefs were not as evident in the way I lived my
life as they should have been, my faith had not
changed me in a significant way. Of course, our
works do not and cannot save us, but they should be
the result of a our faith in Jesus Christ and be the
overflow of our love for Him. When we actually do
what the bible says for us to do, God will do amazing
things in us, as well as through us.
In the past several years, God has been building
a passion in me to lead my sons to Him, to equip them
to live in this world with all of its pitfalls and not have
to fall in them as I have and to raise them to be mighty
warriors in the army of God. I have rarely been
comfortable sharing my faith with others, but Jesus
didn't say “If you are comfortable”, or “If you feel like
it, go and make disciples of all the nations...” He
simply said, “go”. Before I can go to the nations, I
must go to those who are close around me, my family,
friends, neighbors, and others in my life. I believe that
as a follower of Jesus, this is my responsibility, not
just an option that I have.
As we have been focused at Appleton this year
on sharing our faith, I encourage each of you to spend
time seriously thinking and praying about who it is in
your life that God would have you talk to about what
He has done in you and ask Him to build a fire in you,
to give you a passion to see others come to Him and to
follow Him.
I thank God for allowing me the opportunity to serve
here at Appleton.
His blessings on you all,
Scott Draper

Want news of the Appleton
Family? Need help with
cleaning or yard work?
Have something to sell or
give away? The Appleton
Exchange is the place to
share with others in the
Appleton family. Very few have taken the
opportunity to receive this information.
Please take time now to add your email to the
“opt-in” list at
appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
Simply write “SUBSCRIBE” in the Subject
line to receive these occasional notices.

Mission of the Month
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Missionary Prayer Planners are available in
the Welcome Center of the Worship Center.
The Planners have information on all of the
missions ACC supports. Pick one up
Sunday (or have a pdf emailed to you) to
help with praying for our missions.

Vicki McGee
HOPE of the Grand Valley
PO Box 532
Fruita, CO 81521
www.hopegv.org
970.778.4880 OFFICE
970.812.4032 FAX
Shop Amazon Smile and give to HOPE of the Grand
Valley
AMAZON SMILE CODE: http://smile.amazon.com/
ch/27-1565337
Sign up for HOPE of the Grand Valley via your City
Market Rewards
https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-marketcommunity-rewards
Birthday: October 11
Anniversary: December 31

Ministry: HOPE of the Grand Valley is a local nonprofit
founded in 2009. Our mission is to provide support and a
hand up to hard-working parents who still find it hard to
make ends meet at times. HOPE of the Grand Valley
provides a hand up, not a handout, by fostering and
encouraging independence for hardworking, low income
families. “Independence” includes not receiving public
assistance, such as SNAP or housing assistance (receiving
healthcare insurance/coverage and childcare assistance is
allowed). “This is a group tends to fall through the
cracks,” states Founder and Director, Vicki McGee.
“That’s why we provide a hand up, not a handout to these

local families. We require all applicants to go through at
least one session with our budget coach at our first
meeting. Our families are now meeting with us once a
month for budgeting and at that time (if needed) we give
them an abundance of groceries; this helps them have
money they would normally spend on food to get their
debt paid off.”
Programs:
Food assistance
Furniture assistance
Budget coaching
Life skills coaching
Marriage & relationship coaching Parenting skills coaching
Job and interview preparation
Résumé building
Christmas: Adopt-a-Family

HOGV is funded solely by donations. We have
developed a way to really stretch a dollar! We do not
have any paid staff and are run by our dedicated
volunteers. All of our funds go back to our programs.
We believe this is the best use of the funds rather than
using the donations to rent office space, etc.
Prayer Requests: Our prayer is that our community
realizes the value in what we do by financially supporting
us so we will be able to purchase a home for HOPE and
expand our services. I also pray every day that God will
send the right families to us who we will be able to help
get out of the situation they are in; that they will become
independent and successful.
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer.” Romans 12:12
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
25th Anniversary
Delivering Shoeboxes
To Children and Youth in 163 Countries
A Ministry of Samaritan's Purse
Collection Week is November 12 - November 19, 2018 or bring before.
Please pick up a plastic box or boxes here at Appleton and fill them with the love of Jesus. There are
some donated items in each box. If you choose not to use these items, please put them in the "extra
items" box. Feel free to take things from the "extra items" box to help fill your box.
Need help as what to put in the boxes? Go online to samaritanspurse.org/occ. There you will find
several options for what to pack depending on the age and sex of the child. Also available online is
that Samaritan's Purse will fill the box for you for $25.00. Included in this $25.00 is the $9.00
donation for each box which covers the shipping and ministry costs. Follow Your Box is an option if
you pay the $9.00 online instead of including it with your box when you return it to Appleton. For
the Follow Your Box, you will print bar code tracking labels (same label times the number of boxes
you fill). Be sure to follow the instructions, such as not covering the bar code with tape and also not
to put this bar code on the center of the box lid.
Prayer is the key to the work of Operation Christmas Child (OCC).
• Please pray about the children receiving the boxes.
• Pray about your participation in OCC.
• Pray about what to put in each box, many miracles have happened as children and youth have
received just the right gift.
Thank you for all who have and are taking a box(es) and filling them with the love of Jesus. Thank
you also to those who have brought extra items for us to use to fill our boxes. Questions or
concerns? Please see or call Donna Jean Ganss 970-640-8396.
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Contact Us:

Diaconate:
Jeanne Baker 908-399-8012
jeannebaker1010@yahoo.com
Aleta Beaslin 245-5009
cbeaslin@outlook.com
Malinda Lyons 245-5632
Elders:
lyo582@yahoo.com
elders@appletonchristian.org
David McElfresh 719-930-0012
Dan Baker 822-2717
davidrmack@hotmail.com
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Kelly Messamer 424-6864
Scott Draper 250-7261
messamerdad@gmail.com
swdraper@gmail.com
Jennifer Murrell 434-6613
Alan Dyson 928-580-9856
murrpurr2@bresnan.net
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
Mark Murrell 434-6613
Doug Steiner 250-9900
11racer@bresnan.net
djsteiner@acsol.net
Josh Vig 623-5688
Mark Vejraska 242-8904
warrior24@acsol.net
kmvejraska@ascol.net
Donna Ward 623-3665
Kevin Vig 216-7993
wardmom@fruitawireless.com
boomer1063@acsol.net
Lacey Weber 210-5361
John Wilson 640-6326
ladyweber82@gmail.com
jewilson@frontier.net
Charlotte Zangerle 245-6907
charjz1948@icloud.com
Pastor Dan Baker
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
Pastor Alan Dyson
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org

ways to send
Prayer Requests:
Include on your bulletin prayer card on
Sunday (check the box to be included
in the weekly email distribution); OR
email
prayers@appletonchristian.org; OR
call Paul @242-8904, or Jason @3140456, or Nancy @241-0858.
For shut-in communion,
please call 242-7380 during office
hours or contact person listed below:

November
4 Alan Dyson
11 Dan Baker
18 Kelly Messamer
25 Jack Costello

Clip and post in your home as a reminder when you serve, or put into your smart phone.
GREETERS
First Service Communion Servers
First
Service
Second Service
November
Joe Zeni
Dave McIlnay
Jack Costello
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

December
Craig Spoering
Steve Moseley
Saul Tompkins
Open Spot

(Contact the office to volunteer for this rotation.)

First Service

November
4 Eldon & Daphne Bevill
11 Sandy Calkins
18 Charlotte Zangerle
25 Peggy Moseley
December
2 Mark & Jennifer Murrell
9 Kelly Messamer
16 Dan Smith
23 Charlotte Zangerle
30 Barb Robinson/Aleta Beaslin

Communion & Offering Meditation
Second Service

November
4 Scott Draper
11 David McElfresh
18 Dave Sloan
25 Doug Steiner
December
2 Mark Vejraska
9 Josh Vig
16 Dan Baker
23 Scott Draper
30 David McElfresh

November
4 Scott Draper
11 Malinda Lyons
18 Jenny Nichols
25 Doug Steiner
December
2 Mark Vejraska
9 Josh Vig
16 John Wilson
23 Scott Draper
30 Michael Costello

November
4 Jenny Nichols
11 Sandy Calkins
18 Doug & Jan Steiner
25 Brett & Debbie McDonald
December
2 Randy & Beth Pifer
9 Kelly Messamer
16 Jenny Nichols
23 Kelly Messamer
30 Doug & Jan Steiner

November Prayer Families
4—Gary & Donna Ward
Matthew Ward
11—Jenny Warren
Justin & Theresa Watkins
18—Chris & Lacey Weber
Mark & Kitty Wernke
25—Levi Willis
Henry Wilson

Go to our website and click on calendar. Then click on any event to get more information.
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Connect with us:
970-242-7380
970-242-3682 fax
pastordan@appletonchristian.org
pastoralan@appletonchristian.org
elders@appletonchristian.org
kathy@appletonchristian.org
office@appletonchristian.org
To sign up for Applets, Newsletter, or Directory PDF updates, please send an email with Subscribe to Applets, or
Newsletter, or Directory PDF in the Subject line.
prayers@appletonchristian.org
To sign up to receive prayer requests,
please send an email with
Subscribe in the Subject line.

The Bible affirms the power and
importance of prayer and we, as a church,
are committed to pray for each other. Let
us know your request and we will lift you
up in prayer.

appletonexchange@appletonchristian.org.
www.appletonchristian.org

You can also access the directory on your computer.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to create an account using the email
address you have listed in the directory. You will receive a confirmation email and once
you click on the link, your email address will be validated. You will then need to log in, just
as an email account, every time to access the directory. You will be able to view the information, but the phone numbers and email are not hyperlinked as with the smart device
app.

Listen to sermons online
Appleton-Christian-Church
Click here for Calendar

The Apple Press
2510 I-70 Frontage Rd
Grand Junction, CO 81505

N OVEMBER 2018

Our Mission
To grow fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.
Matthew 28:19-20

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School for all ages

A CORE
OF TRUTH
—
WITH A
LOT OF
APPEAL
Unsubscribe: If you no longer

wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact us with your address
or email with UNSUBSCRIBE in
the Subject line. Thank you.
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